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Foreword

I praise HaShem with all my heart in the assembled
congregation of the upright. I proudly present a special
commentary on the Haggadah Shel Pesach crafted by the
diligent students of Yeshivat Torat Emet. Drawing insights
from various sources, and their own reflections, with the help
of HaShem. As their teacher, I am honored by their dedication
and humbled by the knowledge they impart to me, echoing the
wisdom of the Gemara in Makot, page 9:

SNI29% SNTAY TN 72977 929 R
"99ID N STIRONMY BT N YA

""A lot of Torah I learned from my teachers and my peers,
but from my students I learned more than anyone else."

I am confident that their hard work will lead them to become
esteemed Talmider Chachamim and Poskei Halacha.

A special thanks goes to my dear student Gavriel Joran for

his meticulous editing and proofreading he committed to the
book.

In addition, I would like to thank Shmuel Chaim and Tzuriel
Weinstein for dedicating their time to translate some of the
Hebrew Teshuvot (Halachic responses) with accuracy for the
English reader.
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I additionally want to take this opportunity to extend my
heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed congregation Etz Ahaim for
embodying a space dedicated to Torah study and prayer,
characterized by profound reverence for the Torah and its
learners. As we approach the joyous occasion of Pesach, |
wholeheartedly wish each and every one of you a Pesach
Kasher VeSameach filled with meaning and significance. May
this book serve as a valuable resource, enhancing your
comprehension of the Haggadah and enriching your Seder
experience.

I want to thank especially those who consistently participate in
our classes and learn together with us, and make this Beit
Knesset a place of Torah.

Please HaShem, grant peace and security to Your faithful
nation Israel, who despite thousands of years of exile and
being surrounded with terrible enemies that seek to annihilate
them, they still learn Your Torah, and fulfill your Mitzvot.
Please HaShem, protect our soldiers that are fighting in Gaza
at this very moment, and bring back the hostages safely to their
homes and families. Just as You, HaShem, performed wonders
and wondrous miracles in those days of Pesach, so too You
should perform miracles for us in our days together with the
coming of Mashiach, Amen.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tal
Pesach 5784
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Introduction

Two Insights on Emunah & Pesach

There once was a villager from a very rural village who visited
a modern city. He was impressed by all of the conveniences in
the city he didn't have in his tiny village. For example, in his
village, if you wanted water, you had to draw it from the well.
In the city, people could turn on a tap inside their home and get
clean water.

Before he went back to his village, he bought some faucets, so
he too could get water inside his house. He installed the faucet
in his house, then invited the whole village over to witness the
miracle of modern plumbing.

Of course, when he turned on the tap, nothing came out. It
takes more than a faucet to work. You need pipes and
plumbing and a whole water distribution system.

When Am Yisrael left Egypt, they immediately acquired
Emunah which is why they couldn’t pass any of the tests in the
desert. There are no shortcuts in Emunah. As it says in
Mishlet, if you are rushing, you will likely make a mistake and
commit a sin. Just like a ladder, one cannot skip any of the
rungs. If someone tries to skip a rung, they will fall down.
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It is the same with Emunah. There are no shortcuts, and that is
why the Gemara in Chulin says we need to put blue threads on
the four corners of tzitzit. The blue color reminds us of the sea.
The sea reminds us of the sky. The sky reminds us of the Sapir
stone. And the Sapir stone reminds us of the Throne of Glory.

Why can’t we simply make something that reminds us of the
Throne of Glory? To teach us a very important lesson: Emunah
is step by step. There is no way we can jump from a low level
to a higher level without taking every step.

Despite the fact that Am Yisrael saw many miracles, they were
not toiling to acquire Emunah. That is why they lost this high
level very quickly. When Mashiach comes, it says 17om2 X7 3
XN - the salvation will not come quickly, as opposed to our
first salvation in the exodus from Egypt, but step by step.

In the story of Kriyat Yam Suf, it says twice in two different
Pesukim: Am Yisrael came within the sea on the dry land, and
the water was a wall for them on the right and on the left.
There are two differences between these two verses that can
teach us significant lessons.

The first difference is that the word 1 (the wall) 1s written
without the vav in the second Pasuk. This spells out the
Hebrew word “7mn” which means anger. The Midrash learns
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from this missing vav that there was a heavenly prosecution
against Am Yisrael to not save them from the sea because both
Am Yisrael and the Egyptians were idol worshippers, and there
is no difference between them. If the Egyptians die, also the
Jews should die. This is why the Pasuk is missing a vav, to
teach us that there was anger.

But if this is the case, why didn’t this prosecution start earlier
in Egypt with the ten plagues? The same claim can be made
then. Meshech Chochma answers that in Egypt, the Jews were
in unity, and this unity protected them from Heaven,
comparing them to the Egyptians. But, when they were
standing in front of the sea, and they were not sure what to do,
so Am Yisrael divided into four groups of different ideas on
what to do. This is just like in the times of King Achav when
the land was overwhelmingly filled with idols. They would
win in all of their wars because they were in unity.

The second difference between those two Pesukim is that the
first Pasuk says that Am Yisrael came within the sea on dry
land, but the second Pasuk says that Am Yisrael went on the
dry land in the midst of the sea. The Vilna Gaon learns from
this difference that there were two groups of people. One
group sincerely believed in HaShem, and was willing to go
into the sea, even if the water was still turbulent. The second
group waited for it to turn dry, and then went in. The second
Pasuk refers to these people who waited until the ground was

dry.
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From here we learn that sometimes in life we should not make
too many calculations when it comes to Emunah, and trust in
Hashem. Just as He saved us in Kriyat Yam Suf, He will help
you when you trust in him.

Wishing you all Pesach Kasher VeSameach.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tal on behalf of

Congregation Etz Ahaim & Yeshivat Torat Emet
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Halachot

Introduction to Kashering for Pesach

The Shulchan Aruch says in Siman 451, Seif 5, that
vessels that were used for hot food need to be
kashered at the same level of heat that the food was.
Food taste that is absorbed into vessels with heat
needs to be at the same level of heat to release the
taste.

Therefore, a pot that was used for chametz directly
on a fire must also be kashered with boiling water
directly on fire. One must take a large pot of water
and place the pot needing kashering inside it once
the water has started boiling.

Before one places the chametz pot into the water,

they should make sure to fully clean it of any food
left over.
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Pots and pans can only be kashered through
Haga’alah (immersion in boiling water) if they are
made of metal or plastic. However, earthenware or
porcelain vessels cannot be kashered whatsoever.'

If one used a vessel throughout the year only for
chametz food that was poured from a vessel that
was directly on the fire, and was never actually
used with chametz directly on the fire, it only
requires kashering through pouring boiling water
that was on the fire, and does not need to be
kashered directly on fire. In summary, anything that
is not directly used on the fire, like plates, serving
bowls, and cutlery, may be kashered with water that
is not directly on the fire. This also means that one
may take a pot with water and heat it to 160 degrees
Fahrenheit (71 Celsius), which is the amount of Yad

! Since earthenware vessels easily absorb a lot of the taste of the chametz
and do not release it as easily, we are concerned that there will be some
chametz taste left during Pesach, and therefore kashering them does not
help. The Shulchan Aruch says that even if one didn’t use the
earthenware vessel on the fire itself, but rather poured in food from a
vessel that was on top of the flames, or even from a second vessel that
was poured into from a vessel that was on flames, it still cannot be
kashered.
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Soledet Bo, and kasher the aforementioned vessels
in it.

Utensils used directly with fire with no water, like
barbecue spits, must be kashered with Libun
Chamur (heavy blow-torching) to the point that
sparks fly off the utensils, or until the surface of the
utensil starts to peel. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein says
that the temperature needed is at least 700 degrees
Fahrenheit (371 degrees Celsuis). It’s better to
simply buy new utensils, as this level of heat may
ruin old ones that need to be kashered.

According to some opinions?, utensils that directly
touch solid food that was on the fire, even though it
is no longer on the fire, the vessels that absorb its
taste have the status as if it were actually on the
fire. Thus, according to this opinion, one would
need to actually kasher it in boiling water over fire.

2 This is the opinion of the Ohr LeTzion. However, many argue and hold
that it is still considered a second vessel from the fire. Thus, those who
are lenient have a basis to rely on, especially considering that the vessels
of our days are different from those of the past, and don’t absorb as much
taste.
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Therefore, it 1s better that everything should be
kashered with boiling water over fire.

The Shulchan Aruch’ says that when it comes to
kashering vessels, we follow its majority usage. So,
if a vessel is used mostly directly on the fire, it
should be kashered with boiling water directly on
fire. If it is used mostly for food that is poured from
a vessel on the fire, then it can be kashered with
boiling water that is not directly on the fire.
However, the Rama argues and holds that we do not
follow the majority usage, and even if it was used
once directly on fire, it can only be kashered with
boiling water on fire.

Even according to the Rama, he is stringent only in
the first place, but after the fact, one can even be
lenient like the Shulchan Aruch.”

3 Siman 451, Seif 6

* In summary, here are a few examples: 1. Small plastic bowls or cups
which the only chametz eaten in them is usually cereal, and only from
time to time are used for hot oatmeal or the like.
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Haga’alah

One should be careful that when they kasher vessels
through immersion, the water should be boiling to
the point that it bubbles.” Similarly, one should
make sure to clean any rust from the vessel that
needs kashering before immersing it (only rust that
is thick enough that you can feel the difference with
your hands).°

According to the Shulchan Aruch, it is enough to simply kasher it as a
vessel used for cold food only, which entails thoroughly washing and
cleaning it, as it is used mostly for cold foods. However, according to the
opinion of the Rama, the kashering should be done through pouring water
from a vessel that is directly over fire, because even a single use with
heat is enough for it to require that same level of kashering.

2. A serving spoon that usually is used with food in a second vessel (like
a plate) from the vessel over the fire, but is sometimes used to mix
boiling food over the fire itself.

According to the Shulchan Aruch, the serving spoon requires kashering
in boiling water in a second vessel, because that is its majority use.
However, according to the Rama, it requires boiling directly over fire in
order to kasher it, as it was used at least once over fire.

5> Mishnah Berurah, Siman 452, Seif Katan 8.
¢ Shulchan Aruch, Siman 451, Seif 3.
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Despite the fact that it is allowed regarding Tevilat
Kelim (ritual immersion), one should be careful not
to put all the vessels to be kashered in a pile or to
gather them in a basket with holes, because the
bubbling water needs to entirely surround the
vessels.”

When one immerses the vessels in the water, it is
good to hold it there for three or four seconds.

If one cannot find a place locally for Haga’alah, or
they cannot immerse the vessels because they are
too big, they may fill up the vessel needing
kashering to the very top with water, and heat it up
to the point that it bubbles. They also should make
sure that it overflows a bit. If it doesn’t, they can
take hot, bubbling, water from a different vessel
and pour it into the vessel being kashered so that it
should overflow.®

7 Shulchan Aruch, Siman 452, Seif 3.
8 Shulchan Aruch, Siman 452, Seif 6.
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The custom i1s to rinse the vessels with cold water
after the Haga’alah in order to remove all the hot
water, in case the vessel will reabsorb the chametz
from the hot water.

There are four things that need to be done in order
to kasher a hot plate. First, he needs to thoroughly
clean the hot plate. Second, he needs to turn on the
hot plate and leave it until it gets to the highest
level of heat. Then he should unplug it and pour hot
water on it

Baking Ovens

If one needs a baking oven on Pesach very much,
one may kasher it through Libun Kal (light
increased direct heat). They should first thoroughly
clean the oven of any Chametz with a chemical that
will spoil any chametz (like bleach or the like).
Then, they should wait for 24 hours afterwards, and
turn on the oven for an hour or two at the level of
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heat that the chametz was absorbed in the first
place.’

All this 1s only regarding kashering the body of the
oven itself, but kashering the molds that they used
for Chametz with heat from the oven, no kashering
is sufficient for them other than Libun Chamur
(heavy increased direct heat)."

Pans

A pan that is used to fry chametz in oil may be
kashered through Haga’alah (immersion in boiling
water), despite the fact that that sometimes the oil
under the chametz is entirely burned and consumed,
and the chametz is directly absorbed into the pan
without any liquid."

? Chazon Ovadiah, Siman 452, Sign 2,
Haga’alat Kelim, note 432.

19 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid.

' Shulchan Aruch, Siman 451, Seif 11.
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If there is a layer of fat left on the pan that is
irremovable, one cannot kasher it for Pesach.!

The Halacha is that pans covered in Teflon that are
used to fry food without oil and were used for
chametz require Libun Chamur (heavy direct heat
to the point that sparks fly off it). However, since
this level of heat would ruin these vessels, one
cannot kasher them for Pesach."”

Baking Mold and Pans

Molds that are used for baking bread or cakes, or
pans for baking are considered as vessels that
absorbed chametz through fire with no liquid. Thus,
the Halacha is that they would need Libun Chamur,
to the degree we mentioned previously (even
though usually one pours a bit of oil into these
vessels before baking so that it should not burn, it

12 Ohr LeTzion, Chelek 3, Perek 10, sign 8.
B Yalkut Yosef, Chelek 5, page 365, Seif 16, Haga’alat Kelim, Perek 13,
Seif 203.
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still is not considered chametz that was absorbed
with liquid. This is because it is so little and the
dough doesn’t sizzle from the oil) if one chooses to
kasher these vessels through Haga’alah.'

There is no concern regarding baking pans because
one might be worried that the vessel will be ruined,
so one will not kasher it properly.'*

Gas Stoves

If one wishes to kasher a stove, he should first
remove the grates which the pots are placed onto.
Since sometimes some food is spilt from the pot
that has no liquid, some say that these grates require
Libun Chamur. But, if one is unable, it is enough
with simply Libun Kal. Despite the fact that when a
vessel absorbs chametz with heat and no liquid, it
usually requires Libun Chamur, here we can be
lenient. Really, the Halacha is that one can use

'* Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 1.
15 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid.
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these grates without kashering them at all, as the
pots would not absorb any taste from them when
they are placed on them. Taste from vessel to vessel
is only absorbed if there is sauce or liquid in
between.'® Some even say that one may immerse
them through Haga’alah in the first place after one
has cleaned them well. Even if one poured boiling
water from a vessel that was over fire onto the
grates, they have sufficiently kashered them."
Some also write that instead of kashering the grates,
one should simply cover them thickly with

aluminum foil so that it shouldn’t tear open on
Pesach.'®

The gas burners which the flames actually come out
of don’t require kashering, and just need to be
cleaned well."

Some say that the surfaces of the stove underneath
the grates should be simply cleaned well, and if

16 Rav Pa’alim, Chelek 4, Siman 17.
'7 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 2.

'8 Ohr LeTzion, ibid, sign 3.

19 Ohr LeTzion, Chelek 3, ibid.
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usually some chametz or chametz vessels touch it,
one should thickly wrap them in aluminum foil
after.”® Others say that one should clean it well and
kasher it with boiling water.*'

Electric Hot Plates and Stoves

To kasher an electric hot plate or stove, first one
should unplug them and clean them thoroughly
from any visible chametz. Some say that one should
place a sheet of metal on it or thickly cover it with

22
L,

strong aluminum foil,~ and others suggest to kasher

it by pouring boiling water over it.” It is good to do
both.

Microwave Oven

20 Ohr LeTzion, ibid.

2l Chazon Ovadiah, ibid.

22 Ohr LeTzion, ibid, sign 4, Haga’alat Kelim Perek 13, Seif 381.
# Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, Haga’alat Kelim ibid, note 366.
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In microwave ovens, there is no actual live fire, and
its heat is made through electronic waves which
only heat the food. The walls of the microwave
don’t heat up themselves, and only heat up from the
food and the steam rising up from it. Therefore, if
one knows for sure that most of the time the walls
of the microwave don’t reach the level of heat of
Yad Soledet Bo, it is enough to simply clean the
microwave well. However, if the walls of the
microwave reach Yad Soledet Bo, one should clean
it well, place a bowl or the like with water inside it,
and let it run at the highest level for ten minutes. In
any case, one should place food into the microwave
on Pesach inside of a closed container.**

Water Heater

Regarding urns and other water heaters, there is no
concern that there might be a crumb of chametz
covered by the sediment commonly found on the

* Yalkut Yosef, Chelek 5, Questions and Answers regarding Holidays,
Siman 5.
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inside of urns.”® Thus, one may immerse the urn in
boiling water as is. Despite this, it is proper to first
fill it with water and a strong cleaning chemical and
turn it on in order to entirely nullify any potential
chametz, and then to kasher it. When kashering it,
keep the spout open so that the water should also
reach into it and kasher it.

Dishwashers

One is unable to kasher a dishwasher if it is made
of porcelain, as like we mentioned previously,
porcelain is considered as an earthenware vessel in
this regard.

If it 1s made of aluminum or the like, one should
clean 1t well, and afterwards turn it on to wash with
boiling water and with cleaning chemicals that will
nullify any potential chametz.*

> Ohr LeTzion, ibid, sign 5, Haga’alat Kelim, Perek 13, note 375.
*® Yalkut Yosef, Collection of Laws pertaining to Women and Girls, page
548.
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The trays and racks which the dishes are placed
onto inside the dishwasher should also be
thoroughly cleaned from any visible chametz in
every groove and crack. Then one should place
them inside the dishwasher and turn it to wash in a
way that the boiling water should splash onto the
racks.”’

Mortar and Pestles

A mortar that 1s used to crush and grind spices, and
is usually used to crush spicy things with crumbs of
bread, it is enough to simply immerse it in boiling
water.?® One should clean it well beforehand.”

Glass Vessels

" Haga’alat Kelim, Perek 13, sign 227.
8 Shulchan Aruch, Siman 451, Seif 16.
% Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 2.
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Glass vessels do not absorb any taste, and thus it is
enough to just clean them thoroughly.’® There are
some Sefaradim in the diaspora who are
accustomed to be stringent like the opinion of the
Rama that one cannot kasher a glass vessel from
chametz for Pesach.

The custom is to kasher glass vessels by filling it
with hot water and pouring three times.*!

Porcelain Vessels

Porcelain vessels have the status of an earthenware
vessel and thus cannot be kashered in any way.**

Plastic Vessels

3 Shulchan Aruch, Siman 451, Seif 26.
31 Shu”t Rav Pa’alim, Chelek 3, Orach Chaim, Siman 29.
32 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 8.
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Vessels made of plastic and the like (nylon,
bakelite, and celluloid) are kashered like other
vessels. If they are used directly over the fire, it
should be kashered in boiling water directly over
fire, and 1f it is used with food poured from a vessel
over fire, then it should be kashered with boiling
water poured from a different vessel, etc (see
introduction).® If there is a concern that the vessel
will be ruined if it is dipped into boiling water, and
one must use it, they kasher it by leaving water in it
for three days.**

Pots and Pressure Cookers

Even though some pots reach a high level of heat,
even more than that of the boiling water used for
kashering (like pressure cookers), one can still
kasher them though immersing them in boiling
water directly over fire. One should also kasher the

3 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 9, Ohr LeTzion, Chelek 3, ibid, sign 13.
** Mishpetei Uziel, Chelek 8.
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rubber seals and the like commonly found in

pressure cookers after having cleaned them well.”

The lid of the pot and its handles should also be
kashered.*

Plates, Spoons, and the Like

Plates and other utensils which are not used with
food that is directly over fire are kashered in the
same way, with boiling water in a second vessel
from the vessel over fire.”” If they are used with
food poured from the vessel over fire, then they
should be kashered with boiling water poured from
a vessel over fire.”

3 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 2, Haga’alat Kelim, Perek 13, Seif 323.
3% Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 2, Yalkut Yosef, Chelek 5, page 364.

37 Yabiah Omer, Chelek 3, Siman 24.

3% Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 5.
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Vessels Used with Cold Food

Vessels that are used mostly with cold food are
kashered by simply washing and cleaning them
thoroughly, despite the fact that they might have
been used sometimes for hot food. If one uses a
vessel for hot chametz from time to time, one
should be stringent and kasher them with heat.”

Vessels Made of Wood, Stone, and Bone

Vessels made of wood, stone, and bone all share the
same laws that metal does, that the same way it
received the chametz, it should be taken out.*

Tables

3% Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 6, Yalkut Yosef, ibid, page 365.
%0 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 9, Yalkut Yosef, ibid, page 366.
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If a dining table is always covered with a tablecloth,
it 1s enough to just wipe it down well and to cover it
with a clean table cloth. However, if people eat on
it directly, the custom is to pour boiling water over
it. If one is concerned that it will be ruined by the
boiling water, they may use it during Pesach with a
new table cloth.*!

Tablecloths

Tablecloths that are used throughout the year with
chametz should be washed with the washing
machine set to wash with water at the level of heat
of Yad Soledet Bo.*

Baby Chairs

1 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 12, Yalkut Yosef, ibid, page 367.
2 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, Yalkut Yosef, ibid, page 367.
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One should clean baby chairs carefully and pour hot
water over its tray.*

Refrigerators

One should empty out and thoroughly clean the
refrigerator with soap and water.**

Sinks and Marble Countertops

Sinks should be kashered by pouring boiling water
over it from a vessel that was directly over fire.
This kashering works for sinks made of stainless
steel, porcelain, and any other material (it is right to
pour water three times over porcelain sinks). Many
have the custom of placing a large bowl of plastic,
metal, or the like into the sink in order to place all

the vessels for Pesach into it.*

# Minhat Eliyahu.
* Minhat Eliyahu.
4 Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, sign 8, Ohr LeTzion, ibid, sign 11.
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Marble countertops have the same Halacha as sinks
and should be kashered likewise.*

Coffee Machines

One should activate the coffee machine with water
instead of milk and coffee in order to kasher.*’

Books

There 1s no need to open books and shake them of
any potential chametz. Books that are used
regularly while eating should not be brought to the
dining table.**

% Yalkut Yosef, ibid, page 366.

* Minhat Eliyahu.

8 This is the opinion of Rav Ovadiah and Rav Ben Tzion Abba Shaul.
Some argue, like the opinion of the Chazon Ish, and hold more
stringently.
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Dentures, Fillings, and the Like

Someone who has a filling in their teeth, a crown
from metal, dentures, braces, or the like, and is
unable to remove them from their mouth, they
should brush their teeth well and clean in every spot
after they finish eating Erev Pesach.*

Dentures that can be removed do not need to be
kashered, but they should be cleaned well to
remove any visible chametz. It is good to pour hot
water over it from a vessel that was over fire.”

* Chazon Ovadiah, Hilchot Bedikat Chametz, sign 11.
> Chazon Ovadiah, ibid, and Hilchot Haga’alat VeHachsharat HaKelim
LePesach, sign 5.
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The Laws of Toveling

Am Yisrael wants to fulfill the great mitzvah of
Seder night in the best way they can. As it is written
in the Shulchan Aruch, one way to beautify the
mitzvah of the Seder is to use fancy tableware.
Many people may also buy new cookware and
appliances for Pesach. All of these items may need
to be toveled.

In what case do vessels require toveling?

The laws of Tvilat Kelim state that any vessel that
was purchased from a non-Jew or was created by a
non-Jew requires toveling.

Even if one is unsure if the vessel they purchased is
from a non-Jewish factory, they still need to tovel it
with a beracha. This is based on the principle that
says that we follow the majority, and since the
majority of the factories belong to non-Jews, we
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assume that it comes from them (7217 w97 %
wId).

Where can one tovel vessels?

One can tovel a vessel in the sea, a lake, a river, and
of course in a mikveh.

It is not recommended tovel vessels in a regular
mikveh, because it might not be clean, and the
beracha can't be recited in a dirty place. It can also
be dangerous if the vessel breaks and the pieces
scatter everywhere because someone using the
mikveh can get injured.

We are fortunate in this town to have a mikveh
designated for toveling vessels.

Preparing vessels for toveling
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You should make sure the vessels are clean and
remove any stickers or rust before you tovel them.
This way, there 1s no separation between the water
and the vessel itself. You should also make sure to
get rid of the left over residue from the sticker that
may be left on the vessel. This residue can be
removed by hot water or rubbing alcohol.

The beracha over tevilat kelim

If one is only toveling one vessel, they should say
al tvilat kli. If one is toveling more than one vessel,
they should say al tvilat kelim. A pot with its own
cover 1S considered one vessel, but if someone is
toveling a cover that belongs to a different pot, they
should say al tvilat kii.

The proper way to tovel vessels

One should immerse the vessel three times. If they
can't, once is sufficient. They should also immerse
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their hands in the mikvah to wet them before
immersing the vessels. They should hold the vessel
loosely, and release the vessels to allow all sides of
it to get in contact with the mikvah water. Then
they should catch it quickly before it sinks to the
bottom. The water needs to touch every surface,
inside and out. Therefore, the pot needs to be filled
with water as well.

The kelim mikvah at Congregation Ohr Torah has
baskets that make this easier to do.

Even if the handle is plastic, and plastic doesn't
require toveling, the handle still needs to be
immersed because it is part of the vessel.

There 1s no need to take a vessel apart to tovel it.

Sefaradim are also allowed to tovel vessels on
Shabbat, but it is better to gift it to a non-Jew and
borrow it back to tovel it.

A child cannot tovel vessels unless an adult
supervises. However, a child can tovel glass, since
the obligation to tovel glass is of rabbinical level.
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Which types of vessels require toveling?

If a kitchen appliance or vessel can make food that
1s immediately eatable, it must be toveled. For
example: a pot in which you cook food that you
plan to serve, or a knife used to carve a roast or
turkey all must be toveled with a beracha.

If a kitchen appliance or vessel is used for cooking
but doesn't make the food itself edible, it does not
have to be toveled. For example: a peeler that only
peels potatoes, or a mixer that only mixes bread
dough or cake batter doesn't need to be toveled.
However, you can tovel it, but without a beracha.

This distinction can be difficult to make. For
example: if I peel only potatoes with my peeler, it
doesn't need to be toveled, because a potato is not
normally edible after peeling it. However, if I peel
carrots with it too, you can eat the carrot raw, and
therefore the peeler must be toveled. A mixer only
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used for mixing batter does not have to be toveled,
but if [ mix icing with it, it needs to be toveled.

All tableware such as plates, silverware, glasses,
etc. must be toveled with a beracha. Beverage
pitchers and carafes also require toveling.

Only vessels that touch the finished food product
need to be toveled with a beracha. If there is no
direct contact with the end food product, it doesn't
require tevilah.

Vessels made from metal (brass, silver, copper, etc.)
must be toveled with a beracha. The rabbis
instituted that glass vessels also need to be toveled
with a beracha. Earthenware and porcelain vessels
do not need to be toveled, but the Ben Ish Chai
holds that they should be toveled with a beracha. If
an earthenware vessel is coated both inside and
outside with glass, it has to be toveled with a
beracha. If it is only coated with glass on the inside,
1t needs to be toveled, but without a beracha.

Plastics do not need to be toveled, but can be
toveled without a beracha, and one who does so
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will receive a beracha. However, if it’s covered
with glass on the inside, it needs to be toveled with
a beracha. Glazes are considered glass.

Toveling an electric appliance, such as a kettle or
toaster

If you are concerned that you will ruin the
appliance 1if you tovel it, you can “gift” the
appliance to a non-Jew and then borrow the
appliance from them. You can also ask a Jew to
remove the delicate parts that can be damaged,
tovel the vessel, and then put the appliance back
together.

Selling chametz vessels to a non-Jew on Pesach

If you are selling your chametz pots and pans to a
non-Jew, some Halachic authorities say you need to
re-tovel the vessels after Pesach, but the custom 1is
not to do so.
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Sources
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Questions & Answers Regarding Bedikat
Chametz

1. Can you use a flashlight instead of a candle to
search for Chametz?

Answer: You are allowed to use a flashlight rather
than a candle to search your house for chametz and
still say a bracha on the search on the night of the
14th. However, since the Chazal instituted that we
should search with a candle, some claim that we
must use a candle.
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The best way is to say a bracha for the search over a
candle, then use a flashlight to help with the search.
You should always be safe. Keep the candle away
from anything that might catch fire like bedsheets
or curtains and don’t use a candle to search your car
(see the Teshuva in length

2. Do we have to say shehechianu before we
search for chametz?

Answer: Many poskim hold that we should say
shehechianu over the search for chametz. However,
some argue that we should not say shehechianu
when searching for chametz because we don't say
shehechianu over the destruction of something.
Therefore, the right thing to do is to buy a new fruit
and place it in front of you when you say the bracha
of biur chametz. Then, say shehechianu after the
search has begun. When you complete your search,
you should say a bracha over the fruit and eat it.
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3. If you are selling your chametz to a non-Jew
before Pesach, and you are also planning to be
away during Pesach, so you decide to sell your
entire house to the non-Jew, do you still need to
search your house for chametz?

Answer: You are exempt from searching your
house since you’re selling your house to a non-Jew.
Therefore, you’re not violating the prohibition of
baal yiraeh and baal yimatzeh since you are not
concerned about eating chametz at your house over
Pesach. However, there is still a problem with this.
The Gemara (Menachot 41a) states that if a person
has the option to fulfill a mitzvah, and they are
actively doing things to prevent themselves from
doing the mitzvah, the heavenly court will judge
them with anger.

There are two solutions to solve this conundrum.
The first solution is to sell your entire house except
for one bedroom. Since you didn't sell the bedroom,
you are still obligated to search that bedroom. If
you are searching that bedroom on the night of the
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14th, you should say a bracha. If you’re leaving
before the 14th, you should search without the
bracha. Either way, you should put 10 pieces of
chametz in the room to find.

The second solution, which is less advisable, is to
still sell your entire house to a non-Jew. When you
get to the place where you’re spending Pesach, pay
the host a dollar to rent a room. Now, you can
search this room. You should still place ten pieces
of chametz in the room to find. This is a good
solution if you’re staying at a hotel and renting the
room anyway. If you’re staying with family, the
first solution is better.

4. Do you need to search your hotel room if
you’re staying there on Pesach?

Answer: If you are arriving at the hotel before the
night of the 14th, you should search the hotel room
on the night of the 14th with a bracha. If you’re
arriving after the 14th, you don’t have to search the
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room and the obligation is upon the owner, if they
are Jewish.

If the owner of the hotel is Jewish and they
searched the rooms, you do not have to do a search.
If you’re arriving before the 14th, and the hotel
owner didn’t search the rooms, you should search
your room just as you would search your home.
That means placing down 10 pieces of chametz and
saying a bracha.

If there’s a possibility that you will stay in a hotel
on Pesach, but return to your home before the end
of Pesach, you should search both your home and
the hotel room. You should search your home
without a bracha and then the hotel room the night
of the 14th with a bracha.

5. Can you stay at a place if you aren’t sure if
that place has been searched for Pesach?

Answer: You are not allowed to stay in a place that
wasn’t searched for chametz since there i1s a
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concern that you might eat the chametz that is
found. However, you are allowed to stay there if
you are not staying very long. For example, a visit.

You must search your office and workplace for
chametz before you can stay there. You are allowed
to travel on public transportation even though it
probably wasn’t searched since you don’t own the
vehicle, and you’re unlikely to eat chametz that you
might find there. However, you must search a rental
car because it’s as if you own the vehicle.

6. Where do we need to search for chametz,
besides our own house?

Answer: You need to check your pockets and
backpacks for chametz. There is no need to check
books. However, you do need to search your car
even if you had it thoroughly cleaned. You should
also check your porch, patio, and courtyards if you
have eaten chametz there during the year. The
synagogue and study halls must also be checked.
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You must check the labels of all foods — even
those that are obviously not chametz to make sure
they are kosher for Pesach. Even if the ingredients
don’t list apparent chametz, you need to look for a
reliable symbol from a kosher supervisor to verify
the product is kosher for Pesach. (Or, you can use a
list from a reliable kosher supervisor to make sure
the food listed there does not need to specifically
say “Kosher for Pesach” on it, like pure
non-decaffeinated black tea or pure
non-decaffeinated coffee.)
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Bedikat Chametz & Kol Chamira

Blessing over Bedikat Chametz

WHTR WK 2T TR 1OION 71T AN TN
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“Blessed are you, HaShem our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified wus by His
commandments and commanded us concerning
the destruction of hametz.”

Kol Chamira

It is customary to say the formula three times so that
its full meaning 1is impressed upon us, and
praiseworthy to include the word 7577 (ownerless) in
the second or third of these (but not in the first).
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“May any type of hametz (and leaven) in my
possession, which I have neither seen nor
removed, be annulled and considered (as
ownerless) as the dust of the earth.”

Serefat Hametz - burning the hametz

The hametz found during the bedikah, and any other
hametz remaining from supper or breakfast, must be
destroyed on the morning of 14th Nissan. This must be
done before the end of the 5th hour of the day
(measured from dawn to nightfall) since owning
hametz 1s prohibited from the beginning of the 6th. It
is traditionally done by burning.

It is preferable not to pour paraffin directly on the

hametz, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of bi'ur
(destroying) by serefah (burning), as is the tradition.
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However, if there is no other way of ensuring that the
hametz is rendered completely inedible, even to a dog,
(e.g. if it is moist) then this should certainly be done.

Care should be taken that the hametz is totally burned
(or otherwise destroyed); to facilitate this it i1s broken
into small pieces before being thrown into the fire.

After the serefah the following full annulment is made
(as opposed to the partial annulment of the previous
night). It is customary to say it three times and it is
praiseworthy to include the word 2p577 (ownerless) in
the second or third of these (but not in the first).

When the head of the household has to go to work on
Erev Pesach, his wife or other delegate may perform
the serefah, but he himself should say the formula for
annulment, in the first instance, wherever he is.
Otherwise, his wife should do so, even if he has not
specifically asked her to, replacing “my possession”
with “my husband's possession”.
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Halachot of Erev Pesach

Introduction

1. The Gemara in Pesachim (Daf 3b) says that one
is forbidden to work on Erev Pesach after midday.
In the Yerushalmi Talmud, it is explained that the
people would bring the Korban Pesach after
midday, and since they were bringing the Korban, it
1s considered like Yom Tov. Some hold that, since
in our days, we don't bring the Korban Pesach, it
isn't forbidden to do work after midday. However,
the overwhelming majority of the Rishonim say
that even after the destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash, this restriction still applies.

The Nachmanides offers a different reason. He says
that if people work on Erev Pesach, they won't have
enough time to bake matzot or prepare for the Seder
night.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



54

2. It's forbidden to do melachot after midday
(approximately 1:00pm) on Erev Pesach. Besides
the prohibition, one will not see any blessing from
their work, for even if they think they will make
money from the work, they will lose money in a
different way. Therefore, the barbers and all other
stores that are not selling food need to close the
store before midday.

3. If a Jew forgot to get a haircut before midday,
they are allowed to get a haircut at home from their
family or give themselves a haircut. Alternatively,
one could just ask a non-Jew to cut their hair.

Similarly, one is allowed to ask a non-Jew fix
things in the house after midday, even if they are
paying for the work.

4. When three conditions are met, one 1s allowed to
work after midday.

1. They must be working for free, and not being

paid. They cannot be paid after the chag
either.
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2. It must be for the sake of Yom Tov or Chol
Hamoed.

3. They must not install anything, They can only
fix things.

Besides these three conditions, one can do minor
tasks, like changing a tire or unclogging a sink. We
are lenient if they are fixing something simple that
anyone could fix.

5. One is allowed to brush their shoes, iron their
clothes for yom tov or Chol Hamoed, and one is
allowed to cut their nails just as we are allowed to
cut nails on Chol Hamoed, but ashkenazim should
cut their nails before midday. If they forgot though,
they can cut their nails after midday.

6. Laundry is forbidden after midday, but if it was
started before midday and the machine ran later

than midday, it’s allowed.

7. Anything permissible on Chol Hamoed is also
permissible on Erev Pesach.
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Therefore, if there one is trying to avoid a big
financial loss, even if i1t isn't for the sake of the
Chag it 1s permissible, as long as they are avoiding
the loss of actual money, and not future profit. For
example, if somebody is driving on the highway
and their car breaks down, and it will be stolen if it
is not fixed by an expert, they are allowed to fix it.

8. One who is preparing food, cooking, baking, or
even fixing the fridge, can do so since these
activities are for the sake of Yom Tov, and they
need the fridge for Yom Tov.

9. A pauper who doesn't have money to buy food
for Pesach 1s allowed to work on Erev Pesach even
if 1t 1s not related to Pesach.

10. For any simple work such as changing a tire or

unclogging pipes, it is permissible to hire someone
to do on Erev Pesach.
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11. Anything for the public, like keeping a grocery
store open, 1s allowed to be done on Erev Pesach.

12. In places where the custom is not to work
before midday, one may not work before midday.
Therefore, one should take a haircut the day before
on the 13th. Since the custom in our community is
unclear, it 1s better to take a haircut on the 13th.
Nevertheless, if one forgets, they can take a haircut
on the 14th before midday, and by a non-Jew even
after midday.

Food That Can Be Eaten on Erev Pesach

1. Bread and anything that contains chametz can be
eaten until the end of the fourth hour, from the
beginning of the day (approximately 10:30am).
After that time, chametz may not be eaten, and the
mouth should be cleaned.
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2. We still may keep chametz in our possession
until an hour later.

3. The Rabbis instituted a law that we are not
allowed to eat matzah on Erev Pesach because we
want one to have anticipation and an appetite for
the matzah at the Seder that night.

4. Any matzah that we cannot fulfill the obligation
of matzah with on the Seder night and tastes
different than regular matzah may be eaten on Erev
Pesach until the 10th hour, which is approximately
4:00pm. Sephardim are allowed to eat matzah
ashira (egg matzah). Ashkenazim, however, cannot
eat matzah ashira on Erev Pesach.

5. Matzah balls may be eaten on Erev Pesach since
they cannot be used as matzah for the Seder night.

6. Fried matzah with a lot of oil can also be eaten
on Erev Pesach.
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7. Children under the age of five are allowed to eat
matzah on Erev Pesach.

8. Eggs, vegetables, fruit, cheese, fish, and meats
may be eaten on Erev Pesach, but after 4:00pm, we
should generally eat less because we want to have a
proper appetite for the Seder.

9. If you have the custom to eat rice on Pesach, you
are allowed to eat rice.

10. Meatballs mixed with matzah or cake meal
should not be eaten on Erev Pesach if you can taste
the matzah meal or cake meal.

11. Lettuce and charoset can be eaten on Erev
Pesach even though it will be part of the Seder.

12. Wine has a unique halacha. One should not
drink the majority of a revi’it or a revi’it (44-86
grams), because it fills his stomach. Any more or
any less is fine to drink.
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All of the halachot above were written generally,
but a person shouldn’t eat things that might ruin
their appetite.

Good Things to Do on Erev Pesach

1. It 1s highly recommended to go to a mikvah after
midday.

2. It is important to learn the laws of the Korban
Pesach because just as praying is a replacement for
sacrifices in our days, learning about Korban
Pesach is used as a replacement for the Korban
Pesach until Mashiach comes (Menachot 110b).

3. There is a great segulah for protection and
success to read the special prayer of Rabbi
Shimshon of Ostropoli. There are many stories of
people who read this prayer during the Holocaust
and were miraculously saved from the Nazis.
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4. It is important to nap on Erev Pesach, especially
for children, since we want everyone to be awake
for the entire Seder and we want the children to ask
questions.

5. It 1s very important to buy special clothes for our
family to show appreciation for the hard work they
do.

(the sources for all the above Halachot are from the
Shulchan Aruch, Siman 468 and Siman 471.)
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Halachot and Instructions
Regarding the Seder

Before detailing the laws of the Seder, let us briefly
survey the mitzvot we fulfill on the Seder night.

Two elements constitute the focus of the Seder: The
first is commemoration of our exodus from Egypt
and our emancipation from slavery and our
reflection on the significance of Israel's freedom.
The second is to transmit our tradition to the next
generation. Both of these are included in the Torah's
commandment to tell the story of the Exodus on the
night of the fifteenth of Nisan.

In order to make this commemoration tangible, the
Torah commands us to eat the korban Pesach
(Paschal sacrifice), matzah, and Maror on this
night. The Pesach recalls God's miraculous slaying
of the Egyptian firstborn while passing over the
houses of the Israelites, sparing their firstborns. The
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matzah recalls the matzah our forefathers ate when
they left Egypt for freedom. And the Maror recalls
the hard labor and bitter enslavement our
forefathers experienced at the hands of the
Egyptians.

Because the Temple is now in ruins, we are unable
to offer the Pesach; we eat the Afikoman in its
stead. On the Torah level, the mitzvah to eat Maror
is contingent on eating the Pesach; when the Pesach
1s not offered, there 1s no mitzvah to eat Maror.
However, the Sages instituted eating Maror even
after the destruction of the Temple.

No change has taken place regarding the mitzvah to
eat matzah. Thus, even after the destruction of the
Temple there is a Torah commandment to eat an
olive's bulk (kezayit) of matzah.

The Sages also instituted the drinking of four cups

of wine into the recitation of the Haggadah, which
we drink as an expression of joy and freedom. They
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also instituted that we eat matzah and drink wine
while reclining, as a demonstration of freedom.

The Seder platter

The three matzot (one on top of the other) are
placed on the dish (not beneath it) and covered, and
the bowl of salt water is set to the side. The maror
is placed in two bowls and counts as two separate
items; to differentiate them they are usually referred
to as ‘maror’ (bitter herbs) and ‘Chazeret’ (lettuce),
the former being used for the mitzvah of maror and
the second for the ‘sandwich’ in Korech.
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The Seder Procedure

Kadesh - Kiddush Over Wine and Drinking the
First Cup

The Seder begins with kiddush which expresses the
sanctity of the Jewish people and of the Pesach
holiday.

1. It is proper to set the table and arrange the Seder
plate before evening, so that kiddush can be recited
as soon as possible after Arvit. In this way, there is
no wasting precious time when the children are still
alert and can participate in reciting the Haggadah,
eating the matzah, and drinking the wine. However,
kiddush should not be recited before tzeit
ha-kokhavim (the appearance of three distinct
stars), because kiddush must be recited at a time
when matzah can be eaten.
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2. It 1s not necessary to delay kiddush until the time
of dusk according to Rabbenu Tam, keeping this
stringency detracts from the optimum fulfillment of
the evening's mitzvot.

3. Unlike other kiddushim where only one person
recites kiddush and drinks a cup of wine, on the
Seder night each participant is poured a cup of
wine, and after kiddush everyone reclines and
drinks the wine in their cup. This is the first of the
four cups of wine.

4. Many people say a preliminary statement of
intention (le-shem yihud) before each of the four
cups of wine. One should not do so between the
bracha and drinking, as this constitutes an
interruption. Rather, the formula should be recited
before kiddush, and in the case of the other three
cups, before the bracha on the wine.

5. The kiddush recited on this night consists of
three blessings:
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1. Yayin: The blessing of borei p’ri hagafen over
the wine

2. Kiddush: The blessing of the kiddush itself

3. Zeman: The blessing of sheheheyanu

6. The cup must be filled with at least a revi'it of
wine (81 grams or 3 ounces). It is preferable that
each person drinks the entire cup, but if someone
drinks only somewhat more than half of it, he has
fulfilled his obligation.

7. Technically, one who wishes to drink after the
first of the four cups may do so, but one should
preferably not drink between the first and second
cups so that you do not become intoxicated to the
point of being unable to read the Haggadah with
proper concentration. However, it is permissible to
drink non-alcoholic beverages such as grape juice
or any other juice. Many M7y have the custom of
eating eggs and potatoes after the first cup of wine.
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Urchatz - The Washing of Hands

1. Everyone must wash hands in the same manner
as one washes in order to eat bread. Despite the fact
that no blessing is recited, it is recommended to
refrain from talking after washing until we recite
the blessing over the karpas and eat it.

Karpas - The Eating of a Vegetable Dipped in Salt
Water

1. Each person takes a piece of celery smaller than
kazayit and dips it into salt water, vinegar or lemon
juice. The celery must be carefully inspected to
ensure it is free of infestation. Before eating it, the
blessing of bore peri ha'adama must be recited.
When reciting this blessing, one should have in
mind for it to cover the Maror that will be eaten
later in the evening.
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Yachatz - Breaking the Middle Matzah

1. Three matzah are arranged on the Seder plate.
After eating karpas, before reciting the Haggadah,
the Seder leader (and whoever else has three
matzah in front of him), breaks the middle matzah
in half. One piece is saved for the afikoman, and the
other is left between the two whole matzah.

2. The broken piece of matzah alludes to our
poverty and enslavement in Egypt, and 1s called
lechem oni (poor man's bread) (Devarim 16:3).
Paupers often eat partial loaves of bread because
they are unable to buy whole loaves, so in order to
give expression to the poverty, we break the matzah
in half. We do this before beginning the Haggadah
because the Haggadah should be recited in the
presence of the matzah. The term "lechem oni" also
means "bread over which we 'onim' - answer or say
- many things," and this means that the Haggadah
must be recited while the matzah, in the form it will
be eaten, 1s before us.
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3. The Ilarger piece of the broken matzah is
designated as the afikoman, and the custom is to
wrap it in a napkin, in recollection of the verse, The
people took their dough before it was leavened
their kneading leftover dough was wrapped in their
robes (Shemot 12:34). Some people have a custom
to place the afikoman on their shoulder for a
moment, in remembrance of the Exodus, when
people carried matzah on their shoulders.

Magid - The Recitation of the Haggadah

1. After breaking the middle matzah, we uncover
the matzah, and the Seder leader lifts the entire
Seder plate, or at least the matzah, for all of the
participants to see. While doing so, he recites the
paragraph Ha Lachma Anya and explains the
meaning of the words to the participants. Upon
completing Ha Lachma Anya, the Seder leader
places the Seder plate or matzah back on the table.
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2. After reciting the passage of Ha Lachma Anya
and before reciting Mah Nishtana, we fill the cups
with wine again. This also is to rouse the children's
curiosity so that they will ask why we are drinking
a second cup of wine before beginning the meal. If
everyone at the table continues to use the same cup
he used for kiddush, it is not necessary to rinse the
cups before refilling them.

3. It is best not to pour wine into the cups of the
young children at this point because they will have
a hard time making it through the long Haggadah
without spilling the cup. Wine spilled on the table
can cause aggravation and demonstrates disrespect
for Yom Tov which should be honored with a clean
tablecloth and a beautifully set table. Therefore, it is
best to pour wine for the children near the end of
the Haggadah, shortly before drinking the second
cup.

4. One who merely contemplates the Haggadah

does not fulfill the obligation to tell the Exodus
story, as it 1s stated, 7ell your child (Shemot 13:8),

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



73

say the story orally. However, it is not necessary for
all participants to recite the Haggadah; the main
thing is that the Seder leader or someone else
recites it aloud, and the others hear it. Indeed, it was
customary for the oldest participant to read and
explain the Haggadah while everyone else listened.
This is, in fact, the way stories are usually told.

5. Nowadays, in order to include everyone in the
recitation of the Haggadah, it is customary for the
Seder leader to read it aloud while everyone else
quietly reads along with him. Others have
participants take turns reading paragraphs from the
Haggadah, but it is important to note that only a
reader who has reached halachic adulthood (bar or
bat mitzvah) can fulfill this obligation on another's
behalf.

6. The mitzvah of reciting the Haggadah and
relating the saga of the exodus from Egypt
continues through the night. One should continue to
discuss it and enlarge upon it until one can no
longer remain awake. This i1s the ruling of the
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Shulhan Aruch: "FEach person is obligated to
discuss the halachot of Pesach and the exodus from
Egypt, including the miracles and wonders that the
Blessed Holy One performed on behalf of our
forefathers, until sleep overcomes him.”

7. The custom for Sefardic Jews is to recite the
blessing of bore peri hagefen only over the first and
third cups of wine, following the ruling of the
Shulchan Aruch. The custom for Ashkenazi Jews is
to recite the blessing over each of the four cups.

Rachtzah - Washing Hands and Reciting the
Blessing

1. After drinking the second cup of wine, each
person must wash their hands in the manner of
washing to eat bread, and must recite the blessing
of al netilat yadayim. If someone knows that he
guarded his hands the entire time since he first
washed them in order to eat the karpas and
remained conscious of keeping their hands clean,
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they should not recite the blessing upon washing at
this time.

Motzi Matzah - Eating the Matzah

1. There is a Torah commandment to eat matzah on
the night of the fifteenth of Nisan, as it states: "In
the evening, you shall eat matzah" (Shemot 12:18).
This matzah must have been guarded (shmurah), as
it states: "And you shall observe (u-shemartem) the
matzah" (ibid. 17), and some poskim say it must be
made by hand, with the specific intention of
fulfilling this mitzvah.

Matzah is called the bread of faith because it
reminds us of the faith that our forefathers
displayed in journeying out of Egypt, without
packing food, confident of God’s help.

2. After everyone has washed their hands, the

leader picks up the three matzah from the Seder
plate with the broken matzah between the two
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whole ones. Holding them this way, he recites the
blessing of hamotzi and the blessing of al achilat
matzah. The common custom, however, 1s that the
leader puts down the bottom matzah after reciting
the blessing of hamotzi and then he recites the
second blessing while holding the top whole
matzah with the broken matzah.

After reciting the two blessings, he should break a
piece equal to kazayit from the top matzah and a
piece equal to kazayit from the broken matzah, dip
them into salt, and eat them together while reclining
to his left.

If one is incapable of eating that amount of matzah
all at once, they should first eat the piece from the
top matzah for the first blessing, and once they
finish it, they should eat the piece from the broken
matzah for the second blessing. If they eat only a
kazayit altogether, from either of the two pieces,
they have fulfilled their obligation. In fact, if it
would cause them discomfort to eat so much, they
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may plan in the first place to eat only a kazayit of
matzah.

2. If there many people present at the Seder, and the
matzah from the Seder Plate is not sufficient for
everyone to receive a kazayit from it, they should
distribute a kazayit from the middle matzah to as
many people as the matzah allows, and then use
other matzah shemura that was not on the Seder
Plate for everyone else. In this case, it is sufficient
for the other people to eat only kazayit in total of
matzah. The stringency of eating two kazayot is
applicable only if they are eating from the two
matzah that were on the Seder Plate. Those who are
eating from other matzah do not have to eat more
than one kazayit altogether.

3. If someone is allergic to wheat, it is possible to
fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah with matzah
made of oat flour, since oats are one of the five
grains listed in the Mishna in Pesachim 35a.
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Maror - Bitter Herbs

The maror symbolizes the bitterness our forefathers
experienced living in Egypt.

1. After eating the matzah, each person takes
kazayit of maror. The common custom is to dip
some of it into charoset, and that is sufficient. If
someone follows the stringency of dipping all the
maror into the charoset, he will receive a special
blessing from Heaven. In any case, one should dip
it only momentarily and not long enough to
neutralize the natural bitterness of the maror’s
flavor. For the same reason, it is necessary to shake
the excess charoset off the maror before eating it.

2. The blessing of al achilat maror must be recited,
and then each person must eat his portion of maror
while sitting upright and not reclining since the
maror is a symbol of our enslavement in Egypt, it
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would make no sense to eat it in the manner of
aristocracy.

Korech - Wrapping the Maror

1. A wrap of matzah and maror is eaten,
commemorating the way Hillel used to celebrate
Passover during the time of the Beit Hamikdash.
After eating the maror, the leader of the Seder must
take kazayit from the third, bottom matzah and
wrap a kazayit of maror with it, and then dip the
maror into charoset and declare the passage of
“This is a reminder of the Beit Hamikdash...” The
Korech wrap is then eaten while reclining.

Shulchan Orech - The Meal on the Seder Night
1. After eating the Korech wrap, the table should be

set for a festive meal and everyone should eat the
foods he enjoys in honor of this exalted occasion.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



80

2. It 1s praiseworthy to eat the entire meal while
reclining, but it is perfectly acceptable to eat sitting
up. It is wise to avoid eating so much that they no
longer have any appetite to eat the afikoman. One
must certainly avoid a situation where eating the
afikoman is achila gassa, something agonizing to
do. More than this, eating the afikoman should not
be uncomfortable because the meal filled them
already.

Tzafun - Eating the Afikoman

1. The afikomen 1s eaten after the meal in
commemoration of the Pesach sacrifice. Everyone
must eat a kazayit from the section of the broken
middle matzah that was set aside as the afikoman.

2. After eating the afikoman, it is forbidden to eat
anything else so that the taste of the afikoman will

remain in one's mouth.

It 1s permissible, however, to drink water, coffee or
tea flavored with sugar, or a soft drink after eating
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the afikoman or after drinking the third cup of wine.
It is certainly permitted to drink these beverages
after completing the entire Seder. Ashkenazi Jews
as well can follow this leniency as long as they
continue to discuss the halachot of Pesach and the
Exodus from Egypt. There is an even stronger basis
to permit this after chatzot of the night.

3. Everyone must remember to recline while eating
the afikoman. One should make it a point to remind
the family to recline as well.

Barech - Birkat HaMazon and the Third Cup of
Wine

1. After eating the afikoman, everyone must rinse
their fingers in water and recite Birkat HaMazon
over the third cup of wine. Before filling the cup, it
should be rinsed inside and out, even if it is already
clean. They should pick up their cup with two
hands, but before beginning to recite Birkat
HaMazon they should hold it with their right hand
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and not use their left hand to help keep the cup
steady. They must raise the cup at least one tefach
(8 cm/2.5 in.) from the tabletop.

Hallel - Reciting Hallel and Drinking the Fourth
Cup

1. Immediately after drinking the third cup of wine,
we fill the fourth cup and recite the verses of
shefoch hamatecha that correspond to the four cups
of Divine punishment that the Blessed Holy One
keeps in store for the nations of the world who
persecuted the nation of Yisrael.

After reciting these verses, we continue to recite,
with great joy, the balance of the Hallel which we
began before the Seder meal.

2. One should hold up one's cup of wine throughout
the reciting of Hallel. If someone is incapable of
holding it for all that time, they may put it down in
front of them. It 1s recommended that they hold it
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up at least when reciting the final passage of
yehallelucha.

3. One should make every effort to complete the
Hallel and drink the fourth cup of wine before
chatzot.

Nirtzah

We end the Haggadah saying “May it be that God
will accept our service [of the Seder] to Him and
that He will grant us our full reward.”

1. After the Seder has been completed, it is a
mitzvah to continue to discuss the exodus from
Egypt for as long as possible.

2. Some people have the custom of reciting the
book of Shir HaShirim or traditional poems such as

Chad Gadya. HaRav HaChida testified that once
someone ridiculed the custom of reciting this poem
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and the rabbis excommunicated him until he
begged for forgiveness.
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THE HAGGADAH

The Haggadah was written from scratch with sources from
the Torah. The writer of the Haggadah is unknown, but we
have the tradition to read its text every Pesach.

Simanei HaSeder - 27957 %1199

These are the different signs for the many Mitzvot of the
Pesach night, with 15 total. Some say that Rashi was the
one who initially organized these signs, while others say it
was Rabbi Shlomo MiPlaiza, one of the Baale1 Tosfot.

Kadesh - v1p

Kiddush over wine and drinking the first of the four cups

Urchatz - xn4?
The hand washing for eating the Karpas, as it is dipped in
liquid

Karpas - ©992
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The eating of the Karpas (which is celery or another
vegetable) dipped in vinegar or salt water

Yachatz - \n»
The tearing of the Matzah into two. One piece is left on
the table for the Mitzvah of eating Matzah, and the other is
put away for Afiko

Magid - 1231
The recitation of the main text of the Haggadah and the
story of Yetziat Mitzrayim (the Exodus from Egypt) and
the start of Hallel, ending with drinking the second cup

Rachtzah - nyna
The hand washing for the meal

Motzi - N8N
The blessing on the Matzah of “HaMotzi”

Matzah - nyn
The blessing over the Mitzvah of eating Matzah on

Pesach, and the eating of it

Maror - 9999
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The eating of lettuce (Maror) with a Beracha, dipped in the
Charoset

Korech - 7915
The eating of the Matzah and Maror again, wrapped
together

Shulchan Orech - 79iy-1nY Y

The main meal of the Yom Tov

Tzafun - )19y
The eating of the Afikoman Matzah that was put away
during Yachatz

Barech - 793
The recital of Birkat HaMazon (the blessing after meals),
followed by the drinking of the third cup

Hallel - Y99
The recital of Hallel, including Hallel HaMitzri, Hallel
HaGadol, and Nishmat, followed by the drinking of the
fourth and final cup
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Nirtzah - ny9)
The closing of the Haggadah, meaning that all who recite
it are wanted by HaShem. Some also sing different songs
as part of it

Why are these fifteen Simanim (signs) so important?

The Seder night is organized into the familiar sections and
Simanim of which are nostalgically sung every Pesach
(Kadesh, Urchatz, Karpas...). We see how these Simanim
are formally listed in the front of every Haggadah and are
boldly displayed before every one of their corresponding
sections. But, why are they so important? Can’t we just list
the passages and their instructions without a formal title
for each?

For sure we can say that the purpose of the Simanim is to
help us remember where we are in the Haggadah and how
far we have gotten, as there are many passages to read and
actions to do. Also, in their times, not everyone could
afford to purchase multiple Haggadot, so they would use
the Simanim as a way of signaling to where they were in
the Haggadah for others to follow along.
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The Admur MiBellez offers a different reason. He explains
that there 1s a debate on what is preferred: Is it better to be
diligent with the Mitzvot and to do things as quickly and
swiftly, or is it better to take your time and make sure to
glorify the Mitzvah as much as possible. For example, is it
better to sanctify the moon 3 days after Rosh Chodesh, or
to wait until Shabbat so more people will come?

In our case with Pesach, we try to cover both opinions, so
we start immediately with the Simanim in order to
mention the story of Yetziat Mitrayim and fulfill our
obligation of retelling the story in a quick fashion. Only
then do we make a long Seder explaining the full story,
glorifying the Mitzvah.
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KADESH - 272!

One should hasten to make kiddush as soon as he comes home
so that the children don’t go to sleep. We rinse the cup outside
and inside, even if it is clean, and we pour the first cup for
Kiddush.

Some say this prayer before reciting the Haggadah which was
composed by HaRav Yosef Chaim and first published in his
Lashon HaChaim.

WDIMT2 SOAPIYY R PR KR T DY
R”P 771 2w RIPY AWM MM anRnT)
PN P2 DW2 (M) 279% K72 .KVP 7RI
27OR2%2) NINWIT NIMNTY NwRITTEe aukan
TTRY AR MR MR 077 22pm
SRY ATE AR MPER ueTha SRy
QYP? TRTRY 12 ORI T LATEYY MINTR-93T

3! One reason this section is called Kadesh is because another one of the
meanings of the word “Kadesh” (besides the simple understanding of
making Kiddush) is to prepare or get ready for something. Up until now,
we have not yet been “redeemed from Egypt,” as we haven’t discussed it
yet. Thus, we are getting ready for it.
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37 DWW 23w 23 whTep DY Ting e Ty nIsn
N3 By WIRY 1T Ay mEn 2Py .nienn
uPAY 7 Nivis yaqNn IR 09I ninwy
MY NmI NRRY 97D LnixnT An 992 2vn
It MR WA 1PN SNTI2 1N iy MEih
NININ 23R AN 1R nPYaY Yy aipns
T2 i AYER T BY MMINTY anNan 2R
TY TANTRY 7ANTER PIPM PIRD YN DN
D PRivT NIR wRn Wnidyna oM
MNIT TR 9B ARy TR Jnibyna
DYWYI TN T IR 0T DY DRI 79002 qwnay
DRI 79992 NS 29INTT 2% 293NTT-9D

:2OWITRT NINGIYD

WY TN WA AT PR 1IN o
NIINTT NINRT 932 SN2 NP TIDY oW
NIIR - N2WRIA IR PMT NoER MDY
DOWITRE 2OINT-D2 PRYW nownaY .pnina
72092 9T MIEN2 2D MWW WTIPT ninw-253
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NRTTHI2 MNP WND PRY N NNTD
IIMING 7707 NIWIRN AN 0102 1127 NIMNT
TIR? AN M3 NPT 23w 1Y L2
N2I2 127 NN NINRITORR OAND 9N3
NINDT=923 N3P PN A0 T APMAR UATRT
VIR TIWRT 0BT 173 W MW 1127 NPT
nND VR NNTT 792 2w upAY nioi
AN NITY TRWYRR N7 DN NiNEaRR
DM NIREITHD PN LN2IYT NMIYTY L7awna
TRI2 MR NPRRT NITMY N ningn
ATIY ANMZ MBVER OWIETE LTy AR
NIPNIR PR 17NN L7989 MINNE-POT MRy
M993T T TN TRRR MmN Wy 2w g
RTIR .MWY AT A3 mI mwee
2T .00 PN IR YEY LRHNY 273 WY 2w
MWD T2TH .NINDIYT DO 7130 9N YEY TR
JPIPN PR WY DN LI UNRW 1T
T390 T2 AW WRY WTR IR oYy | o7

SIHERR et bR
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All continue here:

Every person in the household should stand up holding their
cup and listen to the one who is making Kiddush. The one
making Kiddush should have in mind to fulfill everyone else's
obligation of reciting Kiddush, and they in return should have
in mind to fulfill their obligation.

If Pesach falls on Shabbat, one should start here:

27 T2 1R DNTR NPT YN 2y By
2ORYD '3 RIT TIN2 WTRT 23T

27 T2 T17¥ 2287 oW "2 ooy oKl
DORYD '3 INIT TIN2 WITRT 2%09nT

27 T2 1R 28 o v287m afhw? 173
2oRYs '3 (RIT TN WiTRT 2°909na

997 Ton 1%y SaRYR athw voRYR aivwh apnaw:
29%AYD '3 NI ?m; tﬁﬁ?ﬁa n*:‘grga
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70701 9% AWNR 783 177D 19Rn 7982 Niwaa ANy
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Y71 IAWIRY RN W ARtANwy 2072 2w
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19 AN TR T2 RO 0T "33 997N A R70M
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One should skip Azamer Bishvahin, stand and

continue here:

RWT NINID 19N N7 99 M 717y inm
I3 23IWY WL 197 NI VRtYY MIX2Y
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If Pesach falls out in a weekday, one starts from
here:

ank IRIPR=IPR WP ORI 73T VTRIN 9N
ZiaTying

TORTWY 137D TN STYRTAR TR 93T

The listeners respond 2991Y

2 This verse is said as part of the kiddush and is recited every festival and
Shabbat. It translates to, “These are the festivals of HaShem which are
Holy...” “Kodesh” means to be separate, so this verse comes to teach us
that because of these days and festivals that we keep, we are separate
from all the other nations. In fact, in the Kiddush, we mention Kadosh six
times to show that Shabbat and festivals give us spiritual energy for the
entire week. This is hinted to in the daily chapter of Tehilim we say
during Shacharit corresponding to the day of the week. When we say that
today i1s Monday, for example, we don’t says “HaYom Yom Sheni
MiShabbat Kodesh - Today is the second day from Shabbat Kodesh.
Rather, we say “HaYom Yom Sheni BeShabbat Kodesh - Today is the
second day in Shabbat Kodesh,” because it is fueled by Shabbat and its
Kedushah.
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On Shabbat night, one says:

IR RYI2 22T TR WION VT ADK T3
TN
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172 93720 2297 79% MO 7 AR 92
EORYY PN T .JWRY TN P 50 wIp
NWIR T2 AWYRT MR MPW? SYO3wa 2P P
YOV 219 NRY .AYTRT 2V 2 NwTRY now
DR DWTRT) 07TIT DWTRT TPERT ) nPwn
27317 YT AR N2 IDWTR N Ty
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WNTY 2T T2 WHON VT 0K T3
T T2 PRI WY

We drink the cup of wine while leaning to the
left side.

Why do we drink four cups!?
The rabbis established an obligation to drink four cups

of wine on Pesach. There are many explanations as to
what the reason is for this obligation.
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One reason for this is that it corresponds to four
decrees from heaven that had been placed upon the
Jews. The Midrash Raba says these decrees were to
make the Jews lifes bitter, to kill all male, Jewish
babies, to kill the male Jewish babies specifically by
throwing them into the Nile river, and Amalek’s wish
to wage war on us. Each of these four decrees was
eventually nullified through four people’s merit. The
decree to make the Jewish people’s life bitter was
nullified in the merit of Miriam. The decree to kill all
male, Jewish babies was nullified in the merit of
Aharon. The decree to kill them by drowning them in
the Nile was nullified in Moshe Rabbeinu’s merit, and
Amalek’s want to fight us was nullified in Yehoshua’s
merit.

Another reason we are obligated to drink four cups is
that it corresponds with the four languages of
redemption that are used in the verse describing
HaShem redeeming us.
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It says there: >nmpRY “n9R31 72T Snxxim - T will take
you out, I will save you, I will redeem you, and I
will take you.

We might ask, why do we need four languages of
redemption, isn’t one enough?

The simple answer can be given in a Mashal (parable):
If someone was in prison serving a long sentence and
finally got out, he can’t just spring back to society. He
might need to go to therapy for his time in jail, and he
needs to be given a job so he can sustain himself. Just
taking him out isn’t enough, but you have to gradually
rehabilitate him into society from every aspect.

The same applies with Yetziat Mitzrayim. HaShem
didn’t want to just take us out of Egypt. He wanted to
help us get back on her feet, and to take the slavery out
of us, so to speak. That's why the verse uses four
languages of redemption; in order to represent the
many aspects that needed to be “redeemed” to fully
start Am Yisrael as a nation. This is also why we drink
four cups of wine.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



104

However, if we actually look into the verse we
mentioned, we see that it actually contains five words
representing redemption, and we should theoretically
have to drink five cups of wine.

There 1s a dispute whether this last language of
redemption is actually considered one and if we drink
a cup of wine corresponding to it, and we are unsure of
who i1s right. Therefore, we need to ask Eliyahu
HaNavi who is right when he comes to share us the
news of Mashiach’s coming. This is why we pour a
cup to Eliyahu, as it represents the fifth disputed cup
which we will ask about to Eliyahu HaNavi very soon
in our days.

URCHATZ - 717

One should wash their hands before eating
Karpas without a blessing. Some say this prayer
before washing one's hands which was
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composed by HaRav Yosef Chaim and first
published in his Lashon HaChaim.

WDTTD NPV RIT P2 RWTR T WY
R”P 7710 QW RTIOH AT 1) AR
ORI 92 2W3 (M) 29W RTIMR N7R 1K1
T2 YINT? 377 MER 2007 1A 127 2T
OR2M PN MWKD IPWn3 05727 2w 2TIP
NI NIRRY 97D NIRRT A Y92 oMY 29Nt
TINR WL JpnY ORTI2 TN NIpHY 3
W2 TN PN DY | M 0y 2ipRa i
1739 77 ey Ry 71310 T Ay

KARPAS - 0512

One should take less than a Kazayit (26 grams)
of Karpas and dip it into saltwater. One should
bless on the Karpas and have in mind that this
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blessing should cover the Maror. Some say this
prayer before dipping the Karpas in salt water
which was composed by HaRav Yosef Chaim

and first published in his Lashon HaChaim.

DIITI FONIDWY RIT T3 RWTR T AW
R”p 7710 QW RT77OH AT 1077 R
DRI 92 2w () DY RTIMR LNV 1R
©272 PI2K? 13T AWy NIXn DY 12 27

QIS WPNY A IR 193uYY NN 7092
S139% 719 N NIy 573 .m20aY 2iast
2ipR3 T MR W PN7 X712 1937 iy
TR IDTON T PR 1IN N N0y
ni127 953 N31D KD T7IP7 TR NN
72722 02727 YW 7YPIK3I 12722 127 NIINAT
7Y TIINW 37 72722 7907 112 P NNTT
72772 929K MWK 71T N3N NN 23 82127
977 TRYNY 9HY 1N 17N aYl | 970 JNNTY
2373399 3977 TRYRY 1hY i
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Now say the blessing:

19 K7i2 .27 Ton MWLy AT AR T2
TN

Y ACHATZ - ¥17°

One takes the middle Matzah and breaks it into
two pieces representing a 1 and a 7. The 1 should
be bigger and is hidden for the Afikoman. The 7
is placed back on the Seder plate between the
other Matzot. Some say this prayer before doing
the Yachats which was composed by HaRav
Yosef Chaim and first published in his Lashon

HaChaim.
V9OMTD TRPSEN RIT NI RWTD I B

R”p 7710 QW K779 AT 1077 R
RIW? B2 2w (M) 2w RTIMR K7R 17N
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MAGID - 9%

Before the start of Maggid some say the
following:
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The recitation of the Magid, and the Haggadah
as a whole is a fulfillment of the positive
commandment of retelling Yetziat Mitzrayim
(Exodus from Egypt). One should have in mind
to fulfill this obligation throughout the
Haggadah.

Ha Lachma Anya - R3¥ R»n2 N7

This section discusses the Matzot, and is an invitation to
the poor to come and eat. It also brings the hope that next
year we will be redeemed and brought back to our land,
the Land of Israel.

We raise the Seder plate and say:

DYRNT RYIND RINTIN 1908 7 RV NI K7

This is the bread of oppression that our fathers ate in
the land of Egypt.>

%3 Although our fathers did not prepare Matzah in Egypt, and only ate Matzah after they
had left, the Orchot Chaim says that our fathers were fed Matzot by the Egyptians. They
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(We learn based on the Gemara that since we tear the Matzah
into half, like a poor person rations his food, we call the
Matzah the bread of poverty. Rashi explains that it is called
“Lechem Oni” because we say many questions and answers
over it, and “Oni” means answer.)

JIODYY ONY IRT 92 51071 90 1ERT 2

Let all who are hungry come in and eat. Let all who are
in need come and join us for Pesach. (“Kol Dichfin”
refers to those that have nothing to eat. “Kol Ditzrich” refers to
those who have food but don’t have the necessary things for
the holiday, like Matzah, wine, and meat. The Rokeach
explains that “Kol Ditzrich” refers to someone that has all the
Pesach necessities, but has difficulties conducting the Seder
night.)

RO DRIWOT RYIND ART MIWH NDT ROV
"33 PRIWIT NYIND NIT WY STV N2
139797

Now we are here; next year in the land of Israel. Now
— slaves; next year we shall be free. (The reason why we

did so in order to save money, as Matzah takes a long time to digest, and they would feel
full longer.
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say “Hashta Hacha” is because we have to go from level to
level, step by step. First we want to be in the Land of Israel,
the holy land, and then we want to be free people. See notes
for more explanations)

Repeat this passage 3 times

The common aspect found in Ha Lachma Anya

“Ha Lachma Anya” is the invitational part of the
Seder, and is written in Aramaic. There are two
invitations we do. The first is one for any poor people
that have no food and really need it. The second one is
for people that do not have the necessary food for
Pesach, like Matzah, or food for the Seudah, like
mashed potatoes. The invitation talks about how the
Matzah is not a poor person’s bread during Pesach,
rather The bread of our forefathers, which they had in
Egypt. Then after doing the invitation we say “Shanah
Haba'ah B'Yerushalayim” “Next year in Yerushalayim”
meaning to say by next year Pesach Mashiach will be
here. What do all these things have in common?
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When you invite a poor person, you want to show
them that you understand what they’re going through.
This is why in the first part we say, “This poor bread is
the same poor bread that our fathers ate in Egypt,” to
show that our forefathers also ate poor bread.

Why it’s written in Aramaic

The basic explanation as to why we say this invitation
of “Ha Lachma Anya” in Aramaic is because that was
the language everyone spoke when we were in Bavel.
Secondly, the angels only speak Hebrew, and don’t
understand Aramaic. So, we say it in Aramaic so that
we don’t mistakenly also invite demons (Rashi).

We might ask, why we would have any concern about
demons, as we know that the eve of Pesach 1s
considered a night of safeguarding for the Jewish
people. We can answer that of course, we are protected
from demons and any other harm, but if we actively
invite them, we are not necessarily protected.

Another explanation why we say it in Aramaic from
the Ritba is that usually, we say prayers and praises to
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HaShem in Hebrew, as the angels can only bring these
prayers to him if it’s in the language they understand.
However, on Pesach, HaShem is directly there at the
Seder, and we don’t need the angels to carry our
prayers.

Why do we invite so late?

We might question, why do we invite people to come
and eat by the Seder at the time of the Seder itself?
What’s the point of inviting them so late, and with the
doors closed, when you have to invite people
beforehand? One answer is that he really is inviting his
own family, as one is not allowed to eat before Pesach,
and now it is the time to eat.

The book Shnayim Mi Yodea answers that it was the
custom of the rich to sit at the doors of their house and
call out inviting all the poor to come and join them.

Based on this, the Abarbanel says that one actually has

to open his doors and window in order to invite those
who need.
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Nowadays, this passage is really a message, and even a
rebuke, to the person himself, telling him that he
should invite guests. The central Mitzvah of Pesach is
to invite the poor to eat and to publicize the miracle. If
he hadn’t invited guests beforehand on that Pesach,
then he should do so the following Pesach. This
passage will make him think over this and invite
people in the future.

Another answer is that the host is ensuring the guests
that he really does want them there, as he is actively
inviting them to come and eat.

The Kaf HaChaim brings a custom that some have a child go
out to the door after Ha Lachma Anya and knock with Matzah
on his shoulders. They open the door and ask him who he is.
He says that he is Yisrael. They ask him where he came from,
and he answers that he came from Egypt. They ask him where
he’s going to, and he responds that he is going to Jerusalem.
They finally ask him what he is carrying, and he says that he’s
carrying Matzah, and then he comes in to say Mah Nishtanah.
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Mah Nishtanah - 7anwa nn»

At this point, the Seder plate should be placed at the end of
the table®*, and we rinse the kiddush cup (some say there is
no need to rinse it). We pour the second cup to those
conducting the Seder, (some have the custom to pour it
already before Ha Lachma Anya) and place it before them
so that the children should ask> the “Mah Nishtana.” Here
the son or daughter asks the four questions, and if one is
by themself, they should ask themself. The Maharil says
that we have to sing the four questions because it is praise
to HaShem.

:ni>oha Bon L7ra A9YRT Myl

> In between Ha Lachma Anya and Mah Nishtana we move the Seder
plate from the table so the kids will assume that we are done with the
Pesach Seder and ask why we finished so early. This is the halacha. In the
Gemara however, (Pesachim 115b), it says that one should move the
entire table. Why do we move the Seder plate instead? Tosfot on the page
says that in those days, when the table was small, it wasn't a big deal to
move the table. But nowadays, since we have big tables, it requires a lot
of time and energy to move such big tables.

* Now we pour the second cup so the kids will ask why we are pouring a
second cup if we already drank one. We might ask, why do we need two
actions to be done in order for the kids to ask questions? Isn't one
enough? We can simply answer that we do two actions just in case the
children didn’t ask a question the first time.
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What makes this night unlike all other nights,

AR 2YE 1208 PH2UR UM X NIpI-Doaw
12ORYD AW 717 T7Y0m

So that every other night we do not dip [our food] at
all, but tonight we will dip it twice? (This first question is
about a difference that we add to the normal way of doing
things, as we dip once for Karpas and once for the Maror, and
it represents all other added things at the Seder. Although we
haven’t dipped yet, the children know that we are going to dip
because they see the Charoset on the table. [Tashbetz])

TR TER R PR TPRRIN umN nivha-Yoay
7% 92 17

And that every other night we eat either bread or
Matzah, but tonight there is only Matzah? (Every other
night, one can choose to eat chametz or Matzah, but this night,
we are obligated to eat Matzah and to refrain from eating
chametz. This question represents all things that are missing at
the Seder, as chametz is missing from the meal.)
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999 NPT W PPROIN umIN niYhI-Sosw
2999 710

And that every other night we eat the rest of other

greens, but tonight we will eat bitter herbs?> (Although
we eat many vegetables on this night, like Karpas and other
vegetables during the Shulchan Orech meal, we have an obligation
to eat specifically Maror, and we don’t fulfill our obligation with
other vegetables. This question represents all things that are
switched for something else in the Seder, as instead of other
vegetables, we eat Maror.)

PR 12 PIL PRIIN 2MK NYR-202w
77307 92 717 72077 .1PR0R T

¢ We might ask, why do we not use the same language consistently for
both Matzah and Maror. We say with Matzah that we eat both Matzah
and Chamatz during the rest of the year. Meanwhile, with Maror, we say
that we eat other vegetables during the year. Don’t we also eat Maror
during the year? One answer is that with Chametz, we are not allowed to
eat it on Pesach, but we can and do eat other vegetables other than Maror
on Pesach, like Karpas. Thus, there would be no difference between the
rest of the year and on Pesach if we used the same language, as we eat
Maror and other vegetables on Pesach too. Thus, we instead say that we
eat other vegetables throughout the year (meaning we mostly eat other
vegetables).
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And that every other night some sit to eat and drink

and some recline, but tonight we are all reclining?”’
(Shibulei HaLeket explains that Ba’al HaHaggadah is trying to
teach us with “we are all reclining” what the Gemara in Masechet
Pesachim says, that even women, children and servers should
recline. This question represents a big difference in the Seder from
the normal way of doing things.)

Avadim Hayinu - %57 2572p

We return the Seder plate to its place on the table
in front of the head of the house and continue
with the Haggadah. The Matzah should remain
uncovered throughout Maggid, but whenever
one holds the cup, we should cover the Matzah.

7 We might ask, why do we only ask these questions? Why don’t we ask
why we drink four cups, or why we eat Karpas? The Ma’aseh HaShem
answers that all of our questions on differences between Pesach and other
days fall under one of four categories: Additions, subtractions, change,
and a big change. All of our questions are condensed into four questions,
which can be broken up into four categories of change. (See explanations
on the text itself for which question represents which category.)
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We were once slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt®, but
HaShem our God® brought us out from there with a
strong hand (against the will of Egypt) and an

outstretched arm (in public that everyone saw). (This the
answer to the previous four questions that the children asked in
Mah Nishtanah. The Rashbam explains that Avadim Hayinu
answers why we eat Matzah and Maror. When we were slaves in
Egypt, we ate Matzah and had a bitter life. This is also why we
lean, as we are now free and must act as such. However, we dip
twice during the Seder in order to make the children ask questions,
and it is not connected to our slavery.®’)

** Why do we have to add that we were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt? One
answer is that we would also work for the Egyptian people, and not just
for Pharaoh’s orders. Abarbanel also says that they were working for
Pharoah, but also the country itself was set up to keep them in and to
make them suffer.

% We say specifically HaShem our God to counteract what Pharaoh said
that /e is god, and that he made himself (The Gra).

0 The Gemara in Masechet Pesachim (116a) says that the story of the
Exodus of Egypt must be retold starting with our disgrace, and ending
with our praise. In the Gemara there is a discussion open which disgrace
we should start with? Shmuel says we should start with “We were slaves”
and Rav says “In the beginning our fathers were idol worship”. The Rosh
says that in our times we follow both opinions. With that being said, it
now looks like the argument was that only one can be said, so which one
should be said. That’s why the Rosh comes to say no, and that both
should be said.
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If the Holy One, blessed be He, had not brought our
fathers out from Egypt, then we, our children and our
children’s children® would have remained enslaved to

Pharaoh in Egypt. (All the kings of Egypt were called
“Pharaohs,” so if we wouldn’t be enslaved to this one, then we
would be to the next one [Rabbi Yehudah Ben Yakar]. The book
Chukat HaPesach says that the meaning here is that we would have
suffered like we did during our slavery under Pharaoh, and not that
we would literally be slaves under him. Although HaShem swore to
Moshe that there will be a limit to their Galut, and they will only be
slaves for 400 years, Abudrahem explains that because of our sins

1 ' We might ask, why do we specifically say our children’s children, and
not just the generations afterward? One explanation is that a person still
has some responsibility to teach his grandchildren. Thus, he has
responsibility to teach them about the leaving of Egypt. Additionally, we
can say that it is more emotional and connected to the person to say “your
children’s children” instead of simply saying “the generations after,”
which has no connection to the person and feels distant. The Eliyah
Rabah explains that if a miracle happened to someone that he blesses on,
his children and their children also have to. However, after the
grandchildren, they should not bless with HaShem’s name. Thus, also
here we just say up to the grandchildren.
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and the Erev Rav, the end of the Galut could have been nullified®>.
BeZot Yehudah explains that the promise that we won’t be slaves
was specifically in Egypt, but we could have been slaves to Pharaoh
in a different place, and he would control us by forcing us to pay
high taxes.)
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Therefore, even if we were all wise, (and we heard the
story already from our fathers [Rashbetz]) all men of
understanding, (and we understand things in depths
[Rashbetz]) all fully versed in the Torah, (we all learn
Torah everyday, and by learning we know the story) we
would still be obliged to tell about Yetziat Mitzrayim,
the Exodus from Egypt;* and whoever tells about it at
length is praiseworthy. (The story of Yetziat Mitzrayim

62 The book BeShnayim MiYodeah. See Masechet Rosh HaShanah, page
18, that says contradictingly that promises from HaShem cannot be
nullified because of our sins.

% The Ritba says that the meaning here is to tell over the story of the
leaving of Egypt with joy.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



125

should even be retold amongst great learned rabbis, no matter
how well they know the story already.*)

The Story with Rabbi Eliezer - 9292 nwy»
“TYION

This story is the direct continuation of the previous
passage, as it discusses how these great scholars would
learn about the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim and lengthened
in its retelling, just as we previously mentioned. Secondly,
this story teaches us that one needs to learn about the story
of Yetziat Mitzrayim until he falls asleep, as the Shulchan
Aruch rules in Siman 481, Seif 1.
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6 A similar concept we can find regarding Purim is the concept of
nullifying the learning of Torah for reading the Megilah. Even though
someone could be learning a deep subject, he has to stop to hear the well
known story of the Megilah.
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It once happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua,
Rabbi Elazar, son of Azaryah, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi
Tarphon®, were celebrating the Seder in Bnei Brak®
(this place was called Eben Ibarak, and it is between the
Ben Gurion airport and Netivei Ayalon. With the founding
of the current day Bnei Brak that we know, they changed
its name to El Chariah).

T2 INIR-02 23R NROROR BIEER 1M

They were discussing the Exodus from Egypt the entire
night,*” (Although according to Rabbi Eliezer, the Mitzvah of
retelling the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim is up to midnight and

% The book Magid says that this comes to teach you that even though
Rabbi Yehoshua was a Levi, and Rabbi Elaza ben Azaryah was a Kohen,
so they wouldn’t have been slaves in Egypt, they still have to retell the
story. Even though Rabbi Akiva was the son of a convert, he also still had
to retell the story. Even though Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Tarphon were
very rich, and if they were in the times of Yetziat Mitzrayim, they could
have bribed the Egyptians, nevertheless they still have to retell the story.
5 The five of them gathered in order to fix the sin of idol worship that the
Jews committed in Egypt, which is compared to someone who
transgresses the five books of the Torah.

7 We might ask, how did they eat the Afikoman in time? One needs to
eat it before midnight. We can simply answer that they ate the Afikoman,
blessed Birkat HaMazon, and only then continued to go on and elaborate
in the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim.
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not the entire night [as we learn in Masechet Berachot], he was
so immersed in the story that he did not notice the time go

by.68)
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until their students came (as their students were not with
them, because they were unable to stay up and went to
sleep. We can also say that their Rabbis were teaching
profound secrets, and they did not want their students to
stay with them there [HaChidah]) and said to them: Our
teachers, the time has arrived for the morning Shema®

68 This also explains how rabbis learn all night and not go to sleep, as it is
Yom Tov and one is not allowed to suffer. Since it was so precious to
them to retell the story, they did not suffer from staying awake. We can
also explain based on the previous note that since they were fixing this
terrible sin of idol worship, it became like Shavuot, where we stay up all
night in order to fix the sin of the Jews going to sleep before Matan
Torah.

% We might ask, how were the students allowed to correct their rabbis?
Then, the students learned everything from their rabbis, and their teachers
had the status of Rav Muvhak, which has its own Halachot. One answer
we can give is that the rabbis had appointed their students to remind them
to read Shema, so it was permissible. This also gives another explanation
(see above in the text) as to why the students weren’t there with their
rabbis. If they were appointed to remind them, they can’t also be learning
with them, because they too will forget.
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(meaning it was after Amud HaShachar, when we need to
recite Kriyat Shema and pray after sunrise™).

Amar Rabi Elazar - 9199R 529 %K

The Abarbanel explains that the Haggadah here wants to teach
us how important the Mitzvah of retelling the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim is through this passage. Rabbi Elazara ben Azaryah
here tries to prove that there is a Mitzvah to remember the
Exodus from Egypt not just on Leil HaSeder, but every single
day. The Sages also agreed to this, but even added that in the
future, in the times of Mashiach, we still need to mention the
story of Yetziat Mitzrayim. We learn from here that if we need
to mention this story throughout the year and even beyond, all

" In the book BeDerech Emunah says that they mentioned Shema and
not Tefilah because they may not have stopped for Tefilah. As it says in
Shulchan Aruch (Siman 106, Seif 2), one who learns Torah like Rashbi
and his colleagues does not need to stop for Tefilah, but has to stop for
Kriyat Shema. We can also simply say that because Kriyat Shema is
before Tefilah, they said Shema, but they still also meant Tefilah. We
might ask, why don’t we say that all those who are busy with a mitzvah
are exempt from a different one? We can simply answer that because
reading the Shema is a mitzvah with a fixed and limited timing, we don’t
say that because they were retelling the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim they
are exempt from reading Shema. Another answer is that because it was
already morning and considered a new day, there was no mitzvah
anymore to continue retelling the story, and they thus had to stop for
Shema.
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the more so we should be careful to on this special night, and
we should lengthen 1n its telling as much as we can.
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Rabbi Elazar, son of Azaryah, said: I am like a

man of seventy, (Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah became the
president of Israel at the age of 18. Since it was unfit for
someone so young to be president, HaShem made a miracle

that 18 rows of his beard hair became white) yet (although
HaShem performed this miracle for him [Rav Elgazi], or
alternatively, despite the fact he was extremely smart for his

age and was able to learn so much Torah in 18 years) I was

unable to convince my colleagues that one is
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obliged to mention the Exodus at night’', until
Ben Zoma’* explained it:

SYIER YR IINE 2NN E wRy e
%0 90 92

It is stated in the Torah: “That you may remember the
day when you came out of the land of Egypt, all the
days of your life.”
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I This is Rashi’s way of explaining the Mishnah. However, the Tashbetz
explains simply that he did not succeed in finding a hint in the Torah to
an obligation to mention the Exodus at night.

2 We might ask, why do we call him Ben Zoma and not Rabbi? The
answer is that he passed away at a young age and did not yet get his
rabbinical ordination (Smichah). The book Paamon HaZahav says that he
was called Ben Zoma because his intelligence was so great, the other
rabbis were like the film that develops on milk when boiled (called
“Zomah”) compared to him, who was like the milk itself.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



131

“The days”™ of your life” merely refers to the days; “all
the days of your life,” on the other hand, includes the
nights too.
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The Sages say: “The days of your life” indicates this
life, but “all the days of your life” includes the times of

7 We might ask, why does the verse have to say “All the days of your
life.” Couldn’t it have just said “All your life”? We can answer that if it
wouldn’t have said “the days of your life”, one might have thought that it
meant only one day out of your entire life is it required to remember the
miracles in Egypt, as it says, “A// your life”, as if you have all of your life
to fulfill this mitzvah. Thus, the verse says, “All the days of your life”,
showing that each and every day there is a mitzvah to recall Yetziat
Mitzrayim.
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Mashiach too.” (The real dispute behind this is whether
or not the redemption in the times of Mashiach will nullify
the redemption from Egypt, or not. According to Ben
Zoma, it will be nullified, as the miracles that we will see
very soon in the times of Mashiach are going to be much
greater and wondrous. However, according to the Sages,
we will still nevertheless remember and retell the miracles
that occurred to us in Egypt.)

Baruch HaMakom Baruch Hu - 7992
N7 9192 QPRT

™ We might ask, why do we bring this statement of Ben Zoma and the
Sages opinion in the first place? How is it connected to the Haggadah?
We can say that we don’t want people to think that the mitzvah to retell
the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim is only on Pesach, so we bring Ben Zoma
to teach us that throughout the year we have to remember Yetziat
Mitzrayim. The Rambam explains that with the story of the rabbis in
Bnei Brak, we learn about the mitzvah of retelling the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim in the night. With the saying of Ben Zoma, we learn that there
is also a mitzvah to retell it in the day. Still, why do we bring the opinion
of the Sages? They don’t hold like Ben Zoma anyways, so it doesn’t
come to teach us anything. We can simply answer that they do not hold
that one cannot mention Yetziat Mitzrayim at night, they simply explain
the verse differently that it means to say that even in the times of
Mashiach we will recall the miracles that HaShem did for us in Egypt.
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Before we start the passage of the four sons, we bless HaShem
for giving us His holy Torah after taking us out of Egypt. The
Rokeach says that just as we make Berachot before reading the
Torah, so too we bless HaShem before explaining the verse of
the Torah. Furthermore, the Shibulei Haleket explains that
because it is a positive mitzvah to retell the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim, we open with Baruch and we end with Baruch, just
like we do with many Berachot on Mitzvot.
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Blessed is the Omnipresent - blessed is He. (The Midrash
Tehilim explains that the reason why HaShem is called
“Makom™ [literally “place] is because HaShem is found in
every place where a righteous person stands, as the verse states
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in Shemot: “Wherever you mention My name, I will come and

bless you.”")
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> Rav Eliezer Papo says in his book BeElef HaMagen that the reason
why we specifically call HaShem by this name of “Makom,” here is
because Makom is a clear hint to Eretz Yisrael, as it is our place. The
Gemara (Bava Metzia, page 85) says that the reason that we were exiled
from Eretz Yisrael is because we did not bless on the Torah before and
after learning it. Thus, we say Baruch HaMakom in order to bless the
Torah (see previous notes) that we are about to learn, and to hint to us to
be careful in doing so in general. Another explanation we can give as to
why we use the name of “Makom” for HaShem based on what we
mentioned earlier (see Ha Lachma Anya) is because He is there with us at
the Seder, at our very place. The book Ezor Eliyahu explains that when
the Torah was given, HaShem almost seemed, God forbid, limited. His
presence was very imminent and tangible there, but HaShem is endless,
so just the fact He was felt there in one spot almost limits him, God
forbid. Therefore, we say here “Makom”, representing HaShem’s
attribute of Ever-Presence, and that He is found in every place.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



135

Blessed’ is the One who gave His people Israel, the
Torah, blessed is He.” (The Rokeach says that we bless
HaShem just as we bless a righteous person who passes away.)

The Four Sons - 2%12 IYa=NT

This passage discusses the four types of sons discussed in the
Torah, and the obligation to retell the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim to each child according to his own personality.
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76 In this passage, we say the word “Bless” four times. This corresponds
to the four sons that follow this passage. This teaches us that each and
every one of the four sons (including the wicked one) is blessed, as they
will all eventually find their way back to the straight path. The book
Shear Yerakot actually says that we have to thank HaShem for even the
wicked son because he has some use... as an example for what noft to do
for the other children.

"7 In each blessing we say “Blessed is He” to say that even without our
blessings he is blessed (Rashbetz).
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The Torah relates to four types of sons — (The Shibulei
Hal eket says that we call them specifically sons because they
are still children that don’t know much, and they can change.”)

8 Although the verse says “You are children to HaShem your God,” so
everyone is really children of HaShem, we can explain that over there, it
refers to the close relationship that HaShem has with Am Yisrael. This is
why He calls us His children. Here, however, we call them children
because of their lack of knowledge. The book Lechem Oni explains that
before we got the Torah, we were slaves, but after, we had become
HaShem’s children, and thus we specifically call them children here. The
book Maaseh HaShem says that the four sons represent four figures from
the past: The wise son represents Yitzchak, the wicked son represents
Esav, the simple son represents Yaakov (as it says that Yaakov was “Ish
Tam Yoshev Ohalim” in the verse, meaning he was a simple man who sat
and learned Torah), and the one who doesn’t know how to ask represents
Yishmael (as the verse says that he was “Pere Adam”, meaning he was a
wild person who would follow is instincts without a doubt or question)
Rabbi Lau draws a parallel between the four sons in the Passover
Haggadah and four generations, illustrating a decline from the first wise
son, to the next generation where he starts to deny the Torah and its
Mitzvot (despite still being aware of the Torah). The following generation
is already simple and doesn’t understand the symbolic foods of the Seder.
With the fourth generation, he doesn’t even know to bring his questions
on the symbols of the Seder. The progression shows a shift from a wise
individual to subsequent generations becoming increasingly distant from
their roots. Despite the generational differences, all four sons still gather
at the Seder table. Additionally, Rabbi Lau mentions the significance of
the saying that “Tzibur” is an acronym for Tzadikim (righteous),
Beinonim (those of balanced merit), and Rashaim (wicked) and relates it
to the name for Israelis “Tzabar,” which is exactly the same letters except
for missing a Vav.
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one who is wise, one who is wicked,” one with a simple
nature, and one who does not know who to ask. (It says
each time for every son “one” in order to show that a parent
needs to treat each of his children individually and cater to
their unique strengths and weaknesses. He should also not
discriminate between his children and give each their own
needed attention, even the wicked one that we mention here.*)
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" We might ask, why do we mention a wise son? Isn’t the contrast of a
wicked person a righteous one? One answer we can say is that when
someone is not knowledgeable in Torah, or even in general, it can be very
easy to slip into committing sins and slowly becoming wicked, as he
doesn’t know what is truly right or wrong, and doesn’t make decisions
through his brain, but rather from his feelings. Someone who is wise,
however, knows what is right and what to avoid, and can easily stick to
the right path.

8% Even with the wicked son, the meaning is not that the child is wicked,
but rather what he said is what a wicked person would have said. We do
not, God forbid, categorize the child as a wicked person, but we are
showing what a wicked person would say, and that the child is too good
to say something like that.
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The wise® son, what does he say? “What are the
testimonies, (laws of the Torah pertaining to Pesach that
logically make sense, like eating Matzah, which is established
so that we should remember what the Jews ate in Egypt) the
statutes (laws of the Torah on Pesach that don’t make sense to
us) and laws, (laws pertaining to Pesach that are subordinate
to the main Mitzvah of the Korban Pesach [Ribbar Yakar])
that HaShem our God commanded you®*?”
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And you must tell him the laws of Pesach: “After
eating the Pesach offering one does not eat anything
more.” (The meaning here is to teach your son the Haggadah and

8 What is the definition of “wise”? We learn from Pirkei Avot that wisdom is the
openness to hear others and learn from every person. The wicked son is exactly
the opposite, and is not open to others opinions or rebuke, and is firm in his
crooked beliefs.

52 We might ask here, the wise son says “commanded you.” How is this
different from what the wicked son says that “this service to you” which
we criticize him for? We can simply say that he phrases it like this
because he is not of the age to be obligated for these mitzvot. We can also
explain based on our explanation of the wise and wicked son (see
previous note) that even though they say similar things, it is their
intentions behind the questions that are different. This is why we rebuke
the wicked son with an answer that is more dismissive and doesn’t really
answer his question. He anyways was not looking for an answer, so we
instead rebuke him for his hardheadedness.
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the Halachot from beginning to end, as the last Mishnah of
Masechet Pesachim is this law of not eating after the Korban.*)
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The wicked son, what does he say? “What is this
service to you?” (Why do you bother yourself so much to
prepare for Pesach?) “To you,” he says, not to him. When
he sets himself apart from the community, he denies
the very core of our beliefs. (Although the wise son also says

29

“that HaShem our God commanded you,” since he said HaShem
our God, “commanded you” really means that he wasn’t there.

Some explain the Hebrew word “Etchem” as meaning with you.)
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%3 The reason for this law of not eating anything after the Pesach offering
is so that the taste of the meat should stay in your mouth. Based on this,
the book Chidushei HaRi1”m writes that just as the taste of the Pesach
offering needs to stay in your mouth, so too your answer to your child
should stay with him for a long time.
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And you must blunt his teeth (meaning that you should
also give him a good answer, and rebuke him through it, just as
a father needs to rebuke his son for doing wrong [Ri Yisrael])
and tell him, “Because of this, HaShem acted for me
when I came out of Egypt.” “For me,” and not for him;

had he been there he would have not been redeemed
(meaning he would have died in the plague of darkness, or the
plague of the death of the firstborns. Another explanation is that he

would have been thrown to the nile as a baby®) .
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The simple-natured son, (one that is not wise, but is not
entirely ignorant [Rashi]) what does he say? “What is
this?” (meaning, “Why are we eating Matzah and not bread?
Bread is better than Matzah.”) And you must tell him,
“With a strong hand HaShem took us out of Egypt,
from the house of slavery.” (meaning, we are not eating
Matzah because of its taste, but rather to remind us how

8 Based on what we said previously, we are not saying that he himself
would not have been redeemed, but if you live your life based on these
questions, or rather the beliefs behind them, it will lead to you being
severely punished. Perhaps this also explains why we say “had /e been
there,” and not “had you been there.”
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HaShem speedily took us out of Egypt with a strong hand, and
we had no time to wait for our bread to rise.)
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And the one that does not know how to ask, (some
explain that he is an ignoramus that doesn’t know the basics even to
ask, while others say that it is one who is God fearing, but doesn’t
know how to ask) you (in the Hebrew, it is written in the female
form in order teach that one should explain to him in a very gentle
manner and not get upset that he doesn’t know [Pi HaMidbar])

must open [the story] for him, (some explain that this means
to simply tell him the story without him asking, while others
explain that you tell him the story so that he should ask questions

on it) as it is said: “And you shall tell your child on that
day, ‘Because of this HaShem acted for me when I
came out of Egypt.”” (Rashi explains this that in order to
fulfill the Mitzvot, one needs to also eat the Korban
Pesach, Matzah, and Maror, and this is why HaShem took
us out of Egypt. Ibn Ezra explains that because of the hard
work that we did in Egypt, as even though we were
working so hard, we still fulfilled the Mitzvot, and were
thus taken out of Egypt.)
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Yachol MeRosh Chodesh - @717 wXa% 9129

This section discusses the verse in which the obligation for
parents to retell the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim is found:
“VeHigadta LeBincha,” “And you shall tell your child.” Rashi
says that this section is a direct continuation of the previous
passage of the four sons. One might have thought for a child
that doesn’t know how to ask, you have to start teaching him
from the beginning of the month, as he has a lot to learn and he
will not know how to ask on Pesach if we don’t. Here we learn
that nevertheless, one should retell him the story on Pesach
night and not beforehand. However, the Rashban and the
Tashbetz disagree and hold that because we mentioned this
verse of VeHigadta LeBincha, we bring this passage of Yachol
MeRosh.
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One might have thought this (verse that says “And you
shall tell your child [about the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim]”
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only applies) from the beginning of the month (Perhaps
one has the obligation to to tell the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim to his children from the beginning of the month
of Nissan, just as Moshe Rabbeinu taught Am Yisrael the
laws of Pesach in the beginning of Nissan.) . And so it
says (in the verse), “on that day.” (which teaches us that
specifically on the day of the redemption one should tell
his child, which is Pesach.)

Tmi? TIMPR LA Tivan Py .M PR O
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Had it said only “on that day,” one might have thought
[the obligation] applied during the day (from already
the morning at the beginning of the day when we slaughter
the Pesach offering and not on the eve of Pesach) . And
so it also says, “Because of this” —

29927 IERY W2 NYN naN XY 77 Mapa
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“because of this” (which shows that we are pointing to
some specific item and thus) can only be said when
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Matzah and bitter herbs are there before you (on the
night of the Seder)® .

MiTechilah Ovdei Avodah Zarah Hayu
Avoteinu - Y377 7197 772D 572 791NN
1MAR

% Here, we are still talking about the son who doesn’t know how to ask
(see introduction), and this is hinted to by what it says in this passage,
“where Matzah and bitter herbs are there before you.” The Matzah
represents the Yetzer HaTov (the good inclination) and the bitter herbs
represents the Yetzer HaRah (the evil inclination), meaning that when the
son has both, like the son who does not know how to ask. The message
here is that only if he has both the good and the bad, then you can have
some influence on him, but if he is fully wicked and won’t accept what
you tell him, it is not even worth it to try and convince him. Just like
there is a Mitzvah to tell someone something if it will change them, there
is a Mitzvah not to when he won’t be changed or moved by it. Similarly,
the name of the Haggadah comes from this verse of “VeHigadta
LeBincha.” The Gemara in Masechet Shabbat (page 87a) explains the
word VeHigadta in two ways. In one sense, the Haggadah must be said in
a tough, harsh matter, but in the other sense, it is a language of pulling
him close to you. This refers to the son who doesn’t know how to ask, as
one needs to teach him well and not to be too soft with him, but to say it
in a way that it will be favorable in his eyes and it won’t distance him
from the table (like we need to with the wicked son).
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This section discusses how our ancestors before Avraham
Avinu were i1dol worshippers. Rashi explains that after we have
mentioned the wicked son and how he set himself apart from
Am Yisrael, we cannot give him to eat the Pesach offering.
Therefore, we discuss Avodah Zarah to warn the children not
to follow in the wicked son’s way.

VWYY APDIAR 1T AN A7I2Y 0730 TR
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In the beginning, our ancestors®® (meaning Terach and
his ancestors. Some also include Avraham Avinu, but the
majority do not, as he rejected idol worship at a very
young age) were idol worshippers, but now (after our
redemption from Egypt) the Omnipresent has drawn us
close (and separated us from the other nations) in His
service; (meaning to fulfill his Mitzvot.)

% In the Hebrew, it says the word “Avoteinu,” which literally means “our
fathers.” The commentators ask how the Haggadah can use this wording?
There is a concept that we only call “Avot” (fathers) to three people:
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. The Ritba simply explains that this only
applies with Tefilah, but outside of Tefilah, there is no problem. In
addition, Rav Ovadiah Yosef brings the Emet LeYaakov who writes that
because it was before Matan Torah, we can call them “Avot.” Only after
Matan Torah does “Avot” specifically refer to Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov only. There is a story about R’ Yitzchak Elchanan MiKuvna who
was very admired and loved by all people, even the Maskilim. Once
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as it is said (when Yehoshua rebuked Am Yisrael in
believing in HaShem) : “Yehoshua said to all the people,
“This is what HaShem God of Israel has said: Beyond
the (Euphrates) river your ancestors always dwelled
(since the day of creation) — Terach the father of
Avraham, the father of Nachor — and they served
other gods.

THINY 9357 3R BIIRNTNN SPINNN pNY
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But I took your father Avraham from beyond the river
(and from amongst those who were worshiping idols) and
had him walk throughout the entire land of Canaan
and I multiplied his offspring (with Yishmael) and gave
him Yitzchak.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



147

WYY AR WYTNRY 2RYCAR POXYY AN
T VI RN IR NwNy YR 937N
4R k7n

And to Yitzchak I gave Yaakov and Esav, (and it was to
Yaakov’s benefit that Esav was born with him, as he took
all the negative aspects, and Yaakov was left pure) and I
gave Esav Mount Seir as an inheritance, while Yaakov
and his children went down to Egypt” (to fulfill the
decree that was put upon Avraham Avinu during the
Covenant between the Pieces, and it was really for the
best, as it led to our inheritance of the Promised Land) .

Baruch Shomer Havtachto - 9% 7992
N7V

This passage (as well as Vehi SheAmdah which follows it)
does not occur in Midrash or Talmud. It was inserted at the
final editing of the Haggadah (at the end of the Talmudic
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era and the beginning of the Gaonic period), to express our
gratitude to God for His direction of our destinies. As
explained, we are even grateful for the exile that He
announced to Avraham - but we also appreciate that limits
were set to its severity.

N7 7193 ORRYD Inpuan ni N2

Blessed®” is He Who keeps His promise to Israel —
Blessed is He.®® (This refers to the promise which HaShem
promised Avraham that He would take us out of our slavery in
Egypt. We bless HaShem twice, first for taking us out, and
second for taking us out with a lot of wealth.)

T3 NIWYY LYRI-NE W N7 N3 wiTpaw
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7 “Blessed,” is related to “pool.” It alludes to Hashem as the pool of
endless “waters” (goodness). As the verse says: “You are the spring of
life” (Tehillim 36:10) which has no end!”

8 Actions are preceded by intentions. “Blessed is He Who keeps His
promise” refers to the action. “Blessed is He” refers to the previous
intention which the action reveals to us. Many times HaShem does things
which seem bad, but the intentions, and really the actions themselves, are
good, we just can’t see it.
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For the Holy One calculates when the end [of our
oppression in Egypt] would be, in order to fulfill what
He had said to Avraham Avinu at the Covenant
between the Pieces, (The meaning here is that even though
HaShem had initially said that the slavery would last 400
years, we were redeemed after 210 years. Since HaShem
wanted to redeem us as speedily as possible, He counted the
years since Yitzchak was born. This is hinted to in the word
“Ketz - yvp,” which has the numerical value of 190 — the
difference between 400 and 210.)

1 WP YT YT 293NY MR N
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As it is written: “And He said to Avram, ‘Know for
certain® that your seed (after Yitzchak’s birth) shall be

% The Egyptian exile was decreed because Avraham Avinu asked God at the brit bein
habetarim (Covenant Between the Parts) 7%/ 7K °3 ¥78 2 Whereby shall I know that
am to inherit [the land]? (Genesis 15:8) apparently questioning God's promise to him.
God replied with the verse quoted in the Haggadah: "... that your offspring will be aliens
in a land not their own... four hundred years." This raises a number of questions. First,
why indeed would Avraham question God's word? This would certainly be unusual, for
we know that throughout the ten nisyonot (tests) Avraham faced, never once did he
question or show the slightest wavering of faith. Second, even if Avraham was indeed at
fault, why would his descendants be punished for this? We know that God does not
punish sons for the sins of fathers. Furthermore, we find in the Gemara (Megilah 31b)
that Avraham never doubted God's promise, but was merely asking, "In what merit will
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my children inherit the land?" It would seem, then, that his question was quite proper.
Yet, God replied by informing Avraham of the exile, indicating a direct connection
between the exile and the question posed by Avraham.

The brit bein habetarim was effected through an array of animals and birds that
Avraham took for this purpose by Divine command.

According to one opinion in the Midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 44:17), these were allusions
to various atonement offerings that Israel would offer in the Beis HaMikdash (Temple).
According to another Midrashic opinion, these creatures alluded to the Four Kingdoms
under which Israel would endure exile after entering Eretz Yisrael.

What is the significance of these allusions?

To answer these questions, we must first remind ourselves of the merciful nature of
Avraham Avinu. It was Avraham who prayed that God spare the city of Sodom in the
hope that its wicked inhabitants might one day repent. When God informed Avraham
that his children would inherit the land of Canaan, he also informed him how this would
come about. Avraham's descendants would enter the Land and by Divine command,
annihilate those among the seven Canaanite tribes who refused to leave on their own.
Avraham was troubled. How could he rejoice over such a gift? His benevolent nature
compelled him to ask, "Why must these nations be killed? Would it not be better that
they remain alive so that they have a chance to repent?" Furthermore, Avraham feared
that his descendants, too, would be driven from the Land due to their sins, as was the
case. Though Avraham knew that in his merit God would always deal mercifully with
his descendants so that they would eventually return to the Land, this did not satisfy
him. Avraham was bothered by the thought that his descendants might not deserve this
gift in their own merit. Avraham's question, %7K °2 ¥R 773 encompassed these fears

The word ¥y7&% whose plain meaning is, will I know, can also be translated, can I have
love (see Genesis 18:19). Avraham asked, "How can I love this gift, that [ in my own
merit shall inherit a gift that will be acquired through means that seem contrary to my
desire?"

God replied to Avraham's misgivings through a combination of the allusions cited by the
Midrash. First, Avraham was shown the atonement offerings. Each offering represented
a specific spiritual attainment for the one on whose behalf it was brought. For example,
the se'irei haregalim (goat-offerings of the festivals) were brought to atone for any sins
that might have resulted from the joy and festivities of the Yom Tov. Thus, these
offerings brought the nation to a heightened degree of yiras shamayim (awe of Heaven).
In being shown these offerings, Avraham was being told that his descendants would
indeed gain the Land as an eternal inheritance by means of their own merit.

The Midrash notes that the Covenant contained no direct allusion to the minchah (flour)
offering. Flour is produced through a lengthy process that begins with planting and ends
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strangers in a land that is not theirs (because even
before they went down to Egypt they were strangers) .
And they [the native people] will work them as slaves
(in Egypt), and (after the birth of Miriam) will oppress
them for four hundred years (from the birth of Yitzchak
until our leaving from Egypt) .

INEY TRTOINY OOIN I7 TR WK YI¥INN AN
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(Although I made this decree, nevertheless) I also will
execute judgment on the nation that enslaves them, and
afterwards they [your seed] will leave there with great

with sifting. The human effort involved tends to blind one to the fact that flour is no less
a gift of God than any other item in this world. While this concept was obvious to
Avraham, it would have to be taught to his descendants. This was the purpose of galut
(exile). In Egypt, as well as in the subsequent exiles, the Jews would learn that all the
physical toil was of no use without the freedom granted them by God to enjoy the fruits
of their labor. The Egyptian servitude and subsequent miraculous redemption
demonstrated clearly that all is from Hashem and that all one's efforts should be
dedicated to God. Thus, the galut process would raise Avraham's descendants to the
level needed to acquire the Land in their own merit as an eternal inheritance.

The exiles would also serve to demonstrate clearly the wickedness of the nations and
sharp contrast between them and Israel, God's Chosen People. This was the meaning of
the allusion of the Four Exiles. God was showing Avraham that contrary to his own
benevolent nature, the elite among the nations would show no mercy to his descendants
when they would be aliens in their lands. Surely, then, the Canaanites, who were steeped
in sin and impurity, would act no better were they permitted to remain alive.

Avraham, therefore, had no reason to be apprehensive over this gift. The Canaanites

were deserving of their punishment, while his descendants, through the purifying
process of exile, would surely be worthy of Eretz Yisrael.
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wealth.”” (The way of HaShem is to first take revenge
against the wicked, and then to give reward to the
righteous [The Gra].)

VeHi SheAmdah - 772pw RO

We cover the Matzot and hold the cup of wine in our right

hand, and say:

TRY 7293 TON KYW 391 WMAN? ATRYY K7
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And this promise (that we mentioned above at the Brit
Bein HaBetarim) is what stood for our fathers and for
us (in other exiles amongst the nations) — because not
just one rose up against us to destroy us.

AniHoh By 20TRIY T NIT-90aw NHN
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Rather, in every generation (like the Persians, Romans,
Greeks, and other nations) they rise up against us to
destroy us (no matter if we are righteous or wicked, they
still want to kill us in every generation, and they don’t
differentiate between the religious and those who are not
[Derech Emunah]), but the Holy One, Blessed is He,
saves us from their hand.

We put down the cup and uncover the Matzah.
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(As a proof to this fact that we are attacked and HaShem
saves us,) Go and learn”® what Lavan the Aramean
sought to do to our father Yaakov;

1iPY? W2 1291 .2°7917 Dy N9R 13 XY myow
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for Pharaoh decreed only against the male children,
but Lavan had sought to uproot everything,
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* This implies that studying Yaakov Avinu's experience with Lavan will
teach us how to discern Hashem's fulfillment of Yaakov reaching the
height of human perfection. He was the quintessence of existence. This is
reflected in the fact that the Torah uses the term "everything" about him
without any qualification. Regarding Avraham it says: "Hashem blessed
Avraham in everything" (Bereishis 24:1). Regarding Yitzchak it says:
"And he ate from everything" (Bereishit 27:33). But Yaakov said: "I
have everything" (Bereishit 33:11). "In everything" and "from
everything" are less than "everything." Avraham and Yitzchak did not
stand at the level of total perfection present in Yaakov. It was thus Lavan,
the antithesis of existence, who sought to destroy Yaakov, the
quintessence of existence - Lavan intended to eradicate everything.
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as it is said: “The Aramean [Lavan]’' sought to destroy
my father [Yaakov] (as Lavan admitted to when he was
chasing Yaakov), and (besides what Lavan attempted to
do to Yaakov, other people also tried to kill us, so) [my
father]| went down to Egypt and sojourned there as a
small group, and there he became a nation, great,
mighty, and numerous.”

1M2TT 52 OY OUR AR TN

“Went down to Egypt” — compelled (unwillingly) by
the Divine word (because he knew that his children would
be slaves) .

B Y KON YPRWT? T2 NoW TR .ow

' Lavan is not mentioned here by name. This reflects the tenuousness of
his very existence.

The Gemara says, "There are four whom the Holy One, Blessed is He,
regrets having created — the Chaldeans, the Ishmaelites, the urge to do
evil, and exile" (Sukkah 52b). The Gemara supports its assertion about
the Chaldeans - who are the Arameans — by citing the verse: "Behold,
the land of the Chaldeans, this nation that should not have been"
(Yeshayahu 23:13). The Arameans and Ishmaelites are not counted
among the seventy nations of the earth. They do not have the depth of
existence of the others. Hence, the Gemara says (Shabbat 12b): "One
should not request (of Hashem to grant) his needs in the Aramaic
language, for the ministering angels pay no heed to it."
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“And abode there” - [the choice of words] teaches us
that Yaakov Avinu did not go down to Egypt with the
idea of settling there, but only to abide there a while,
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(Another proof that Yaakov was not planning to settle
there is) as it is written: “They said to Pharaoh, We
have come to abide in the land, for there is no
pasturage for your servants’ flocks, so severe is the
famine in the land of Canaan; (meaning, if not for this
reason, he would have stayed where he was, and he is just
coming to Egypt temporarily.) now let your servants
dwell in the land of Goshen.’”
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“As a small group” — as it is written: “Your fathers
went down to Egypt with seventy souls, and now
HaShem your God has made you as numerous as the
stars in the sky” (Yaakov Avinu did not pass away until
they had became a great nation of 600,000 people) .

BOIMIBR NN PIW TR 5T 0NY 2w oM
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“There he became a nation” - [the fact that the Jews
are called a nation] teaches us that Israel was distinct
there (Since they were in one place and not scattered, they
looked like a separate nation [Ma’aseh Nissim]) .

ME DRI 1Y mNpy np .oy YTy b
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“Great and mighty” — as it is written: "And the
Children of Israel were fruitful and increased
abundantly and multiplied, and became very mighty
(because each lady had six children at a time. In the
Midrash it says that because they were not intermarried
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and they were engaged in Mitzvot, HaShem blessed them),
and the land was filled with them.”
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“And populous” — as it is written: “I gave you to
thrive, to be as the brush of the fields (These are plants
that grow by themselves with no toil. So too, Am Yisrael
grew with no effort or toiling). You multiplied and grew,
and you became too numerous to count. Your breasts
were formed . Your hair had grown, (meaning that we
were ready to leave Egypt) but you were naked and bare
(meaning that we were naked from Mitzvot, without even
the basic Mitzvah of circumcision) .
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And I passed over you, and saw you wallowing in your
blood. And I said to you, ‘Through your blood you
shall live! Through your blood you shall live!”” (Am
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Yisrael was stuck in mud, so to speak, and they had no
way to get out. Since they were so involved in work, they
didn't have time for any Mitzvot, and HaShem didn’t want
to take them out of Egypt with no merits, so He gave them
two Mitzvot. HaShem gave them the blood of the Pesach
offering, and the blood of Brit Milah. This is why it says
“Damayich,” which is plural; to show that in the merit of
two bloods we were redeemed).

TP LY UDM WP 2ERT NN W
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“The Egyptians ill-treated us, oppressed us and laid
heavy labors upon us.”
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The Egyptians ill-treated us (meaning they were seeking
to cause to us more harm), as it is said: “Come, let us
deal cunningly with them, lest they multiply, and, if we
should happen to have war, they will join our enemies,
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and fight against us and go out of the country”
(Pharoah’s concern was that they would go out from the
land of Goshen and they would wipe out all the Egyptians
[Ramban]. But, Rashi learns from the Gemara that it’s like
a person who doesn’t want to curse himself, and instead
says it about others. Even though Pharaoh said it about the
Jews, he meant that the Egyptians would have to leave

Egypt).
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“They oppressed us” as it is said: “They placed
taskmasters over them, to oppress them with their
impositions, and they built store-cities for Pharaoh,
Pitom and Ramses” (Pitom and Ramses were not two
separate cities, but was one city that was called both.
“Pitom” means that the earth would swallow anything
built on it, and “Ramses” means that its buildings would
crumble and fall) .
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“They laid heavy labors upon us” as it is said: “The
Egyptians made the children of Israel slave
rigorously.”
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“We cried to HaShem, the God of our fathers, and
HaShem heard our voice. He saw our ill treatment ,
our burden and our oppression.”
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“We cried to HaShem, the God of our fathers” as it is
said: “It came to pass during that long period that the
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king of Egypt died (he didn’t really die, but rather he got
Tzara’at [leprosy], because if the king had actually died,
Am Yisrael needed to rejoice [Ramban]. Rashi, however,
says that he had actually died, and Am Yisrael didn’t
rejoice because the second king was even worse), and the
children of Israel groaned because of the bondage
(because the King had Tzara’at, he killed 150 children and
bathed in their blood, as he thought it would heal him),
and they cried, and their prayers rose up to God
because of the servitude.”*
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“HaShem heard our voice” - as it is said: “God heard
their moaning and God recalled His covenant with

Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov.”(HaShem recalled His
covenant with our forefathers because just our voice was

%2 The Midrash Haggadah says that “the children of Israel groaned”
means that they were crying because Pharaoh had killed their children to
use their blood. “And they cried” means that they were crying over the
babies the Egyptians took and used them for bricks. “Because of the
servitude” refers to how the Egyptians tortured the Jewish wives.
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not enough to bring the redemption, and we still needed
the merit of our forefathers to complete it.)
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“He saw our ill treatment” this refers to the breaking
up of their family life, as it is said: “God looked upon
the children of Israel (that He commanded to fulfill and
multiply) and God took note (that the Egyptians were
stopping them from fulfilling it).”
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“Our burden” - this refers to the children (since only
the children were killed, it is called “Amal” which means
to toil without seeing the fruits of your labor, as you don’t
see your children continue their life), as it is said: “Every
newborn son (including the Egyptians were born, because
that day was the day that Moshe was born. The astrologists
saw that it was the day that the leader of the Jews was
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born, and they didn’t know if he would come from the
Jews or from the Egyptians [Rashi]. But, Targum Yonatan
ben Uziel argues and says that only the Jews were killed
and not the Egyptians.) shall you cast into the river and
every daughter you shall let live.”
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“Our oppression” - this refers to the pressure that is
expressed in the words: “I have also seen the
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.”
(This refers to the bricks that they asked them to make,
and the Egyptians pressured them to complete their
required amount every day.)
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“HaShem brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand,
with an outstretched arm, with great fearfulness, with
signs and with wonders.”
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“HaShem brought us out of Egypt” - not through an
angel, not through a seraph and not through a
messenger, but the Holy One, blessed be He, He alone,
in His glory [took us out of Egypt],
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as it is said: “I will pass through the land of Egypt in
that night, and I will slay every first-born in the land of
Egypt, from man to beast, and I will execute judgment
against all the gods of Egypt, I, HaShem.” (From here
we learn that HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself took us out of
Egypt, as it says, “I will pass through,” and it doesn’t
make sense for it to be Moshe Rabbeinu.
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(This part now teaches us why it says four times that
HaShem took us out of Egypt.) “I will pass through the
land of Egypt,” I, and no angel; “I will slay every
first-born in the land of Egypt,” I, and no seraph
(Seraph means fire. The difference between a regular
angel and a seraph is that the regular angel is the one who
strikes, and the seraph is the one who actually is the strike
itself); “and I will execute judgment against all the gods
of Egypt,” I, and no messenger; “I, HaShem,” it is I
and no other.
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Our Sages of blessed memory said that when the Holy
One, blessed be He, descended upon the Egyptians in
Egypt, ninety million angels. They were angels of fire,
hail, sweat, terror and anguish that descended with
Him, and beseeched Him saying: “Master of the
universe, when a human King goes to war, his officers
and servants surround him. O Supreme King of Kings,
Holy One, Blessed be He, our Judge, whose servants we
are, and they [the Israelites] are the children of Your
Covenant, allow us to make the war against the
Egyptians.” He answered them saying: “I will not be
satisfied unless I myself go, I in My glory, I in My
greatness, I in My holiness. I, the Lord, I and no
other.”
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“With a mighty hand” this refers to the pestilence, as it
is said: “Behold, the hand of HaShem will be upon
your cattle in the field, upon the horses, donkeys and
camels, the oxen and the sheep, a very severe
pestilence.” (Pestilence came with every single plague and
killed all the animals in Egypt. Thus, you could see
HaShem’s hand in it.)
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“With an outstretched arm” - that is the sword (which
refers to when the first borns killed their parents), as it is
said: “His drawn sword in his hand, stretched out over
Jerusalem.” (The proof is from the word “Netooyah”
which is used in this verse referring to swords.)
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“With great fearfulness” this refers to the revelation of
the Divine Presence (which was in the last plague of the
death of the firstborn, when HaShem killed the Egyptians
for the Jews to see with their own eyes), as it is said: “Or
has God ever sought to come and take unto Himself
one nation from the midst of another nation, with
trials, signs and wonders, with war and a mighty hand,
and an outstretched arm and awesome manifestations,
as HaShem your God did for you in Egypt before your
eyes?” (The proof is from this verse that says “before your
eyes.”)

We cover the Matzot and we hold the cup in our right hand
and we say:
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“With signs” - this refers to the staff, as it is said:
“Take this staff in your hand, with which you shall do
the signs.”

Spilling from the Cup - The Ten Plagues
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“With wonders” - that is the blood, as it is said: “I will
show wonders in heaven and on earth.” (The reason
why it says “wonders” [“Moftim”] in a plural form is
because although it was one wonder, the Ritba explains
that the plague of blood led to many wonders. First, the
water turned into blood, and then also if a Jew and an
Egyptian drank from the same cup it would be water for
the Jew and blood for the Egyptian, and much more.)
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One should take the cup of wine in his hand and spill a
small amount of wine 3 times into a broken vessel
prepared before Yom Tov when saying:

WY nifRom wR) o7
Blood and Fire and Pillars of Smoke.
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Another explanation (for the verse mentioned above):
“With a mighty hand” indicates two plagues, “with an
outstretched arm,” another two; “with great
fearfulness,” another two; “with signs,” another two;

“and with wonders,” another two.
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These are the ten plagues which the Holy One, blessed
be He, brought upon the Egyptians in Egypt, and they
are as follows:

One should pour wine for every plague as you mention
them into the same broken vessel used before.

Blood - 27

Since the Egyptians spilled the blood of the Jewish
children by drowning them in the Nile, its water turned to
Blood.”

Frogs - V70X
Because the Egyptians forced the Jews to hunt and bring
them all kinds of lizards, snakes, and insects just to
torment the Jews, they were afflicted by the frogs.”
Additionally, it was because the Jewish women had to
stifle their cries during childbirth to avoid being caught by
the Egyptians, the Frogs tortured the Egyptians with
unceasing noise.

Lice - Q%32

% paRa" "7 07 RO PRI212X Va'era 7:14 Abarbanel
%41 299 727 17°9R "7 R Tanna D'vei Eliyahu Rabbah chapter 7
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Because the Egyptians forced the Jews to sweep dust from
the streets and markets, the dust became lice.”
Additionally, because the Jews were forced to work the
land and make bricks from the mud, all the earth turned to
Lice.”

Wild Beasts - 217

Because the Jews were forced to go into the deserts and
forests to bring wild beasts for the Egyptians’ circus.”” The
Egyptians compelled the Jewish children to work, in turn
their children were killed by the Wild Beasts.”® During the
plague of Wild Beasts the Egyptians’ own sheep attacked
them because they sent the Jews out to the desert to be
their shepherds.”

Pestilence - 27
Because the Egyptians compelled the Jews to leave their
homes and herd the Egyptian animals far away in the
desert, their cattle were killed.'” Jews were forced to pull
plows so Egyptian animals would not overwork, therefore

%5 13 127 mnw Shemot Rabbah 10:7

% Abarbanel 5X1272R

7t 15 1727 377X *27 Rin Tanna D'vei Eliyahu Rabbah chapter 7

%8 pInR1"" 7"7 DXI1272R o7 XIN) Va'era 7:14 Abarbanel "v'Amnam"
%211 77 noo a1 n7a7 Zevach Pesach Haggadah p. 112
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the animals the Egyptians were “so concerned” about
died."’

Boils - 11w
The Egyptians had the Jews heat and maintain the
bathhouses but didn't allow them to use them. As a result

the Egyptians suffered the plague of Boils and could not
bathe.'”

Hail - 792
The Egyptians made the Jews work planting trees and
orchards, not allowing them to go home. As a result the
Hail destroyed their trees and orchards.'” The Jews were
beaten without mercy; the Hail in turn beat the Egyptians
mercilessly.'®

Locusts - ;727N
The Jews were forced to plant grain for the Egyptians.
Therefore the Locusts came and ate all the grain in

%1211 77 noo mar N7 Zevach Pesach Haggadah p. 112

102 9:%> 77127 1w Shemot Rabbah 11:5

103 3:3v 7327 mnw Shemot Rabbah 12:3

104 A3mx1"" 7" 7227 XINY PR1272K Va'era 7:14 Abarbanel "v'Amnam"
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Egypt.'” The Egyptians stole the harvest of the Jews

therefore the Locusts ate their harvest.!%

Darkness - 277
The Egyptians required the Jews to work from early
morning until very late at night, so they in return were
punished with a full day of night.'” The Jews were forced
to bear torches for the Egyptians; in turn the Egyptians
were punished with Darkness.'*®

Slaying of the Firstborn - ﬂﬁﬁﬁba nan
Because the Jewish babies were drowned in the river, the
firstborn children of the Egyptians were killed.'” The
Firstborn died because the Egyptians plastered the Jewish
children into the walls and burned them in fire.'"

One should spill a bit from the cup into the same broken
vessel after saying each word of Detzach, Adash, and

195 1 995 1727 3798 *27 Rin Tanna D'vei Eliyahu Rabbah chapter 7
106 "apaxy" 7"7 7717 YX1212K Va'era 7:14 Abarbanel "v' Amnam"
107 5:3 X2 19119 oyn P Yalkut Me'am Lo'ez Bo 3:20

108 %9:3 X2 119 avn vIP?° Yalkut Me'am Lo'ez Bo 3:21

191 995 1727 979X *27 Rin Tanna D'vei Eliyahu Rabbah chapter 7
119 71 P99 1y*HR 2277 9P Pirkei D'Rabi Eliezer chapter 48
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Beachav. When he says the last word of “Beachav,” he
should pour more wine than the rest.

:2%330 273 101 M7 AT 021

Rabbi Yehuda (grouped them by their initials and) made
signs [to remember them]: (The reason why there is a
need for the signs is to teach us that those plagues were in
this specific order because in Tehilim, it brings these
plagues in a different order. Others explain that Rabbi
Yehudah broke them into three parts because each group
was done in a different way. “Datzach” [the first three
plagues] were all plagues from the earth. “Adash™ [the
following three plagues] were original plagues with no
common aspect. “Ba’ach” [the following three plagues] all
came from the air. The final plague of the slaying of the
firstborns was grouped with the other last three plagues,
despite not sharing the same aspects. The Da’at Zekenim
says that this grouping comes to teach us that every third
plague, there was no warning to Pharaoh that it would
happen. This is just as it says in the Gemara in Masechet
Sanhedrin that after the third time someone has sinned, we
do not warn him that he is going to be fined.)
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DeTZaCH, ADaSH, BeACHaV.
Dam Tzfardea Kinim  Arov Dever Shchin Barad Arbeh Choshech
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Rabbi Yose the Galilean said: From where can you
come to say that the Egyptians were struck by ten
plagues in Egypt, but by fifty plagues at the Sea? (Of
course we don’t need a source for the ten plagues that
struck the Egyptians, as it is explicitly mentioned in the
Torah. But, from where do we know that they were struck
by fifty plagues by the sea?)
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Of the plagues in Egypt it says: “And the magicians
said to Pharaoh, it is the finger of God.” Of those by
the sea, however, it says: “When Israel saw the great
hand which HaShem laid upon the Egyptians, the
people feared HaShem, and believed in HaShem and in
His servant Moshe.” (Meaning that if it says about
HaShem striking the Egyptians in Egypt that it was the
finger of God, then by the sea, it must have been fifty,
because it says “the hand of God.” The reason that they
were struck with specifically fifty plagues by the sea is
because Pharaoh said, “Who 1s HaShem?” The Hebrew
word for “who” is “Mi - "»,” and has the numerical value
of 50. Also, the word for sea (Yam - 0°) has the numerical
value of 50 as well.

DIIXN2 TNPR TINY NIDR WY D2ENI WH D
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How many [plagues] did they receive with the finger?
Ten plagues! Then it follows that since there were ten
plagues in Egypt, there were fifty at the sea (where they
were hit with the whole hand) .
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Rabbi Eliezer said: From where do we know that each
plague that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought upon
the Egyptians in Egypt, consisted of four plagues?

198 DN 792y I8N 1190 | a3Thhe N
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For it is stated: “He sent forth upon them His burning
anger: wrath, indignation and trouble, troops of
messengers of evil,”

noYwn WY T3 .0NW opn JAnR Y
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‘Wrath> was one plague, ‘indignation’ a second,
‘trouble’ a third, and ‘troops of messengers of evil’ a
fourth;
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consequently they were struck by forty plagues'! in
Egypt, and two hundred at the sea. (Meaning, if in
Egypt they were struck with 40 plagues, it turns out that in
the sea there were 200 plagues because each finger was 40
plagues.)
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Rabbi Akiva said: From where do we know that each
plague that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought upon
the Egyptians in Egypt, consisted of five plagues?

"' Lechem Oni says that the forty plagues correspond to the forty days
that Moshe Rabbeinu was on Mount Sinai, as they mainly wanted to kill
Moshe and stop him from leading Am Yisrael to receive the Torah.
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For it is said: “He sent forth upon them His burning
anger, wrath, indignation and trouble, troops of
messengers of evil.”
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‘His burning anger’ was one plague, ‘wrath’ a second,
‘indignation’ a third, ‘trouble’ a fourth, and ‘troops of
messengers of evil’ a fifth; (The argument between Rabbi
Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva is if “His burning anger” is a
considered a plague. According to Rabbi Eliezer, he
doesn’t count “His burning anger” as a plague, as it is just
a general theme behind all the plagues. Rabbi Akiva, on
the other hand, holds that it also is part of the plagues.
[Abudrahem])
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consequently they were struck by fifty plagues in
Egypt, and two hundred and fifty''* at the sea.

Dayenu - 177

This song of “Dayenu” is made up of fifteen favors, and in
each we express that it would have been enough without them,
but HaShem still did them for us. One of the reasons for this is
that it corresponds with the fifteen chapters of “Shir
HaMa’alot” in Tehilim. Also, it corresponds with the fifteen
steps that there were in the Beit HaMikdash between the
women’s section and the Israelite section.

99V 2IPRY Niaiw NivYR R

112 The reason that they were struck by 250 plagues at the sea is because
the Egyptians wanted to extinguish the metaphorical candle of Am
Yisrael, and candle in Hebrew (Ner - 1) has the numerical value of 250
(Lechem Oni). The reason why the rabbis are seemingly trying to learn
out from the verses that the Egyptians received more and more plagues is
because HaShem said that all the plagues that the Egyptians received will
not come upon the Jewish people. The rabbis want to find more and more
plagues that the Egyptians received so that there will be more and more
illnesses and plagues that cannot fall on the Jewish people (Minhat
Eliyahu).
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For how many favors do we owe thanks to the
Ever-Present!

:1177 DOVDW 272 AWY N 2R ARONIT PR

If He had brought us out of Egypt (even in a natural
way), but had not executed judgments upon the
Egyptians, it would have sufficed for us (because even
by taking Am Yisrael out of Egypt in a natural way with
no miracles, it would still be a great thing, as there were
many magicians that wanted to use there witchcraft to stop
them) !

T BTN AWy K9 .0owpw on2 AWy X

If He had executed judgments upon them (through the
ten plagues), but not upon their gods, it would have
sufficed for us!

397 2797102 377 KDY .270TOR TRy 19N
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If He had destroyed their gods (meaning: in the last
plague, all of the Egyptian idols were destroyed. If it was
made of wood, it would become rotten, if it was made of
metal it would melt, etc. This is a great thing because even
if some of the Jewish people still served idols, now they
understand that the idols have no substance or power.), but
not at the same time slain their first-born, it would
have sufficed for us!

1177 229R-NK N 103 NP .0797102 A7 O

If He had slain their first-born but not given us their
wealth, it would have sufficed for us! (Some say that
here we are referring to the money that we took with us
from the Egyptians when we first left Egypt. Others,
however, hold that this refers to the money that we found
by the sea shore at the splitting of the sea, and they say
that because the money we took with us initially when
leaving Egypt was already promised by HaShem to
Avraham, and couldn't have been nullified.)
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And how do we know that their wealth was given to
us? As it says of the Israelites, concerning the gold,
silver and garments given them by the Egyptians just
before they left: “And they emptied out Egypt.” [We
learn from this] that they made it like the depths of the
sea with no fish. Alternatively, they made it like a trap
[for birds] with no grain [to lure them]. (The Hebrew
word used in the verse for “they emptied out” is related to the
words for “the depths of the sea” and for “nets” implying that
when the Israelites had left Egypt it was as empty of wealth as

the depths of the sea are of fish or as unbaited nets are of birds.
[Talmud Berachot 9b].)

8737 NTIR TN 23 N2 NN 29027 22 MY

Why, then, is the wealth acquired later by the sea
(when the Egyptians drowned) valued more highly
than that acquired in Egypt itself?
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Because the wealth taken in Egypt came from private
homes, but that taken at the sea had been brought
along by the Egyptians from their treasure houses.
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Concerning this it is said [in Tehilim, 68:14]: “as the
wings of a dove overlaid with silver” - this is the booty
in Egypt; “its pinions of yellow gold" - this is the booty
at the sea.
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And it is said (Yechezkel 16:7): “you grew big, tall and
came to be...” - this is the booty in Egypt; “...of great
charm” - this is the booty at the sea. And it is said
(Cant. 1:11): “We will make thee necklaces of gold,” -
this is the booty in Egypt; “studded with silver” - this is
the booty at the sea.
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If He had given us their wealth but not also divided the
sea for us, it would have sufficed for us! (Of course
HaShem would have saved us, He would just simply do it
a different way. We have to explain this way because what
help would the money provide if they were chasing after
us to kill us at a dead end? [Rashbam)])
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207

If He had divided the sea without taking us through it
on dry land, it would have sufficed for us! (The purpose
of making it dry is to make it easy for everyone to walk
through, and by doing this, HaShem showed that He truly
loves us, as He even worried for the smallest troubles like
our shoes and clothing not getting dirty.)

29N MR PR KDY 72772 99N WA N
1927

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



188

If He had led us through it on dry land, but not
drowned our oppressors in it, it would have sufficed for
us!
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If He had drowned our oppressors in it, but had not
provided for our needs in the wilderness for forty
years, it would have sufficed for us! (Meaning, of course
we would have still eaten, but we would have to eat from
our own cattle and resources that we received from the
Egyptians.)
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If He had provided for our needs in the wilderness for
forty years but not fed us with Manna, it would have
sufficed for us! (HaShem could have provided us food
from a natural source, like wheat or barley, and it still
would have been a miracle, because it’s in the middle of
the desert. However, HaShem gave us Manna, which was
very spiritual and completely satisfied the person. It was
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entirely nutritious and was completely absorbed by the
body with no left over excrement.)
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If He had fed us with Manna, but not also given us the
Shabbat, it would have sufficed for us! (We would have
anyways kept Shabbat, as we would learn it from the fact
that there was no Manna on Shabbat. But, HaShem still
commanded us to keep the Shabbat so that we should have
many merits and so that He should increase our reward
[Magid Dvarav LeYaakov].)
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If He had given us the Shabbat, but not led us to
Mount Sinai (to show us His glory), it would have
sufficed for us!

7907 NN WY NI KDY 9% 7 19 3R BN
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If He had brought us before Mount Sinai, but not given
us the Torah, it would have sufficed for us! (Meaning, if
HaShem had not given us the Torah Himself, but rather
through a messenger, it would have sufficed for us.
Alternatively, the meaning is that if He had given us only
part of the mitzvot. [Rashbam])
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If He had given us the Torah, but not led us into the
land of Israel, it would have sufficed for us! (Meaning
that we would have not gone into the land of Israel, but our
children would have definitely gone in, as HaShem had
promised it to us. [Rashbam] Alternatively, if HaShem had
not promised it to us at all, it would have been enough.
[Minhat Eliyahu])
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If He had led us into the land of Israel and not built a
Temple for us (but only built us the Mishkan), it would
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have sufficed for us (even though all the miracles of the
Temple weren't seen there)!
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Thus, how much more so do we owe thanks to the
Ever-Present for all His manifold favors (Meaning,
every favor that HaShem did for us resulted in many more
good things)! He brought us forth from Egypt, executed
judgments upon them and upon their gods, slew their
first-born, gave us wealth, divided the sea for us, led us
through it on dry land and drowned our oppressors in
it, supplied our needs in the wilderness for forty years
and fed us with Manna, gave us the Shabbos, led us
before Mount Sinai, gave us the Torah, brought us into

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



192

the Promised Land and built us a Temple to atone for
all our sins.

Rabban Gamliel Haya Omer - HX>25 329
IR 797
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Rabban Gamliel used to say: Whoever does not say the
following three things at the Pesach festival, has not
fulfilled his duty, (Meaning, if one didn’t explain the
reasons for those three things, he does not fulfill his
obligation of eating the Korban Pesach, matzah, and
maror. We learn it from the verse that says “mar ananRx)
nod” that one needs to explain why we eat the Pesach
offering. We link matzah and maror with the Pesach
offering and we learn them from it.)
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namely: the Pesach sacrifice,'"* Matzah, and Maror.

One should not look, point at, or pick up the
Shankbone on the Seder plate whilst reading the
following passage:
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The Pesach sacrifice that our fathers ate at the time
when the Holy Temple was still standing — for what
reason?'"* (Meaning, the miraculous event of the
separation between the Jewish firstborns and the Egyptian
ones was only for the firstborns. Why do we all

'3 The Pesach offering (in the form of the Afikoman) is eaten at the end
of the Seder after eating matzah and maror, so it should theoretically be
mentioned last. We can simply say that because it is the most important,
we mention it first. For the same reason, matzah is mentioned before the
maror, because it is more important than the maror.

114 Meaning, why do we commemorate the Pesach sacrifice in Egypt? It
can’t be because of the Egyptians' anger when they saw us preparing the
lamb for the sacrifice [as sheep are the gods of the Egyptians], and the
miracle that they did not hurt us. It is written in the Gemara, Masechet
Megilah, that we do not rejoice at the downfall or grief of our enemies.
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commemorate it, shouldn’t only the firstborns
commemorate it?)
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Because the Holy One, blessed be He, passed over the
houses of our fathers in Egypt, (Meaning, although the
destructive angel got permission to kill every firstborn
Egyptian, he cannot differentiate, and would have killed
even Jews who were not firstborns. Thus, HaShem
Himself got involved and protected each and every one of
us from this decree, and He Himself was the one who
saved us.)

neD N iR N7 MOSTMar ARTENY (RN
DUFRTNY BMR IR NIRRT
NIRWN 2YT TP PFT NN

for so it is said in the Torah: “You shall say, it is a
Pesach sacrifice for HaShem, because He passed over
the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He
struck the Egyptians, and He saved our houses; and
the people bowed down and prostrated themselves.”
(They bowed down when they heard about their
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redemption and that they would receive the promised land
in the future [Rashi].)

72l ANTARY 20 MRWY DRY 72 10T 293NN
YYD N7 oD

O faithful ones, set in order your praises and offering
to Go!

“And you shall say: It is a Pesach sacrifice for
HaShem.”

NixR By 29w 9953 W 2w Hip mean
191 N PN R-Ralhleb
QNN

Lift your voice happily in song on this night of
protection Divine; Eat it with matzah and maror;
drink My wine.
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7R 2R PX TV DY .2NIwINT-DRY  JIwINe
11R-22 oo 293YR-2
NN

Through faithful Moshe has the Beginning of all
beginnings. Redeemed His multitudes from exile and
all its sufferings.

9173 °2 ODYTY 7OV ODTB0 1TOM DTS 2N OB
NIRRT YT

I have recounted His miracles and of His loving
kindness I have sent word; I truly know there is none
so great as HaShem.

DERR IRYY 2MIPRY TR 2T 923907
7T NIN2X-DD

ananRN\y
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As numerous as the stars of the heavens, yet united as
Menashe and Ephraim; Was the multitude of HaShem
that night, as it left Egypt.

Y LInEn i nTyY By .inin B
STUTO3 YRl

QNN

Then He gave the Torah as an inheritance to this; His
congregation; We are the followers of His
commandments, we are HaShem’s nation.

PRIN-D2 1KY LIP3 2MIIYY PR DRSS
T2 niomy 29
an"nkY

Your deeds are wondrous; by Your miracles we are
overawed; Let all your faithful ones say: “It is good to
trust in HaShem!”

One should pick up the top Matzah and say:
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ST DI HY 2YDRIN IR 9T IRR

This unleavened bread: why do we eat it? (Meaning, if
we eat the matzah to commemorate the matzah our fathers
ate in Egypt when they were slaves, why do we lean and
eat in a way of freedom? The answer is no, we eat the
matzah for a different reason, as the Haggadah answers.)

PoRmT? 0028 YW opxa popen NYw ot by
TN WITRT 23R 29R TR 2Ry AvNw TV
7O DN NI

Because the dough of our fathers did not have time to
rise before the King of kings, the Holy One blessed be
He revealed Himself and immediately redeemed them.
(Although we were commanded to bake matzot before we
left Egypt, we were'” commanded to bake matzot because

!5 At the beginning of the Haggadah, we say in contradiction that we eat
matzot because it was what our fathers ate in Egypt during our slavery.
The Sforno explains that Am Yisrael initially would be in a rush to do
their Egyptian master’s orders, and thus they ate matzot. However, when
they left Egypt, they were in a rush to do HaShem s commands. Thus,
matzah was intitally Lechem Oni, meaning the bread of our torture, but
now it is a sign of our serving to HaShem, which is real freedom.
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the reality was that either way, we would have made
matzot because of our speedy redemption. HaShem just
commanded them beforehand so that it should be a
mitzvah for them to fulfill and receive merit for.)

2OTX%R INORIT MWN PRITNN BN NI
o321 N 2vignn WAt yRn NP 02 nigw ny
DT WpyTN? 77370 MATRnT

As it is said: “And they baked unleavened bread from
the dough which they had taken with them from Egypt.
It had not leavened because they were driven out of
Egypt in a hurry and could not delay nor had they
prepared any provisions for the way.”

One should pick up the Maror and say:

ST 2 DY 292N WmINY 777 9

This bitter herb: why do we eat it? (Meaning, what is
the point of eating maror? The matzah we understand is
because of our slavery [see the footnote on previous page].
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Charoset is because of the cement we were enslaved to
build with and how our babies were used for bricks. The
Karpas we eat to commemorate the straw we used to make
the bricks. Why add the maror?)

WA MW DR DYIRT MWW 2w Oy
273732

Because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our
fathers (spiritually and physically) in Egypt.

SRR MR TRV 2IONTAN MM NN
anTayb> N8 AT TTRpThoY  oviaha
:7ID3 272 ITIYTIWN

As it is said: “They made their lives bitter with hard
labor, with mortar and brick and with all manner of
work in the field; and they made them slave rigorously
at all their labor.”

N IAXY-NN NINTTY QTN 277 95T T97-5o2
2R REY N7
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In each generation, everyone is obliged to behave as
though he personally went out of Egypt. (Meaning, the
natural tendency of human beings is to avoid remembering
grief and sad memories in the past, especially when it
didn’t happen to you. Therefore, we are obligated to feel
that it happened now, because this miracle happened to all
of Klal Yisrael, and we wouldn’t be here if it hadn't
happened [U’BeShnayim Mi Yodea].''®)

71 M2P2 WRY NITT 202 TI3% DNTATY RN
:OYERR SNRED VD YT Ty

As it is said: “And you shall tell your son on that day
saying: it is for this that HaShem did for me when [/
went out of Egypt.”

11® We already learned previously that if we wouldn’t have been redeemed
from Egypt, we would have stayed there until today, so we practically
already mentioned that we have to feel like we ourselves left Egypt, as
that’s really the truth. The book BeZevach Pesach explains that Avadim
Hayinu refers to how HaShem saves our physical bodies, but here, it
refers to our spiritual redemption.
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RT3 WITRT PR3 7292 woniay NN NHw
RORIT MNINY MR 272 ORI UNIR ON KON
WX YIRTTNN MY nnh uON Ko7 kY own

:N9NaRY vaw

For it was not only our fathers that the Holy One
blessed be He redeemed but us too, as it is said: “And
He brought us out from there, in order to bring us to,
and give us, the land which He promised our
forefathers.”

SRSy ;AWY D9aY ;TG 29200 NN 72057
N ) NIRRT APy M O9pyr TTY oy
DR 2°933-92

Therefore it is our duty to thank, to praise, to laud, to
glorify, to exalt, to honor, to bless, to extol and give
respect to Him who performed all these miracles for
our fathers and for us. (The reason why we use seven
different words for praise is that it corresponds with the
seven levels of Heaven [Tosfot, Pesachim]. Zevach Pesach
says that it corresponds to the seven days of the week,
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hinting at the obligation we have every day of the week to
mention Yetziat Mitzrayim. Some add )

TI59Y LTRRAD TIRPWRY MNY NITIYR URORIT
2173 IR ahDNMY L2t 2Py banmy nnwy
TINM99T 1IDY MNN

He has brought us forth from slavery to freedom, from
sorrow to joy, from mourning to festivity, from
darkness to bright light, and from bondage to
redemption! Therefore let us recite a new song before
Him. Hallelujah!

First Half of Hallel

In this section, we start with the two first chapters of
Hallel, and the rest we finish after Birkat HaMazon on the
fourth cup. The Sefer HaManhig explains that we split it
into two because we want to respect every cup of wine. On
the first cup of wine, we say kiddush. By the third cup, we
say Birkat HaMazon on it. On the fourth cup we say
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Hallel. So, in order to respect the second cup, we say a
portion of the Hallel on it. Others explain that we want the
children to ask why we stop in the middle of the Hallel.
The rabbis explain that the break in between the two
sections of Hallel is not considered an interruption,
because this Hallel is more of a song and does not
constitute the actual obligation of Hallel. We already fulfill
our obligation when we say Hallel during Arvit.

One should cover the Matzot and pick up the cup of wine
and say:

T LN BYTNR YT I STAY 99 | R
WRWSIR RYTTYY AR Tian M ow
M | 2Ry 0 I oy 9w iNianTTy
URMNT MWEOR T2 n li7i avmwn Yy
WP PN 2vmws NIk ShHopwnn inawh
DORITITDY WY 1IN 2297 NHWRR 0T pYn
D9327708 M3T NIPY | O3win iy ST oy

LR R
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Praise HaShem. Praise, O you servants of HaShem,
Praise the name of HaShem (It says three times to praise,
corresponding to the Kohanim, and the Israelites). Blessed
be the name of HaShem from now and for evermore
(Meaning, we have to bless HaShem since we left Egypt
until this very day. Although there are many bad
occurrences that happen, we have to thank HaShem for the
seemingly as we than HaShem for the good [Chukat
HaPesach]). From the rising of the sun, till its setting,
HaShem’s name is to be praised (Meaning, both those
that live in the East and those that live in the West need to
praise HaShem [as the sun rises in the East and sets in the
West]. We use these two directions because the majority of
the world’s inhabitants are located there). HaShem is high
above all nations; His glory is above the heavens. Who
is like HaShem our God? He is enthroned on high, yet
looks down so low, upon the heavens and the earth. He
raises the poor out of the dust, lifts the needy from the
dunghill, in order to seat him with princes, the princes
of His people (Meaning, He can take the most simple
person and put him amongst the most distinguished
people. And not just materialistically distinguished people,
but people that are more distinguished than him in their
fulfillment of mitzvot [Metzudat Tzion]). He turns the
barren woman of the house into a joyful mother of
children! Praise HaShem! (A barren lady doesn’t want to
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stay at home, so she goes outside to escape from her grief.
So, HaShem blesses her to have many children and have to
stay at home in order to take care of them, and she is

happy.)

70y Ty apn 2PYY vy avEnn DRIws DRE3
O AR 2T enTuen RN WIRh AT
nigas DR TR 2T NINY 29 11
INImRY 290 7T 0NN P BT TR INETIRD
pPR NI NN DOROND MTRIN 2T
MRT S2EAT APy AIYN CIBTE YR M 1T

:ammIpRG weRh oo

When Yisrael went out of Egypt, the house of Yaakov
from a people of alien tongue, Yehudah became His
sanctuary (as it was the chosen tribe for leadership
because Nachshon was the first one to have faith in
HaShem and jump into the sea by the Sea of Reeds),
Yisrael His dominion (this refers to the tribes, and each
leader of their tribe took care of their own tribe, and
because of that we left Egypt). The sea saw it and fled,
the Jordan turned back on itself (because all the water
in the world split into two during the Splitting the Sea).
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The mountains skipped like rams (when we received the
Torah), the hills like lambs. (We ask them:) What ails
you, sea, that you flee; you, Jordan, that you turn
back; you, mountains, that you skip like rams; you,
hills, like lambs? (And they answered: We) Tremble,
earth, before the Master, before the God of Yaakov;
who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a
wellspring.

Second Cup of Wine

There is a debate amongst the Rishonim what is the essence of
this Beracha. Some say that it is a Beracha over the miracles
and over the Exodus from Egypt. Some say that it is Beracha
over the Haggadah as a whole.

WIRD WY 27T e W M DS M3
ST YT NPONT .2Emn DIy N NN
STORY MWTRR N 3D . 7R 92 DIoRY
2OR3T 2OMR 2737 2OTYIRG uPNAT Wiy
2OWRY Y I ol .oy unRph
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MWK 2OM0RT 11 2OMITT T2 W DRI ANTIAYD
TW T AT I MW VR WY AR pw
MM T0R TN IR NITR DY) UN9RI Y WIN

TOR? DR

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the
universe, who redeemed us and our fathers from Egypt
and has brought us this night to eat matzah and maror.
May HaShem our God so bring us to future festivals
and holidays in peace; happy at the rebuilding of Your
city and joyful in Your Temple service. May we there
partake of the sacrifices and Passover offerings whose
blood will be sprinkled upon the sides of Your altar
and graciously accepted. Then we will thank You with
a new song for our redemption and the deliverance of
our souls. Blessed are You, HaShem, who has redeemed
Israel.

WDIMTD DPSWY KT P2 NWTR T DR
R”P 771 o R7YH AMTY W anmT
DN 02 w3 (M) 2YOY RTIMR LKVR YRR
V2NN VI 012 DY 17 nIRWY are 1272 0T
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M7 2992 m973% DT 2MIm upAw niviD
D2 MR NWT 2R TONY TON-02W .nixnd
3970 FTRERAY LY TR 3TN Al | O JARsY

TR T YR WY A

One now drinks the second cup of wine while leaning
on the left side without making a Beracha

RACHTZAH - 1317

Some say this prayer before washing which was composed by

HaRav Yosef Chaim and first published in his Lashon
HaChaim.

DT LSNPS RIT TR NWTR T Owh
R”P 771 2w R7YH ADMTY MO AR
DN 02 w3 (M) 2% RTIMR LKVR YRR
27ORIRDRY NIRWITY NI NREITThD awa
ATEY IR MER ndhany .7y 2niem
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STWY TR IND NIOER SUNDThIR STRy
D77 VEIRY 1M B MIT IPEOY MINNE-baT
’7!2? NN n’zﬁ’?; xR BioNY TINT IR R NEn

IN9ing WY T M WRD .nixna an
BIFY T2 OPITL WNER W0RRA W MYiTRT
TRYn KY M¥@Y PRI 228 K97 Mwyn NX° myn
N9IORR WMDY MmxnY aPENn XD nxnnnetbhoT
R27 INDY I9ONA NiZR B Npawd MR .yRn
DioRy Nvw myn KD ngn LRy awy Boon

g5 aR-NDT owyn X5 mmy Lppn n2iten

W Tee

IRWT Awyn K9 M Rw N7 ARTUNY vRn
WY M Nm oniyY 73 .Bp0N33 R NY
R Nign WY PN 579 N7 PET niwy™

%%y aipn2

WM STORY WNIR M PIshe 1IN
oW T IR TIDY AN N9IpRY AR NIW
"N XD TIER TRYN NN 7302 TEn nRN
7312) MATY AR NM9Y NN niNeTThos
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WITPR TR 2P | ) .N2PT KDWY 3w
W YR WY auie W ey Wy
7393

One should raise their hands opposite their face with their
palms facing towards them and then say

WPTR WK 27T 79 WION T 7O T2
10772 D203 Y X vhigna

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us concerning the
ritual washing of hands.

MoTzi MATZAH - D82 N8N

One takes all three matzot and says Hamotzi on them. One
should drop the lowest matzah and then say Al Achilat
Matzah on the remaining two. One then eats two Kazayitot
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of matzah while leaning on the left side. One should make
sure not to speak until after Korech.

Before one says the Beracha they should say:

D9R"NR 2F?TINN TANY MR PR Yy
TN 13987 nTRRY YAy AN s Hnva
:2IIATTY PR (1 NIWT e naws) WP

All eyes look to You and You give them their food in its
time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of
every living thing. Blessed is He who sanctifies (if Pesach
falls on Shabbat add: the Shabbat,) Yisrael and the festivals.

Without making an noticeable interruption or talking one
should continue with the Beracha:

an? KOXT .0YIWT TR WIOR VT AAN T2
PRI T

WPTR W DPIWT Ton WHN AT AN T2
TTER NPIOK DY MY 1PNixn:
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(HaMotzi) Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of
the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.

(Al Achilat Matzah) Blessed are You, HaShem our God,
King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us concerning the
eating of matzah.

MAROR - "2

One takes a Kazayit (28cc) of Maror and dips in the
Haroset. One should shake off the Haroset so the taste
stays bitter.

Some say this prayer before making the Beracha which was
composed by HaRav Yosef Chaim and first published in his
Lashon HaChaim.

VORI LNPSW RIT TN RWTP T Dwd
x”'? -3y aw N'TH_T?’? ,qbﬁn-:;q AT R
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DN P2 DW2 (M) 279% K72 K7D 7RI
RITT OT2 ¥ 71 N8 mxn 2y A% 1T
TR BYI |7 ORI Y2 owa 2byn vhy
TRYRY WY MR W, ARy WHY WO

2373392 Y

After we make the Beracha, we eat the maror and we do not
lean, and we do not make a sandwich out of the matzah and
maror.

WYTR WK 27T TR WTN AT AN T2
1797 n2°o8 Y MY PNivn3

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us concerning the
eating of the bitter herbs.
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One takes a Kazayit (28 cc) of the third matzah with
Kazayit of maror and dips it in Haroset and says:

WM WD WIPRY 127 7202 KR 2 R
277 BN N3 T7RINY 13792 MW I Y
SAT9ON 2R NIFRHY LRRIW-T

Matzah and bitter herbs but no blessing is said, for it is
just a remembrance of the practice of Hillel the Sage
during the time when the Temple stood. He held that
the Pesach sacrifice, matzah and maror should all be
eaten together (ie. as a sandwich), in literal
interpretation of the verse: “They shall eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.”

One eats the Korech sandwich leaning to the left side.
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SHULCHAN ORECH - 7w
7w

One eats the meal joyously. One should not eat

too much in order to be able to enjoy the
Afikoman.

The custom is to eat the egg before starting the meal, and
we do not make a Beracha over it. One says before eating
the egg:

TN 12777 9
In remembrance of the festival offering.

During the meal it is good to say:

R Ty N@OW NUSTR N3 R 98 Nnhw
RIT IR NPT RDRUIR 7N NRYY NUPTR
WTIP TPRT IR NIT? DIN PRT WP KR
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MR WIPDM LT3 RISMWRD 72 RIWYDNY
NPRY NWIR NP MmN K7 .NDTD T3
PRI R I PRI TR POMIT RNPRYT
RDVTOR PP PRIND 77 19308 WP PIRNNT
RN KRNIV 77 PIPAR T3 PRI .NOT2WN
T .I2 CIRR3 M PR SPNR PITeR

IRIT T3 RWTR? NOIW PIIWR

SR DIN 2027 D LNIRY RYINT NOPDT Ni7
RDIWMI2 ORYY RIS ROWR ORI PRI T3
N3y Ny SR 2w nyaw N3 72 NWTR
NTTRR NPT 1733 O¥R PN KRO? ONT 03033
R3133 .7UUR W73 T°2PY T3 TIU0 957 noaan
RYINT DR DOTWD NIRRT AT STYT
TORYY PEWOR WS 937 NONRR UMK 37 MK
W1 PORT TPOT PRI PG M a2 TuR
INTT T2 SR RIP? PROT PRI PN .RMTD
TRIWR T2 JIINRT RIPTOT KNTHD N
2T NI RWT P2 RWTRT DI NN
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R202 N7 TR RWTR U0 3 NPYY KM
NDIONT K727 DNIWY 19IN T2 .i7°7 Ruawiy
RIT2 YTIR9) 20707 RDIBN SRT 730 772K 73
PRIWY 3 MOIMRT XTI VPR KT RIIRT
T2 .NTTINZ OORYY RDOINT ANDY NDROT
YRR 2O DM IRY PIIX 392 PN
WP PRWRY PYINE 91 MWW B3 TiNgN
T2 SR NIXRT ANTDY 202 7Y P

JYANY | VAR 29I i

TZAFUN - B2

After one has finished their meal, they should take the half
of the Matzah that he kept for the Afikomen and make a
sandwich that is 2 Kazayitot (56 cc). If one is weak or gets
easily filled up and it 1s difficult for him to eat a sandwich
that 1s 2 Kazayitot (56 cc) he should eat only a sandwich
that is 1 Kazayit (28 cc) and eat it in one place and not in
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multiple places. One should be careful to eat the sandwich
before midnight and not eat anything after that.

Before one eats they should say:

;¥R DY Y817 70D J2RY 731

In remembrance of the Pesah offering which was eaten
to satiety.

BARECH - 773

One should pour Eliyahu HaNavi’s cup of wine now
and open the door. Then one should wash Mayim

Achronim and hold the third cup of wine in his hands.

If one has 3 or more adult males that have eaten bread
with him, they must make a Zimun.
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The person leading the Zimun should recite out
loud:

N9 922 IN%aR TORN NPTO2 MY 273N
PIERTNNY R 2EONITNN YRwi Y37 937
7937 *2™I3T) Aim nban coTNghp Arn e
75 7983 1AM 1Ty agivh W ow awave
WD L9827 ANRhR oRiptTy anen

ST 2387 WK

I will constantly bless HaShem, His praise will always
be on my lips. When all is said and done: fear God and
keep His commandments, for this constitutes Man. Let
my mouth speak the praise of the Lord and all flesh
bless His Holy name for ever and ever. And let us bless
the Lord from now and for ever more; Praise HaShem.
And he said to me: This is the table that is before
HaShem.

The person leading the Zimun should recite out
loud:
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RUTR FR7Y N7 T3 77 27
(the listeners respond 2%7w)
NUPTR N7V N99R NN
(If Shabbat XN3%% N3W N2 )
RUOTR RIDUIN R2Y Rai® narmay
7721 .22
(If there is 10 or more adult men say %9R)
:ibwn nhNY

The participants and the leader say together:
198w (With 10 or adult men say %398) 7172
1939977 21757 129031 o
Continue from here:

WD ORT 29T TR WIOR LTI DR T2
P2 TENR M2 .23 192 2PWI-NXY NDIN
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ATOM 22399 92 27937 oy 3N L2737 2R
977 1% 2em BRY 1% e KD 70 2iTaT 92113
737 o1 I U NI o3 L7y vy TRp
PRIPN-227 1IN M PRRm 53 MY 1w
INis LMNND TR0 21N VRO K3 W
AT DR N2 30T 079D hawm Ithe

9277-N8 117

TN A1NIaR? ahmimw By by M 97 ATh
DY 3T 291 77I0Y DON2 LAy Tain aTen
BOT3Y D3R NDOTHY 2IEN TIND NN
AINTRYW AN7IA DY) AR pRNTY An0I3 B
TANY 39121 297 DY .anpTine TJ9%n opn Yo
JININ ©1727) 7

27 TP BT MR WY AT Y Yy
TN D33 DAY NN LMKD pw-nN
AR T2 TTI0E WK AT PIRTOY TN
7RI ¥ YRGBy L
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oY) Ty RN BpY oy Wty mm am
oY1 77IR 2R IR 7 P9 ATV 20
21737 MDY LTTRT Y LMWR O 92T
JIPT AP AP Y TR RIpIE wiTRm
UM NI NMMT O A9RvR e
STY% ARR T 1IDOXN DN LRI A9nI3-Don
NP RN .ANRT VT X% AT s nime
oW 1137 72 AMINRI APWET 30T I8YRT
nIoo}Y .27 2%ivY o901 KO 71 a%ive winl
PRI TR ARIPRY IR IPWR TIT N2
On Shabbat say
21 MERIY PNIZRI WIOR T VPRI ¥
173 @9 % .17 WiTRM PiTHT nawa Syoawn
2 AIPNIY 92 MY 92 niawha LahInhn N7 WHTR)
22 AN A% TN WX LTEN pn mEn
D ATI3 TYTRR IR DRmR UK M
1297 MM NY2RY 2371 .NIR0ET YD KIT AN
mRIY UMW BN s KD wWiTRI DiTaT 002
TIDR WITRY Pi73 T2 BN O T 1umITn DX
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On the first and Second day of Pesach (Only on
the first day of Pesach in Israel), if one forgets to
say Yaaleh VeYavo they must finish the Beracha
that they are in the middle of and then go back to
02197-NX] 1DIN 177 X7

TN PO N2 TRRY anian bRy anby
AINIAR TIN2TT 23392 2T TREY YR A3
T3P T3 W N T 22w 139
1290 AU90Y .0 DRI N2 Tap- 19N
a7 2192 .219WHY 29238 29919 .2 TN 1Y
2 amny T WP NpR 23w a3 L1 nisng
JT1290% 92 RN YT WD LIPS Y
9273 .29390 2% 92 NI 7202 92 uTRD
WHY an Dinm uIm 0w .2 v
BTN AT TR ON 0P APPY TN 02 pwim
IR

IOR TIND A1RR TR TTY 27U 3am
RN 22w M LI
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If one forgets to say Yaaleh VeYavo and they
remembered before the Beracha of 2sw»ay w3
they must say

27} I 22T TR WHN AT DN T2
A7 2P-NN LTRRDY JIwRY DR b avaiv
TN2 T WP RPN 23w 2P-nR 1T NiRng

:2OIRTTY DRI WIRR I AN

If one forgets to say Retzeh VeChalitzenu or
Yaaleh VeYavo and they remembered before the
Beracha of 2°w»m 29u7 they must say
NIN2W I3 .27 T2 WTAR M 7N T2
27871 .N°7371 NIRY 7282 SN inpY apank
ST NIXRT AT 2P-NR LIIRRHY PR avaiw
YT AR N2 LT WIP NTpn 2w 2i-ny
:EOIRTT) PRI NI WIRR

Continue here
AN ORT 2T T WTOR I ADK T3
WiTR TR AIPRI JINTI2 TR ehn
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dURT 20T TR SR AYin uei Py
19 2917 RIT LI9 29057 KRIT 290 aP-Hosw oY
129737 17 .029295 RIT7 0923 RI7 .0 2909 NI

:298-921 AYRM M1 2R TRM I VY

NI 1007 17922 NED SY manw N1 YRnn
NI MINYY RIWT ROIT PIND DWW n2anwd
VRIOT (2O MYy TR NI AT 20T 9TY
WOINDY NIT JRANT DM MY NI DN N7
KDY NI N2 KDY T2 oA N9 Tians
RYT RO P02 29 3D RWT AT IR
DT Awpe-bh3 Anyym oAmn AN: mowd
92 KT PRI APDVT-NN M9 NRT R007
WD RAT AT DNINIE Dyn I mvy B
RIS RS NI PRTIT SFIND nRnip AR
RIT Y2007 AT DRI WRIT NRIT LAnRw
TR XM WO A7 T-ny Ny nae
DRI D DITIT MWD wpn TONY TN
172212 .72 Y21 522 .2pYY) PN 72N NaN
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VRS NI TR 2 12 Y 7993 T MO
:97i5W NP MDY WINDS KT YR

B AmI naw opw 2Ry uHny NI YRnad
On Shabbat :2%%iw:7

1230 921 2% NI N7 YN
INR? 70 1293 IR INTIA Y7 RIT 1007

QWY AWWPR-52 PN LN Snah Wi Y
g-R-l

o

I W DY T NI TR AR NoN3
TN .ARIY NITER-DD 93 7 1HY uhaNw
P2R0 W 2PTOD APIN BTN W AnTws
7Y% 210-72 1R 01 DR .INWY unn RRI-H2)
NP2 PY2 TI2) NI IROT N BT nivD
IR |12 KRWTOLDNTT TN by iyl
TR J2TY 20N MY 20332 37 WD)
WO PRI PN AN T wp om mim
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N9 vI27 PRIR ORY LYY DRI ooman
may Wi 3y NI NwR 93T 2w b
wias X7 .29%W 7YY 7pYR (79291 WY oona-ho
32 TRN 82T 277 092 KO M7 o7

XN

MRWRT NI NP WY WM N 107
iTan .N27 2Rivy wmn wrEnd o3 v
W T WwR? TenTAwY) v nipwh
M WA WM WY 2vven ARty
RIPITRY MBI | W3 ity 1emNb
o323 :armwpan WA AR POTY MORTRY)
M WKW ARRY WA Al B
WINITW-TR IRIDT? AT WNPW-T YA
TINIM 72NN 2197 IAN L2NITR L1 M
PN 2 WY AN 20N 2OR1R I Y373
Hinean M T AR TR WS 387 T3
;27w MYThN T 1 AT A Wy 1y aim
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219w TRWYY PRI RIT PRIn 2w Ry
TYRR 1R DRI Inp-92 Py by

Pour Out Your Wrath - nnan 10w

One should pour the fourth cup of wine and then
say:

nione PP1 MYTITND WK DIATON Tnwen o
WTITDN) APYINN BN 02 NP K Jawy s

AT7A B2 9N 1IN TRV BRI ey
TN SRYW NoRR 27RWN) N

HALLEL - 5977

One should say with the fourth cup of wine:
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TTRN0Y 7122 10 TAwR Wy ND Aim M N7
DTN RITTR AT YIS mRh RNy
NRR DAY WY YRUTIWK P2 27w WON)
PP MATY K9 27YAR 1OTN T AwyR 2
N9 077 NN W XYY 27 DN 1N N7 oY
WHT KYY BRI M N 1 oapT e
MYER"IWR 2 2wy NI 2713 183132 TN
MR IR D3 DY ANTR MRR U an3
MINORT IR 23 2 MR MR IR

IRIT D3 DAY A2 M2

TRY TR maTAy TR TR WIS
Dddupd AT R TR I8 nathw
1DR°I2TYYY 2%y DRy M ng° tvRTanTay
DRI IPIN) MW AWy Mt anx 293
Donp NP 1DTRTIY WM yAREY o o
M3 OTIR 1AM LT STPhn NO Mo

AT 2RY=TYY TNYR
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U™ ORI YIPTNR MM | YRR SN
MIERY MRTRAN | OISR IRIPR R R N
RPN TUTIOWRY INYRN I A8 OPRIR YN
WIPRY, PUTSY AN M0 wEr muvn iy s
SR IR 99 dRIDT YT 2RND MW AR
CWBI RPN O 1Y Yra TINTTD DI WwBl
TRINR NI RITNE ARRTIR PYTIE M
I IRTR O3 NIRRT 2T NIEIND AT Y

127D DTNTD2 TTHTI ONIRN N ITNR oY
DiPI=oin %Y SRiMWINtYD MY WNTAR
DPWR TR T3 RPN YT DwRY NN
ORI YT DPR R inpthshy  RETATH
TIIWIN T OIRTD TN OMIN TR
QWY 7790 F3T NAIRTTR I9INT DUNS TNRNTYS
Hinpooh RITTTN DRWN ANTYR NI INRN T

:79YPYRn 29RMTY 9599A3 Y nog | NI
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723 °R 1EMRTVR WMWY DR MITTNR 9
TR AR 2Rh mmhRN ren | by
"2 PRI RITIRD i7en 2RIy 02 2192 MY
1370m 2RIY °2 TIIRAOR RIMKD TR0 ARy

13797 2RIWY %2 I R RITMR

N9 o9 MY I 2RI MY M ONNR ERITI
XY OMWR Y MM IR R ARYIR NS
291 127N 72N T2 NIDNY 299 SN RN
DW3 1230 2YIATH3 12v3°TID MUIN M2 NivN?
2 MY W2 PR30TE PR AR R A
BWR ORI WRD BT 22373 N30 BB
DIMY AL VR IONT ANT oy R Al
TN 7ET | DI Y PTIIYL R DN I
T TR R ARy 27 PR R ChaN:
AT MpR K (m oawy MY PRy e
303 NP nwey o199y N i Sy tdoNt
WL LT TN D2TNIR PR vRTnnD

193 N3 2OPOTE Y
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MW R TTIR SR HTIm oM 02 TN
WYY 02T 2127 108% 138 Wy YTam
DK% D7D WNTD AN 2°3927 9NR 3N 7B
FUTNRR OPPYR DNYRI ROT DNT AN MM,
Y APY AT IPPYS MRS XOF DNT AN
7PN MM ARy obatAr 2 amwn avn

12 R

NIX N3 TOWIT T NI N AP T NI
INLPTED 7Y NI N3 TR i

TIN2 1T NSRR DHNRT2 MY owR N3 N3
Y9N M DRk B2 T 2WR Nan
| R 7317 NIEETY 2902Y2 ATINER uR WM
:I2IAT NIINPETY 290202 ATTINER 1Y W T
TIINY TAN DN ITRRIR IR 7R AnR RN
23700 2290 92 29w TR AT caniaN by

3791 223Y% 92 23D MR 17N
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Songs of Praise and Thanks

STTRRY 79T iTem aRIYYh o2 23w "R 17
"2 DATNT ITR? TN 97eR 2RIWY V2 2URT
219 %2 173% NiTTH NiRYRI WYY (iTem 2T
i7om 2RiwY Sp opana omwa awyh iten
Yy 97em aRivy o Mty YaNm »Rny
nuRRh WawaTny (iTen 2RiYY 92 29973 297N
2 DPTID32 DYIER N2nY [iTem DRIV O3 172
:i7om 2RiYYh 52 oRinm BRI RYI™ 19700 aRiYY
A ITRm 2R v Ty YIMR PIm T3
2R Py HTen 2RIy 2 2 MRt
923 §7°m AYe Spd 1iTen 2RIy %2 19in3
2T S2 IRTRR wy TRy iTem 2Ry 2
3P, 3TeR 2RI o2 o7 23R many iTen
MVART T2 TIM0R 1ITRR 2RIT 92 2OPIN 23R
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1379m DRIDY 3 12T 7R AP 1iTen 2R V2
PRy Toma Tem 2RIy V2 Y 23N NN
2iwY 52 MR % NIV [17en 2RIWY O3 7Y
2 DRWD YRY 1T TRR BRIy %2 watvY

:i7em 2ivh

MM WIOR AV TR DY 712D O0-%2 R
SRR uPYR TIPT anim NDR wa-b?
W2 TR TTYII ON ADN 27IWF-T) 27wE-1
2% 739 JDORMY 17D Lpowin BRI (T9R)
KON 72101 19w 9% Ny PR P 772 NY-Ho3

NN

178 NI D i 20Ny 29N SN
INRIY ATIRT NINSWNI-P03 Dhand JNiTin-b2
Ko naN 209 TN 2002 1N LTRna
BORTW PORRTY DY IWRT E K9 o
ORIty 2P mpiE .2%RIn NBITY .avnn omm
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T BRI TINERT) BRRR MwRT 20803
29797 MmN 772

993 3972 7130 339WHY .20 0 RO 1198 19N
DITORR WPYPY POPT O30T 1AW 2Ninen
MY W NP TN A2 W
PITIA? PRORER WMN PN NIKD Nivp w9
NOR-5Y 3278 TRW-NN TN APIOR M 7Y
2°RYD niaan 29 297 295ON YR nhNn
A1NIAN 2YY WY WYY NN 2791 N2t
YTV D3R DTN I UNING BV 2D
2R 09393 pIWRY I 2R DT
O3 DY DNIMR IR YRR nRET
TN AWATY N PRAT WY MT TP 09T
INOIY AW MM 2 NIPEYW 2OIEN 2 W
17 .87 17 A1D3 DR WK TR N2
WRPN TRW-NR AT NP NI 3737
J2WD 77 TW-92) 7P A7 m9-02 o3 .TRp
ARIP-221 ¥I2N 77 TI3-92) A2¥D 7 W53
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YR 3P R NIBYT AN TIRY
TIVRRA | ARy 0 NI 0372 TRy 1D
TOINT I W PIR iy PER 99 p Aim
977 NRPYS .nWh DR DIy Dpw L9TR
T2 DOPOTY NN .22 LpOuNDY 2vWpn

RN MR DY

:aniInn oo e
172NN QIO SNHWI
:WTRNN 2790 Jiwha

:99INn BOWITR 297

nain 12w SRS M2 My niaxn nivopns
AP STORY WA MM TRy 2MNT-02
JIRI 9707 .aniaR NDY Ay DY niTiny
TTRY SW-13 MT NINAWN IR 0737-93-0Y

1230 R
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DiT3n Tona 58T ovn YR Y manuh
WHPR T NI TP 0D PN 2w TR
3 .mATY 2 .0 R LTYY 2RivYh niag iRy
VLT T LARD T LTRRRNY Y I 7 LT 7 .90
J1ID927 A0 TR 29 NRDNY RO LAHIN 0 TR
29PNy WITRMY PITAT aRwY LNINTITY nioa3

DR AN 29 T

DROTRY ATOM RYR-22 IR MM T
179 7392 272 AN MR TRy LN i
21w 77 52 7122 DW-N§ TIRDM ML 127
AN 22V 7YY 2RI LAnTY 2wl TRndty niTiny

JYRN DITIWND P9 TR I AON N2 0N

Fourth Cup of Wine
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WDIMTD LDPSWY KT P2 NWTR T Dwy
R”P 771 2w RIYH ADMTY MO AR
DN 02 w3 () 2YOY RTIMR LKVR YRR
w037 °ID Pw T nimwh e m eag
Bo9a 17972% 21191 2R URAYW NS YaIN®
192 TER NI BT TON TON-D2W .NiEnT A7
WITI IR WHY YN TN AV | 7 Y

273392 1T TYRY LY a3

a292 T2 92 ANY 20772 S¥o2% 02 AN,

a0
One should drink the fourth cup of wine now
and afterwards say:

7Y 1237 P B2 TR WTOK AV ADK T3
720 ATR0 YIS 9P .ATWT NN OV 1837 23
PR DOK? APDIARY DM R A

¥ WhY WIRN I am A vy
WE T W AVY 2N R TRy RO
bR =0 ) AR -3 e A pa R IR 1
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AN NPT A1NR AT WIPT TV 2
VTR TR OV TTIN AN uMRN

(On Shabbat say 71777 N2WT 2352 WX 7%7)
WP RIPR 290 2952 LT NIRRT AT 293 unen
TIRT ¥ 77 7791 907 20w 2% AN 92 T
1937 >3 ¥

(If the wine used is from Israel say 123)

1233 978 DY) YINT DY AV 0N P2
: (If the wine used if from Israel say 7123)

NIRTZAH - 77871

Chad Gadya - R>73 ™1
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Chad Gadyah is a song that is commonly sung after the
Haggadah. Some say that it was written a few days after the
destruction of the Second Temple. We don’t know who
actually composed this song. In many Haggadot it is not found.
According to those who say that it was written after the
destruction of the Temple, The Chidah brings in his book that
once a person made fun of this song, and they
excommunicated him from the community, and the Chidah
actually justified this excommunication . There is a famous
question on this song regarding the justice in its story. The cat
did something wrong when it ate the kid. Therefore, the dog
was right for exacting judgment and killing the cat. As it
follows, the stick was wrong for hitting the dog, the fire was
right for burning the stick, the water was wrong for putting out
the fire, the cow was right for drinking the water, the
slaughterer was wrong for slaughtering the cow, and the angel
of death was right for killing the slaughter. It turns out that we
are saying, God forbid, as if HaShem was wrong. The answer
is that really, the dog was wrong for getting involved in the
interaction between the cat and the kid. He should have left it
alone for HaShem to judge. Thus, it follows that the stick was
actually right, and the fire was wrong, and so forth.

JNIT3 TDOTT TINR NI PAIT XT3 0 NITR T
NI73 71
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ST OIN3 NI PIIT LKITIY T2IR] KU KON
XT3 77 X773 70

T2IT LRITA? T9NT LNIIWY W N2PD RIN
RT3 77,73 T O1F OIN2 RN

TPINT N TWIT ,N2927 72T KW RO
RT3 TR LNOTA T LT OIN2 RIN PRIT LNITAY

WY NP7 AT LKW AW NI NON)
TSI N2 RI® PIIT LRITID TOINT LN

RIT NI AT L8P M) KM RN

RIN PP2TT ,NITA7 TA9INT LN TWIT ,N270Y
RT3 T ,NITH 7O T 03
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AT LNMY ARDT LKMY AN RN KON
TPINT LRIWWY T KDY 2T LN
RITH T LRITA T OTI OIN2 NIN PAIT LRI

73PT LR ANWT ,RIING v wiwD RO
TIIT LN2PDY TRTT LRWWY AT NP
T ST OIN2 NIN PIAT LNITI? TINT LN

RT3 T LRI

,NINY VT uniwh wnwy Ny N NDX
27T NRWI? AT LRI 72T NMY WY
RIN 21T ,NITA7 TYINT ,NWWY W7 20T

NITH T LNITH TR T 002

LWTARYRY UMY R TN2 WITRE RDN
7327 LXMWY ANWT ,NINT unwT Lmiwh unwy
TYIT LNI9DY 7IIT LW AWT LNIMY
T ST N2 NIN PIIT LNITI? INT LN

RT3 77 ,NITA
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An only kid, an only kid, which my father bought for
two zuzim; an only kid, an only kid.

Then came a cat and ate the kid which my father
bought for two zuzim; an only kid an only kid.

Then came a dog and bit the cat, which ate the kid
which my father bought for two zuzim; an only kid an
only kid.

Then came a stick and beat the dog, which bit the cat,
which ate the kid which my father bought for two
zuzim; an only kid an only kid.

Then came a fire and burnt the stick, which beat the
dog, which bit the cat, which ate the kid which my
father bought for two zuzim; an only kid an only kid.

Then came water and quenched the fire, which burnt
the stick, which beat the dog, which bit the cat, which
ate the kid which my father bought for two zuzim; an
only kid an only kid.
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Then came an ox and drank the water, which quenched
the fire, which burnt the stick, which beat the dog,
which bit the cat, which ate the kid which my father
bought for two zuzim; an only kid an only kid.

Then came a slaughterer and slaughtered the ox, which
drank the water, which quenched the fire, which burnt
the stick, which beat the dog, which bit the cat, which
ate the kid which my father bought for two zuzim; an
only kid an only kid.

Then came the angel of death and killed the
slaughterer, who slaughtered the ox, which drank the
water, which quenched the fire, which burnt the stick,
which beat the dog, which bit the cat, which ate the kid
which my father bought for two zuzim; an only kid an
only kid.

Then came the Holy One, blessed be He, and put an
end to the angel of death, who Kkilled the slaughterer,
who slaughtered the ox, which drank the water, which
quenched the fire, which burnt the stick, which beat
the dog, which bit the cat, which ate the kid which my
father bought for two zuzim; an only kid an only kid.
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Echad Mi Yodea - ¥7° "% 1R

Echad Mi Yodea is a song going through all the numbers from
one to thirteen listing something related to each number. It is
unknown who composed this song. Some explain that since it
ends with HaShem’s 13 Attributes of Mercy, it teaches us that
if we act in the ways of these attributes, we will be redeemed
from our current exile.

WIOR TN TP AN TN 2V7V n TN
TN 2YRwaY

DO927 NIAY a T AN oW 2pTh n anw
PR DMWY TN TN

JIaR WY cpTic CIN auhw 2p7iS o mwhw
PRI DMWY WIOR TN .17 NiNy aw
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MITRR P2IR P IR YRR 2979 o YN
WPR AN N2 Ninh uw L nian eihw
TR DWW

MWRIT AR YTV IR awWRn 29TV R awnn
nimh IR L niaR mwihw LnimmR PR L7ain
PINDY 20 YR TN ,N0N27

LTI SR TR (PTIY IR RWW YT On nww
NI TR NITRR Y2 L7750 Swean e
JINDY 2vARan TR TN ,N9N20 NIk W

M) TP YT IR Awaw 79TV on oyaw
N WM TWR IR Y70 TWw ,Nnsw
L9927 ninY aw L niaR awhw L ninmR panN

TN MWW TR TN

W) MM YT IR MWW 79T» SR annw
AT LTIWR 9170 MWW NN Y Tpaw A7
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W LNIAR WO LNiARN ¥R 7N unn
TN DMWY TN TN NN NI

MY AYWH YT IR Apwn 797 S» Aywn
T RNIW ) YW AP R ey AT
LDVIRR VAR LINN SWRIN awRn ,Twn 5770
WTPR TN N2 ninh W L njan eihw

N@hiR-RArE)

RINDT TWRY PTP IR ARy 2WTP R ARy
MY AP PR wy miew AT? oY Aywn
TN W TWRT ,MIWR TR AWY ,NNaw
L1927 ninY IR L niaR whw L ninmnR YanN

PRI 2BWIW TN TN

Ty TAR YT IR WY AR 2P N Wy TN

IR T2 O AYWA LRRT AN K209
IR ONT0 MWW NN2W WY apaw avm R
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LA YRR NITRR YION L7790 Swnan awnn
IR 2MPIY TR TN AT NN 1w

2OIW YT IN WY 2UW 7TV R Wy 2w
RIBT TIWY LRIADID WY IO LRMWW WY
WY TP AR w) My ATy mYY apwn
N W TWRT IR T AW RN
L9927 ninY IR L niaR whw L ninmnR YanN

JIND DMWY TR TN

TP IR Ty Aty 2w o Twy e
WY TN NIV WY DI LRITR Y Iwhw
I ,AT? ST AYWA LRRT MY K209
IR VIO MWW NN WY apaw A R
JNIaR TR NITRN YION LTNIN wRn een

JINDY 2vARan TR TN ,N9N20 NI
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(1)

Who knows one? I know one: One is our God, in
heaven and on earth.

(2)

Who knows two? I know two: two are the Tablets of
the Covenant; One is our God, in heaven and on earth.

(3)

Who knows three? 1 know three: three are the
Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the Covenant; One is
our God, in heaven and on earth.

(4)

Who knows four? 1 know four: four are the
Matriarchs; three are the Patriarchs; two are the
Tablets of the Covenant; One is our God, in heaven
and on earth.
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(3)

Who knows five? I know five: five are the Books of the
Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three are the
Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the Covenant; One is
our God, in heaven and on earth.

(6)

Who knows six? I know six: six are the Orders of the
Mishnah; five are the Books of the Torah; four are the
Matriarchs; three are the Patriarchs; two are the
Tablets of the Covenant; One is our God, in heaven
and on earth.

(7)

Who knows seven? I know seven: seven are the days of
the week; six are the Orders of the Mishnah; five are
the Books of the Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three
are the Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the
Covenant; One is our God, in heaven and on earth.
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(8)

Who knows eight? I know eight: eight are the days of
circumcision: seven are the days of the week; six are
the Orders of the Mishnah; five are the Books of the
Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three are the
Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the Covenant; One is
our God, in heaven and on earth.

(9)

Who knows nine? I know nine: nine are the months of
pregnancy; eight are the days of circumcision; seven
are the days of the week; six are the Orders of the
Mishnah; five are the Books of the Torah; four are the
Matriarchs; three are the Patriarchs; two are the
Tablets of the Covenant; One is our God, in heaven
and on earth.

(10)

Who knows ten? I know ten: ten are the Ten
Commandments; nine are the months of pregnancy;
eight are the days of circumcision; seven are the days
of the week; six are the Orders of the Mishnah; five are
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the Books of the Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three
are the Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the
Covenant; One is our God, in heaven and on earth.

(11)

Who knows eleven? 1 know eleven: eleven are the stars
(in Yosef's dream); ten are the Ten Commandments;
nine are the months of pregnancy; eight are the days of
circumcision; seven are the days of the week; six are
the Orders of the Mishnah; five are the Books of the
Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three are the
Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the Covenant; One is
our God, in heaven and on earth.

(12)

Who knows twelve? I know twelve: twelve are the
tribes; eleven are the stars (in Yosef's dream); ten are
the Ten Commandments; nine are the months of
pregnancy; eight are the days of circumcision; seven
are the days of the week; six are the Orders of the
Mishnah; five are the Books of the Torah; four are the
Matriarchs; three are the Patriarchs; two are the
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Tablets of the Covenant; One is our God, in heaven
and on earth.

(13)

Who knows thirteen? I know thirteen: thirteen are the
attributes of God; twelve are the tribes; eleven are the
stars (in  Yosef's dream); ten are the Ten
Commandments; nine are the months of pregnancy;
eight are the days of circumcision; seven are the days
of the week; six are the Orders of the Mishnah; five are
the Books of the Torah; four are the Matriarchs; three
are the Patriarchs; two are the Tablets of the
Covenant; One is our God, in heaven and on earth.
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Teshuvot in Hebrew relating to Pesach

'N NUNY
DY DIVIYY NDO NIDHNI PPYIITY PINIVY 199Iya

DTIP NDAN MOONA PYNTI PORIY (K'Y 1 §T) DYND RINII RPN
YN L, MINAY ONY INNIN ONOINI 12 PNYNY M0 DIWIDY NN
MY NDAN ZY NN PNYRI ND THIY NYN MINY RNDP NINT RNYO
2ON0) YTIYIND NDIN DX ONIY> 2 Wy {2-0 927Na) MINIY
PO MDY DTN YAY DOINNL PN IYUN DXWIR ) {1-0 92703)
YT XYY NN 29D DY DIXVIDY SYaT PI'N NYTI YYD DNIYRIN

LD T PY9DNY ININY XAV

) Y 22 PI9 NN NODNI RMIN O N XY HY 1IN DYPM
MO5NA PYNT PONIYITIY ORIWD OND 1PN NYNY (29 NDMIN
NAINTY YNYN ORI AN IN MDD NINYI NINY MOON NI NDI

ANN Y DY DYYHYIA TIIN PRI 01212 P XIN

N7 0 DXNDA) 1IN DY ONYT PYURIN DXIW NND 111N RN
NID ,MOON T 2»NY (RN DT LD NYMN) RMAWINY (RINT
,DPNDA2 XN NIMND IR .NDMNNI NMIDN 1IN ,HINNY NDa
MIYY OXTP> 291 1Y L2790 IR DONRIYY DXTNION MY PIYY NN
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Teshuvot in English

Speaking While Searching for Hametz

Maran Shulhan Aruch writes (432:1) “And [one]
should be careful not to talk between the berahah and
the starting of the checking [for hametz]. It is [also]
good not to talk about irrelevant things until he
finishes the whole checking, in order that he
concentrate to check all the places they bring in
hametz.” The Magen Avraham writes (ibid. 3) that if
he speaks about things that do not regard the checking,
he needs to make the blessing again. Similar to what
Maran Shulhan Aruch wrote (167:6) in regard to
making blessings on food, he should eat immediately
and should not talk between the berahah and eating. If
he talked, he needs to make another berahah, unless he
spoke regarding the thing he was making a blessing on.
For example, he made a blessing on bread and before
he ate it, he said, bring salt or relish i.e. things that are
eaten with bread, or he said give this to so and so to
eat, give food to the animal, and in similar cases he
will not make another blessing.
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There 1s support to ask according to this, why did
Maran write here in regard to Pesah only in a language
usage that he should be careful, and did not write that
one may not talk or that it is forbidden to talk between
the berahah and the checking? Especially if he talked,
he needs to make another berahah, because even in
regard to talking between the blowings of the shofar,
Maran writes that if he spoke he doesn’t need to make
another berahah; and still he writes that he should not
speak. If so, here even more so he should write in a
language of prohibition.

Later I saw in Emet LeYa’akov (by the Gaon
Rav Yakov Kamenetzky) that he answers, that the
intention of Maran was that one needs to be careful
between the berahah and the checking, even talking
about matters pertaining to the checking, because one
must be careful ideally, like what Maran wrote in
siman 167:6. It also seems apparent from what it wrote
afterwards “it is good not to speak about irrelevant
things,” it can be inferred that until now even things

that are relevant to the checking are prohibited, consult
ibid.
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It seems correct to explain that the intention
of Maran in his wording which he wrote in a language
usage of carefulness, is not just ordinary carefulness,
rather his intention is excluding the fact of it being
prohibited; a person needs to pay attention during
cleaning. Because, it is not a common place for people
to be careful with regard to this. This is also implied in
the language of Maran (431:2) that he writes,
“therefore, every person should be careful not to start
with any work nor to eat, until he checks”. This is in a
case that there is a reason to be careful because people
have a tendency to talk or to forget, therefore, Maran
writes in a language usage of carefulness and it would
be still forbidden. This is also implied from Maran in
Hilhot Shabat (320:20) where he writes in the name of
other opinions that “one needs to be careful not to
touch with his colored hands on his clothing” etc.,
because of the melahah of coloring on shabbat. Also,
in siman 328:48 he writes, “it is forbidden to place an
article of clothing on a bleeding wound because the
blood will color it.” If so, Maran wrote in language of
prohibition, and he wrote in siman 320 in a language
of carefulness because that is the regular way of people
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to do as such on weekdays without paying special
attention. Therefore, Maran wrote in a language of
carefulness and it would still be forbidden. Look at
Shut Ish Matzliach (Vol. III, #17), it is also implied
from siman 254:4 in regard to covering for Hatmanah.
, In siman 315:12 in regard to one who tilts a curtain
that he needs to be careful not to make a tent because
of the melahah of Building and in siman 340:4.

According to this it is obvious why Maran
wrote here (432:1) in a language of checking carefully.
Because sometimes there is a space of time between
the berahah and the checking and without paying
attention he will come to talk etc. By extension Maran
wrote that if he talks about things pertaining to the
checking after the fact he does not need to make
another berahah. But if he talked about things that do
not pertain to the checking he needs to make another
berahah.

Although the Gaon Rav Ovadia Yosef ztl
writes in his book Hazon Ovadia (Shabbat Vol. V, page
16) brings from Maran HaChidah who writes in
Mahzik Berahah( 630:1) that the language usage of
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“lone] must be careful” implies that it is not from the
letter of the law. Rather it is just a mere warning of
carefulness. Even though Maran himself (in 328:48)
writes that one who’s wound is bleeding it is
“forbidden” because the blood will color it, it seems
the language usage of “forbidden” here is not to be
read exactly. We find in many places that the language
usage of “forbidden” is only in regard to acting
piously. For example it 1s written Masehet
Ta’anit(11a), “It is forbidden to have marital relations
during years of famine”. Tosafot comments that it is
not actually forbidden, rather a person should conduct
himself with piety. In a similar case, the Ritva
comments on (Megillah 28a): “Let it come to me”, i.e.
may | be rewarded because I never partnered with a
Cuti [a Samaritan]. Even though they said in Sanhedrin
(63b) that it is forbidden to partner with a Non-Jew,
because perhaps he will need to swear and he will
swear in the name of the non-Jews’ idol, and the Torah
says ‘“they should not be heard from your
mouth”(Shemot 23:13)[referring to swearing with the
name of an Idol]. It seems that over there it is not
talking about a real prohibition; it is only an act of
piety [not to have a partnership with a Non-Jew].
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Similarly, we find in Bava Metzia (75b), it is forbidden
to lend money without witnesses. This is also
explained, in the Ran (the end of the first chapter of
Avoda Zara), in the name of the Ramban, that it being
assur to make a partnership with a Non-Jew, is not
talking about a real prohibition. Since it is not a
prohibition even from the Rabbis, the prohibition of “a
person may not place a stumbling block before a blind
person” 1i.e. causing an individual to sin is not a
concern. Since it is possible that Noahides are not
warned to avoid vowing in the name of a Non-Jew, it 1s
a general act of piety [not to have a partnership with a
Non-Jew]. This is why it is written in Megillah (28a),
“Let it come to me” i.e. may I be rewarded because I
never partnered with a Cuti. The Nemukei Yosef writes
similarly in the end of chapter Arbaha Mittot. Tosafot
similarly writes in Bechorot (2b) in the name of
Rabbeinu Tam. In Eliya Rabbah (4:11) he writes, from
the language of forbidden is not a proof [that it is
prohibited] because in siman 2 he writes that in regard
if he was married it is forbidden [this 1s a different case
brought as a proof], and the Bet Yosef in regard to that
case writes that it is an act of piety [and is not
prohibited] etc.
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However, when we are talking about the
language uses of Maran in many places, it is implied
that carefulness is really a prohibition.

Checking for Hametz with a Flashlight

Question: Is one allowed to check for hametz with a
flashlight instead of a candle?

Answer: See what we wrote with HaShem’s help in
Shut Minhat Eliyahu (Vol. I, page 138) with regard to
electric lights and also in regard to turning on electric
light bulbs for Hannukah (page 245).

In regard to our case Maran Shulchan Aruch writes
(433:2) “[one] may not check [for hametz] with a
torch, rather [he should check] by the light of a candle.
Neither with a candle of forbidden fat, nor of permitted
fat, nor of oil. Rather with a candle of wax.” The
Levush explains (seif 2 ibid.) that we do not check for
hametz with a torch because a person is not able to
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bring it into holes and cracks. He is also afraid that
maybe it will burn down the house, his heart will be
disturbed, and therefore he will not check well. He
should not check with a candle of forbidden fats
because he is afraid it might drip on kosher vessels. He
also should not check with a candle of kosher fat
because he is afraid it might drip on milk. He also
should not check with a lantern of oil because he is
afraid that it will drip on clothing. He is also not able
to check holes and cracks [for hametz], because it will
extinguish when tilted too much, and by extension he
will not check well. Therefore, we only check with a
candle of wax. It must be a single candle and not
doubled, even if it 1s braided it 1s considered a torch,
and he will be afraid of his house burning down.
Therefore, a person may not check with it.

All the worries that were mentioned do not apply to a
flashlight that shines well. Furthermore, there is no
worry that it will drip on vessels, and there is no worry
that 1t will burn his house down. Also, other reasons
that are brought in the gemara (Pesahim 8a) that a
torch has its light is behind it, or that a torch flickers
(stops and jumps always: Rashi 1bid.) are not
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applicable at all to a flashlight thats light is good and
lights up well.

Also, even according to what the Magen Avraham
wrote (433:4), that it is forbidden to check for hametz
with the light of the sun, if there i1s a window making
an interruption, it doesn't apply in our case as it
explains in the sefer Daat Torah Hilchot
Shechita(#11:3 and also brought in Chok LeYisrael
waltz) that this only applies in their times that their
glass was not translucent and clean. But in our times,
we can be lenient in regard to checking for hametz.
According to this it is permitted to use a flashlight. A
further explanation says that since the glass is part of
the lightbulb itself it must be made for the benefit of
the candle, however, in regard to the glass of a lantern,
it is not a part of the candle therefore it is like an
obstruction. Maran Yabia Omer also writes this in his
conclusion (Vol. 4, #40).

In Shut Or Litzion (Pesachim 77), he brings that there
is still room to be doubtful in regard to using a
flashlight, because of what the gemara (Pesahim 7b)
that we learned that you need a candle for bedikat
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chametz, because we learn out finding from finding
and finding from searching, searching from candles,
and candles from the verse that states “A man’s soul is
the candle of G-d searching all of one’s innards”
(Mishlei 20:27). Look in the gemara there, that it
expounds on 1bid. and on 8a ibid. If so, it is possible
that there is a strictness that the checking should only
be with a candle, and it is possible that in regard to a
flashlight it is not effective, and we want only a candle
that has a wick. The reel that is found inside of the
flashlight 1s not considered like a regular wick inside
of a candle because it doesn’t light. Rather it has a fire
and doesn’t go out. If so, it is possible that we should
not add more than what is written. More contemplation
is needed. Therefore, somebody who doesn’t have a
regular candle should check with a flashlight.
However, since in doubt he should not make a blessing
on the checking. Consult over there.

And in simplicity according to the ones that
say that a flashlight is meant for the same matter and
purpose [of a candle]. Because “the candle of G-d” is a
metaphorical usage, and an example. Therefore, there
is not an obligation to use a real candle. There is more

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



314

to elaborate in [regard] to this, look what was written
in Minhat Eliyahu (Vol. I page 245).

The conclusion of Maran Yabia Omer that was
mentioned above is, that in a situation of necessity that
it is hard to attain a wax candle. There is room to
permit the checking by the use of a flashlight, or an
electric lantern that is possible to move and to bring it
into holes or cracks to check properly. Nevertheless, in
a case that it is possible, it is correct to heed to the
understanding of the Magen Avraham and the
Aharonim that come after him who hold that glass
obstructs in our case. Therefore, it is proper to check
with a wax candle which is the best mitzvah and good
for checking. Like what is written in Orhot Haim
(Hilchot Hametz:8) in the name of the Raavad.
Particularly because it is a mitzvah that is done year to
year it 1s fitting to perform it without any doubts, with
awe and love like the law states.

It seems correct to add to this, that in our
times there are houses with closets full of clothing and
mats everywhere. There is a great worry one will not
check for hametz as required, whether it is because he
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is afraid it will burn clothing or it will dirty them.
There are many types of dangers, particularly
regarding homes in America, that are all made of
wood. In such cases for sure it is ideal to check with a
flashlight. 1 also saw that they wrote like this in the
name of HaGaon Rav Aharon Kotler z”’tl. HaGaon Rav
Moshe Feinstein and HaGaon Rav Yaakov
Kamenetzky similarly wrote like this. Therefore, it is
proper to fulfill all the opinions and to make a blessing
first on the candle since chazal established it like so,
and also to heed to the words of the Magen Avraham
and the Or Letzion that was mentioned. He should
check a little with this i.e. the candle and afterwards
check for the chametz with a flashlight. Then he will
continue to his car in which he will make sure to check
with a flashlight.

Why do we call Shabbat HaGadol such?
Question: The Shulchan Aruch writes (Orah Haim

430): “[the] Shabbat before Pesach is called Shabat
HaGadol” (The Great Shabat). What halachic turnout
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results from this law? It is not the way of the Shulchan
Aruch to bring a matter that does not pertain to
Halacha.

Answer: In simplicity there is room to say that there is
really a halahik application, which is to remember the
miracles that Hashem performed. Especially on this
Shabat one should spread the miracle and to thank
Hashem. The responsa Bet David writes similarly
(#162). It is brought in Hazon Ish page 30 and from the
Hida in Machzik Beracha (#430:2) that “[the] custom
of the careful ones in mitzvot is that instead of saying
“Shabbat Shalom Mevorach” like other Shabbatot,
they say “Shabbat HaGadol Mevorach”.”

However, it is possible to explain it in a
different way, according to the She’elot HaBach that
writes, that the world 1s surprised why is the Shabat
associated with the miracle which was on Shabbat, and
not the tenth day of the month [because many times
Shabbat HaGadol does not fall on the tenth of Nisan].
He says, I received that the reason is, because on the
tenth day of Nisan the Jewish people went up from the
Jordan River. If they would associate the miracle of the
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Korban Pesach with the tenth day of Nisan and they
would call the tenth day of Nisan “the big day”, people
would make the mistake of saying that because they
went up from the Jordan it is called big and not
because they were saved from the Egyptians when they
were bringing the Korban Pesach. Therefore, they
associated it with the Shabbat. Since, it was known
that their ascension from the Jordan was not on
Shabbat, rather it was approximately 4 decades after
the miracle of the Korban Pesach. Look over there.
However, it is possible to settle it also according to
what is written in Sefer Zehut which he writes, the
reason why the Shabat before Pesach is called the great
shabbat, is because it is the time for the redemption
that is going to come. It amasses the merits of all the
Shabbats from the year that all of the Jewish people
kept and it becomes one, to ask mercy and favor for
the redemption, which, is dependent on the keeping of
the Shabbat like chazal say (Shabbat 118b) had Bnei
Yisrael kept two Shabbats we would have been
redeemed as the verse says, a person should not go
from his place etc. This pasuk is referring to Shabat.
Meaning he returns each thing to it place and also all
the worlds are elevated (in spirituality) and it is fitting
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that Am Yisrael return to their place and their cause,
like 1n the times of old. Look over there. Therefore, the
end outcome is that it can only be on Shabbat, Shabbat
"HaGadol" in order that we should remember that
through Shabat the redemption will come.

Matzah made of grains other than wheat for those
who suffer from celiac

Question: Can someone who has celiac disease, or
another disease that prevents them from eating matzah
made of wheat, use matzah made from other types of
grain on Pesach?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch in Siman 453 Seif 1
lists the grains that we fulfill our matzah obligation
with. They are: wheat, barley, spelt, oats, and rye. The
Rama quotes the Maharil who says that lechat’hila the
custom is to make it with wheat. The Mishnah Berurah
explains this custom and says that since wheat is
something that most people like and use, using wheat
is the best way to fulfill the obligation to eat matzah on
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Pesach. However, if one doesn't have wheat, they can
choose whatever they want from the other four grains
because we want them to enjoy it. Similarly, the
Levush says that a person should use wheat because
this is the chosen species and the first on the list above.

Another reason that one should only use wheat, as
opposed to other species, is that the other grains
become leavened more quickly than wheat. Based on
this reason, if a person cannot eat wheat flour, they
should be very careful to shorten the time it takes to
make the matzah. Otherwise, i1t could become
leavened. (See also the Mishnah Berurah on Shulchan
Aruch in Siman 453 Seif 5 where he says that there is a
concern with barley when it is soaked in water before
it is ground, and based on that, we are even strict not to
allow wheat if it is soaked in water before it is ground.
But otherwise there would be no difference and you
would be allowed to use all five types of grain listed.)

The Minhat Yitzhak in Volume 9 Siman 49 states that
sick people who cannot eat wheat are not allowed to
have matzah made with any other grain because all of
the examples in the Shulchan Aruch talk about wheat
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and not barley. There would be a need to compose a
new Shulchan Aruch to discuss all the laws of barley
because it becomes leavened more quickly while
making it than wheat. Therefore, it cannot be used
even for sick people.

However, there are a few issues with this conclusion.
First, the Shulhan Aruch himself wrote about all five
grains. If there was a problem with them, he would
have mentioned that just as he warned us in Seif 5 not
to use grain that was mixed with water before grinding.

The second reason is that all the poskim who explain
the custom of using only wheat, say so because of
doing the Mitzvah in the best way possible since wheat
is at the top of the list and most people like wheat.
However, if a person cannot eat wheat because it
would make them ill, they can use other grains on the
list. This is the conclusion of most poskim: to allow
people who have health problems with wheat to use
one of the other four grains as long as they are careful
with the procedure of making the matzah.
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Some argue and say that there is another issue with
using other species besides wheat: we are not sure that
the names of the grains listed are the same as they are
today. However, this approach was rejected by the
majority of poskim.

Finding chametz on Pesach

Question: What should someone do on Chol Hamoed
Pesach if they find chametz in their house or see
chametz lying in the middle of a street or sidewalk

where it can be crushed, and thus be disrespectful to
the food?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch says in Siman 446 that
if a person finds chametz in their house on Chol
Hamoed they should immediately get rid of it. The
Mishnah Berurah in Siman 445 says that the best way
to get rid of it is to burn it, but since we already recited
the bracha of Be'ur Chametz before Pesach, we should
not recite it again and just burn it without a bracha.
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HaRav Frank points out that there is an issue that since
we already sold our chametz to a non-Jew before
Pesach, all chametz in our possession belongs to them,
and we cannot burn something that isn't ours.
Therefore, he says that we should place the chametz
with the rest of the chametz that was sold to the
non-Jew.

However, many poskim argue that we must burn the
chametz since the non-Jew doesn't care about it. They
only paid a token sum for the chametz. All the poskim
agree that if something became chametz on Pesach
itself, that was not included in the sale, it should be
burned.

However, what happens if we find a piece of chametz
on Yom Tov and not Chol Hamoed? Then, one should
cover the chametz from view because we don't want
you seeing it and perhaps eating it. Once covered, you
should wait until nightfall after Yom Tov, and burn it.

You can also ask a non-Jew to dispose of the chametz

for you by flushing it down the toilet. The Mishnah
Berurah says that the custom is to cover it and wait
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until nightfall for Chol Moed. This is because we don't
necessarily trust the non-Jew to dispose of it properly
and the non-Jew might decide to eat it rather than
destroying it.

The Magen Avraham says in Baba Metzia 23 that
when you see chametz on the floor, you can't leave it
there. You must pick it up because you are not allowed
to leave food lying on the floor. It's a disrespectful way
to treat food.

The Magen Avraham adds that if you see chametz
lying in the middle of a street or sidewalk where it
might be crushed, you are not allowed to pick it up
because by picking it up, you are acquiring the
chametz on Pesach. However, you can use your foot to
move it to the side of the road or sidewalk. This way,
you can deal with the situation without acquiring the
chametz. Another option is to hold the chametz lower
than 3 tefachim (about 10 inches) from the ground
when you carry it, but many poskim argue with this
approach. They say that you can only carry the
chametz in order to burn it.
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Therefore, you should not touch the chametz, even
with your feet, even if that chametz is lying in the
middle of a street or sidewalk where it can be crushed.
You don't have the obligation to stop the disrespect of
the chametz because on Pesach chametz is like dust to
you.
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Rosah bat Shilah & Rachel z”’1
Helen bat Shilah & Rachel 2’1
Avner ben Shilah & Rachel z”’1

by our dear president and his wife

Ray and Gloria Morris

We thank them for their generous donation.
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Lieba z”’1 bat Abba
David

by our student
~ Gavriel Joran and his family ~

We thank them for their contributions to this
work.
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Dedicated to the Hatzlacha, Briyut,
and Beracha of

Shira Leah bat Devorah
&

Aharon ben Avraham

our parents who dedicate their lives to our Torah
study every day, and whom without them, we
would not have been able to be a part of this book

~ Yitzchak Meir & Ariel Yisrael Reichman ~
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Dedicated to the Refuah Shlemah of:

Asher ben Mazel
Liba Shaindel bat Chava Sachs
Gershon ben Sara
Dvorah Shahala bat Sarah Parvin
Chava bat Esther
Jacob Krief - Yacov Gideon ben Miriam
Lita Greenberg - Tzvia Sarah bat Golda
Linda Balavram - Emmunah bat Sara
Sara Shifra bat Yehudit
Sharona Bella bat Malka
Yosef Daniel ben Feige
Leah Chava bat Shayna
Gittel bat Leah
Albert ben Miriam
David ben Mazal
Michal Orah bat Aliza
Ilan Daniel ben Nisha Nancy
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Refael ben Moshe
HalLevi 2”1
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Shalom and Simcha

Ben Chaim z”’1

by R’ Micha Ben Chaim.
We thank him for his donation.
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Yehudah ben Mazal
7zt’1

The greatly missed grandfather of Rabanit
Tal and the father of R’ Yosi HaLevi.

Yeshivat Torat Emet - nnX nn naow»



332

Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Menashe ben Varda z”’1

The dear father of our congregant and friend, Oz Bar

Eliyahu ben Ze¢’ev 2”1

Our sorely missed friend, Eli Bishburg z”1, the husband of
our dear friend, Mrs. Chana Bishburg

Reuven ben Shaindel z”’1

The dear father of our congregants and friends, Steve and
Daniel Lipstein

Sarah Leah bat Shifra z”’1

Our dearly missed friend, Sar1 Shalmon z”1, the wife of
our congregant and friend, Doron Shalmon
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Rachel bat Tovah z”’1
&

Yechezkel ben Sarah z’1

The dear parents of our congregant and friend, R’ Goel
Hakakian

Z.alman ben Simah 7’1

The dear father of our congregant and friend, Eliran
Gluzman

Yehudah ben Mordechai
yAd |

The dear father of our congregant and friend, Aaron
Epstein
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Dedicated Le’Iluy Nishmat

Rachamim ben Yocheved
YA |
&
Rachel bat Ja’anah z”’1

The dear father and mother of our congregant and friend,
Aryeh Levi

Naftali Yosef 2’1 ben
Chaim Yonah

The son of our congregant and friend, Dr. Chaim Analek

Sarah bat Mazal z”’1

The mother of our congregant and friend, Moshe Mortov
We thank him for his donation
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